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Japan 


Takeshita, H. Baker Discuss FSX Issue 
OW2104110189 Tokyo KYODO in English 1043 GMT 
21 Apr 89 


[Text] Tokyo, April 21 KYODO—Prime Minister 
Noboru Takeshita and former White House Chief of 
Staff Howard Baker on Friday agreed on the need for 
Japan and the United States to reach an early accord on 
joint development of Japan’s next-generation FSX sup- 
port fighter, a Foreign Ministry official said. 


During their 40-minute talks at the prime minister’s 
official residence, Baker said that while there are prob- 
lems between Japan and the United States, these can be 
resolved through dialogue. 


Baker, who was chief of staff to former President Ronald 
Reagan from February 1987 to July 1988, was quoted as 
Saying it is necessary for the two countries to solve the FSX 
issue peacefully and further stabilize bilateral relations. 


The two countries should resolve the FSX issue as soon 
as possible and make efforts to achieve a solution of 
bigger issues such as the Third World’s debt problem. 


Takeshita agreed with Baker and said it is necessary for 
the two countries to jointly tackle the debt problem. 


Japan and the United States exchanged diplomatic doc- 
uments last November on codevelopment of the FSX 
fighter, based on General Dynamics’ F-16 fighter. How- 
ever, the two countries have failed to reach a final accord 
on the project because some members of the U.S. Con- 
gress have voiced opposition, fearing an outflow of 
aircraft technology to Japan. 


Baker also said the two countries should maintain the 
free trade system and oppose protectionist pressures and 
that he is convinced that President George Bush will 
resist protectionism just as his predecessor Reagan did. 


Baker is currently on a six-day visit to Japan through 
Saturday in a pr vate capacity, the official said. 


Minister Hata To Discuss Rice Issue in U.S. 
OW2104072689 Tokyo KYODO in English 0401 GMT 
21 Apr 89 


[Text] Tokyo, April 21 KYODO—Minister of Agricul- 
ture, Forestry and Fisheries Tsutomu Hata said Friday 
he will visit Washington in early May for discussions 
with senior officials that are expected to include Japa- 
nese curbs on rice imports. 


He told a news conference following a cabinet meeting 
that the specific dat’ of his departure has not yet been 
decided, but he hopes to stay in Washington for several 
days during Japan’s “Golden Week” holiday period 
from late April to early May. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 1 


He will meet high-ranking officials of the U.S. Govern- 
ment, including Agriculture Secretary Clayton Yeutter 
and U.S. Trade Representative Carla Hills. 


Hata is expected to ask Hills not to list the Japanese rice 
market as a target of investigations under the “super 
301” provision of the 1988 omnibus trade act. Hills 
criticized Japan on Thursday [20 April] for maintaining 
barriers against imported rice. 


Under Section 301, the U.S. can take retaliatory actions 
against countries regarded as engaging in unfair trade 
practices. 


Sumita Hints at Possible Credit Tightening 
OW2004113189 Tokyo KYODO in English 0851 GMT 
20 Apr 89 


{Text} Tokyo, April 20 KYODO—Bank of Japan Gov- 
ernor Satoshi Sumit suggested Thursday the central 
bank would tighten credit restraint if commodity price 
stability is threatened. 


Sumita told an annual convention of trust banks that 
Japan’s price situation is becoming “increasingly severe” 
as the economy continues to expand, leaving the supply 
of products and labor tight. 


He noted that higher labor costs could steadily push up 
prices and that such a trend has already appeared in part 
of the service sector. 


As other potentially inflationary factors, he cited the yen’s 
decline, rising prices of crude oil, the continued fast growth 
of money supply and abundant business credit. 


The central bank “will act swiftly” if the foundation of 
price stability is likely to be undermined, he said. 


Referring to the dollar’s recent firmness, Sumita said he 
does not believe it will rise continuously because there 
are no major changes in the fundamental economic 
strength of major industrial countries. 


He warned that an “excessive” rise in the dollar’s value 
would undermine Japan’s price stability and hamper the 
correction of trade imbalances between industrial powers. 


He reiterated that Japan will continue close policy coordi- 
nation with its major trading partners to stabilize exchange 
rates, a remark understood to mean the central bank is 
ready to intervene in currency markets with other central 
banks if rates move too far in either direction. 


Sumita expressed hope that there will be a “moderate” 
slowdown in U.S. economic activity to forestall inflation. 


Finance Minister Tatsuo Murayama, also at the gathering, 
pledged to continue efforts to make Japan’s financial 
market freer and more international actions designed to 
promote the stability in the international financial system. 
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Delegates Address UN Disarmament Meeting 
OW2104102189 Tokyo KYODO in English 0757 GMT 
21 Apr 89 


{By Mari Adachi] 


[Text] Kyoto, April 21 KYODO—Heated discussions on 
disarmament and security were conducted at the last 
plenary session of the U.N. disarmament meeting in 
Kyoto on Friday. 


Viadmir Petrovskiy, Soviet deputy foreign minister, said 
that a switch from being overly armed to reasonable 
sufficiency [as received] was now taking place. 


Armed forces should be limited to clearly defined 
defense needs, Petrovskiy said, and confirmed that the 
Soviet Union will cut its military budget by 14.2 percent 
and its output of armaments and military equipment by 
19.5 percent in 1989-1990. 


He said steps are being taken to convert military produc- 
tion in the Soviet Union for civilian needs. Forty percent 
of military production will be converted to civilian 
purposes this year, aiming to covert 60 percent by the 
year 1995. 


Maynard Glitman, U.S. ambassador to Belgium, stressed, 
however, that military deterrence was necessary to create a 
climate for disarmament and to assure security. 


He said that the suggestion that moral and legal deter- 
rence should be implemented instead of military and 
nuclear deterrence was impractical and would only 
increase the dangers of war. 


Practical approaches to security and disarmament are 
necessary, Glitman said. He also said key issues immedi- 
ately threatening security should be approached first, and 
that disarmament should be carried out step-by-step. 


Both agreed, however, that arms control was not the only 
important issue in international relations. 


Arms are symptoms of underlying tensions and the root 
causes of such tensions must be dealt with, Glitman said. 


Petrovskiy said an urgent need for a comprehensive 
approach to international peace and security is needed 
not only in the military, but in the political, environmen- 
tal, economic and humanitarian areas. 


He also stressed that multilateral and bilateral efforts 
should support each other in shifting the emphasis of 
states’ security from military to other mezns. 


Aarno Karhilo, Finnish undersecretary of state, said that 
durable security requires a network of international 
cooperation. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


He expressed his expectations in the 40-nation Geneva 
conference on chemical weapons, and said his country 
has contributed the results of 17 years of research in 
verification methods for these weapons. 


Karhilo said such methods lay a basis for confidence- 
building and that trust can be created through consistent 
confidence-building based on realities. 


He lauded the U.N. for its contribution to solving 
regional conflicts, and said similar actions were possible 
for disarmament. 


All countries should contribute to creating a more 
“rational world order” in which a lower level of arma- 
ments leads to increased security, he said. 


Tessa Solesby, leader of the British delegation to the 
U.N. disarmameut conference, said that the lowest pos- 
sible level of armaments should be sought in the disar- 
mament process. 


This process should be conducted symmetrically based 
on a commonality of interest, with no state holding an 
advantage over another, she said. 


Prof. Yoshikazu Sakamoto, a Japanese expert on disar- 
mament, said that the basic standard must be shifted 
from national security to common security, and empha- 
sized the necessity of disarmament for common and 
global security. 


Citizen’s movements and public opinion also play an 
important role in maintaining a nonnuclear policy, and 
policymakers should assure the freedom of information 
to the public, the professor of international law at Meiji 
Gakuin University said. 


The 89 participants from 31 countries separated into 
working groups Friday afternoon to discuss specific 
issues such as nuclear test ban and verification, nonpro- 
liferation of nuclear, chemical, and other weapons and 
confidence-building measures. 


The four-day session will close on Saturday with reports 
from working groups and a closing ceremony. 


USSR’s Petrovskiy Speaks to Press 
OW2104103289 Tokyo KYODO in English 0950 GMT 
21 Apr 89 


[By Mari Adachi] 


[Text] Kyoto, April 21 KYODO—Soviet Deputy For- 
eign Minister Viadmir Petrovskiy said Friday that the 
Soviet Union was ready to recognize international and 
public opinion in the area of disarmament negotiations. 
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The Soviet Union is willing to transfer sovereignty in 
disarmament decision-making to the United Nations 
which would have legislative power to outlaw war, he 
said at a press conference held in connection with the 
U.N. disarmament conference in Kyoto. 


He also suggested that a second chamber be established 
in the United Nations for the voicing of public opinion, 
saying nonprofessional views should be taken note of. 


The on-going conference is important in helping develop 
a new, close relationship between government and the 
public, he said. 


Petrovskiy stressed the Soviet aim of a nuclear-free 
world and said the Soviet Union was ready to take steps 
for drastic reductions in chemical weapons and conven- 
tional arms as well. 


In the plenary meeting on security and disarmament 
Friday morning, his opinions were in sharp contrast to 
those of Maynard Glitman, U.S. ambassador to Belgium, 
who maintained that military deterrence was necessary 
to avert war and that the United States was aiming for 
reduction of nuclear arms, rather than a complete ban. 


Japan, which hosted the disarmament conference for the 
first time, has provided a good example of how a country 
can achieve economic development if military spending 
is limited, Petrovskiy said. 


No Breakthrough in USSR Talks on Territories 
OW2104092089 Tokyo KYODO in English 0807 GMT 
21 Apr 89 


[By Antonio Kamiya] 


[Text] Tokyo, April 21 KYODO—A fresh round of 
high-level diplomatic talks between Japan and the Soviet 
Union in Moscow early next month is unlikely to pro- 
duce a major breakthrough over their territorial dispute, 
the biggest obstacle to improving bilateral ties, a Foreign 
Ministry official said Friday. 


The Foreign Ministry, however, considers the dialogue 
diplomatically important for clarifying bilateral issues 
and paving the way for the conclusion of a long-pending 
peace treaty. 


“The dance has now got under way and we should keep 
it going,” said the ministry official in commenting on the 
prospects for the forthcoming talks in Moscow. 


The talks will be held in two stages—a working-group 
round between deputy foreign ministers of the two 
countries and talks between Foreign Minister Sosuke 
Uno and his Soviet counterpart Eduard Shevardnadze 
on May 3. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


The Moscow stop is the highlight of an eight-day, three- 
nation tour which will also take Uno to Mongolia and 
China. 


The Foreign Ministry official, in a background briefing 
for Japanese reporters on Uno’s trip, said Japan does not 
expect a major breakthrough in the talks. “No eye- 
catching results are expected,” he said. 


He said he was not sure whether the two sides would 
issue a press communique summing up the Moscow 
talks, as has been done in similar meetings in the past. 


Japanese Foreign Ministry officials stress that a growing 
bribery scandal that is rocking the government of Prime 
Minister Noboru Takeshita has not affected conduct of 
Japan’s diplomacy. 


Japan regards the territorial dispute—Japan’s claim over 
a group of islands off Hokkaido—as the main stumbling 
block to improving bilateral ties. 


The disputed islands, now collectively known in Japan as 
the northern territories, consist of Kunashiri and Etorofu 
off the southern tip of the Kurile chain and two smaller 
island groups—Shikotan and the Habomai islets-——just 
off northeastern Hokkaido. They have been occupied by 
the Soviet Union since a few days before the end of 
World War II. 


The two countries resumed their diplomatic relations in 
1956, but a peace treaty has failed to materialize because 
of Tokyo's insistence that Moscow return all the islands 
to Japan. 


“We would have a peace treaty if the territorial issue had 
been included in the (1956) joint declaration” under 
which the two countries resumed their diplomatic ties, 
the Foreign Ministry official said. 


The Soviet Union offered at that time to return Shikotan 
and the Habomai group to Japan im 1956 but withdrew 
its offer later, citing gathering cold war tension between 
the East and the West. 


Japan and the Soviet Union resumed their talks on the 
territorial issue in January 1986 in a visit to Tokyo by 
Shevardnadze. The visit set off a series of bilateral 
exchanges both at the foreign minister and sub-minister 
levels. 


Japanese Foreign Ministry officials have been heartened 
by the unfolding dialogue, viewing it as a positive step in 
drawing the Soviet leadership to see the Japanese point 
of view. 


The Foreign Ministry particularly takes heart from the 
faci that Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev has taken a 
personal interest in seeking a rapprochement with Japan. 
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In the latest round of talks in the Japanese-Soviet work- 
ing group held in Tokyo in March, the Soviets offered to 
conclude a series of treaties to expand economic ties. 
The proposal was rejected by Tokyo for lack of “political 
foundation.” 


The Foreign Ministry has since softened its stand, with 
ministry officials now saying that Japan may reconsider 
its position if the Soviets show they are “serious” about 
working Out a peace treaty with Japan. 


Fishery Talks With Soviets Stalemated 
OW 2104054989 Tokyo KYODO in English 0336 GMT 
21 Apr 89 


[Text] Moscow, April 20 KYODO—Japanese and Soviet 
fishery negotiators remained wide apart in talks on 
Japan’s salmon catch quota for this year in the Northern 
Pacific that resumed in Moscow on Thursday, Japanese 
delegation sources said. 


The sources said the Japanese side explained to the 
Soviets that Japanese fishermen have been compelled to 
return to Operations in the open sea in the North Pacific 
by mothership-led boats this season due to the recent 
U.S. rejection of a Japanese request for permission to 
catch salmon using shore-based fishing boats. 


Washington rejected the Japanese request on the 
grounds that Japanese fishing vessels inadvertently trap 
fur seals while catching salmon in the open sea. 


The sources said the Japanese fishermen will be com- 
pelled to use smaller motherships since the fishing oper- 
ations will not stop despite the cutback in Japan's catch 
quota in the area. 


In addition, the Japanese asked the Soviets for changes 
in fishing grounds and fishing dates, and the easing of 
curbs on the number of species that can be caught, the 
sources said. 


They said chief Japanese negotiator Harumasa Akaboya, 
director general of the Oceanic Fisheries Department at the 
Fisheries Agency, handed over a personal letter from Tsu- 
tomu Hata, Japanese minister of agriculture, forestry and 
fisheries, to Soviet Fisheries Minister Nikolay Kotlyar. 


The sources said the letter asked the Soviet minister to 
visit Japan as soon as possible. 


The current fifth session of the Japan-Soviet Fisheries 
Committee covers a Soviet plan to totally ban salmon 
fishing in the Northern Pacific by 1992 and to reduce 
Japan’s fishing quota within the Soviet Union's 200-mile 
coastal economic zones. 
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Negotiations had stalled in late March due to a disagree- 
ment over fishing quotas. Japan requested a salmon 
fishing quota of 17,668 tons in the Northern Pacific and 
8,000 tons within Soviet waters, Japanese Government 
sources said. 


The Soviet Union countered with an offer of a salmon 
fishing quota of 15,000 tons in the Northern Pacific and 
4.000-4,500 tons within Soviet waters. 


The negotiations are expected to continue up to the start 
of the fishing season in May, the sources added. 


Government Protests Soviet Airspace Violation 
OW 2104033789 Tokyo KYODO in English 0304 GMT 
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[Text] Tokyo, April 21 KYODO—Japan on Friday lodged 
a protest against the intrusion earlier in the day by a Soviet 
aircraft into Japanese airspace off Rebun Island, Hok- 
kaido, a Foreign Ministry official said Friday. 


The protest was conveyed by Kazuhiko Togo, director of 
the Soviet Union Division of the Foreign Ministry's 
European and Oceanic Affairs Bureau, to Georgiy E. 
Komarovskiy, counsellor at the Soviet Embassy in 
Tokyo, according to the official. 


Togo also urged the Soviet counsellor to take measures to 
prevent further such incidents. 


Komarovskiy told Togo that he had no information 
regarding the incident, in which Japan claims a Soviet 
plane twice intruded into Japanese territorial airspace. 


The Soviet counsellor promised to relay the Japanese 
message to Soviet officials. 


The intruding aircraft flew over Rebun Island between 
2:30 am And 4:00 am, the Air Self-Defense Force 
(ASDF) said. 


After an interceptor was scrambled from the ASDF Base 
in Chitose and a warning was issued in Russian, it said. 


The origin and model of the plane could not be con- 
firmed, but the ASDF believes it was a Soviet Tul6J 
surveillance plane, it said. 


The Soviet plane may have been collecting data on 
Japan’s new automatic air control system that was 
brought into operation last March, ASDF officers said. 


The violation of Japanese air territory by a Soviet 
aircraft was the second since December 1987, when a 
Tul6J plane intruded over Okinawa. 


Japanese airspace has been violated 21 times, 8 of which 
occurred over Rebun Island, the officers said. 
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11 Crew Members of Soviet-Held Boat Released 
OW 2004 150789 Tokyo KYODO in English 1258 GM 
20 Apr 89 


{Text} Kushiro, Hokkaido Pref., April 20 KYODO— 
Soviet authorities released Thursday |1 of the 16 Japa- 
nese fishermen whose boat was seized on March 25 on 
suspicion of illegally operating near Soviet waters, Mar- 
itime Safety Agency officials said Thursday. 


The skipper of the 124.23-ton Kintoku Maru, Tadashi 
Ishizaki, and four others are still detained by the Soviets, 
officials said. 


The Soviets handed the released crew of the fishing boat 
to an MSA [Maritime Safety Agency] patrol boat at the 
port in Soviet-occupied Shikotan Island east of Hok- 
kaido. 


The officials said they did not have sufficient informa- 
tion concerning the seizure due to the absence of the 
boat’s skipper. 


The ship was operating around the Soviet 200-mile 
fishing zone off Shikotan when it was captured. 


The Soviets reportedly said the fishing boat's log was not 
fully recorded. 


Status of Manufacturing Affiliates in China 
OW2004 142189 Tokyo KYODO in English 1345 GMT 
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{Text] Tokyo, April 20 KYODO—Four out of five 
Japanese manufacturing firms operating in China said 
they are faring better now than in the previous year, a 
Japanese trade promotion agency said Thursday. 


The Japan External Trade Organization (JETRO) attrib- 
uted the change to a recent improvement in China's 
investment climate. 


But Japanese affiliates indicated their dissatisfaction 
with the posture being assumed by Chinese subcontrac- 
tors and Chinese joint-venture partners, Jetro said. 


The agency last October sent a questionnaire to 176 
Japanese manufacturing affiliates in China, and just 
over 50 percent replied. 


Almost 80 percent of the respondents said their business 
results have improved from the year before, while 11.8 
percent said they experienced no change and 8.8 percent 
suffered some deterioration. 


Asked about management troubles, 17.5 percent pointed 
to quality control, 11.1 percent labor problems, 9.4 
percent finances, 7.6 percent the market and 6.8 percent 
joint-venture partners. 
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Two-thirds of the 50 companies dealing with Chinese 
subcontractors said they are dissatisfied with either the 
quality, the delivery dates or the price of products. 


Uno Pledges To Strengthen Dialogue With Europe 
OW 2004112889 Tokyo KYODO in English 0848 GMT 
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[Text] Tokyo, April 20 KYODO—Foreign Ministers 
Sosuke Uno of Japan and Hans van den Broek of the 
Netherlands agreed on Thursday to strengthen political 
dialogue between Japan and Western Europe, Foreign 
Ministry officials said. 


Uno, in a two-hour meeting with Van den Broek over 
lunch at the Foreign Ministry’s likura Guesthouse, 
repeated Japan calls for removal of import quotas on 
some Japnese export items, imposed by Benelux coun- 
tries (Belgium, Luxembourg and the Netherlands) in a 
concerted action. 


Ceramic wares, tiles and tablewares are among items 
under Benelux import quotas, the officials said. 


The Japanese foreign minister told Van den Broek those 
import restrictions violate rules under the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and “rade (GATT). 


Van den Broek replied that Holland is in the process of 
liberalizing its import restrictions to prepare for the 1992 
market integration of the European Community (EC). 


Van den Broek arrived in Tokyo on Wednesday, accom- 
panying Dutch Princess Margriet Francisca who is cur- 
rently on a four-day visit to Japan. 


Princess Margriet, the younger sister of Queen Beatrix 
Wilhelmina, attended the opening ceremony in Tokyo 
on Wednesday [19 April] of the “Holland Festival’89,” 
which marks the 380th anniversary of friendly ties 
between the two countries. 


Small Businesses Willing To Employ Foreigners 
OW2104060889 Tokyo KYODO in English 0318 GMT 
21 Apr 89 


[Text] Tokyo, April 21 KYODO—A shortage of skilled 
workers is posing a serious threat to small and medium- 
sized Japanese companies, and they are willing to accept 
foreign workers to fill the gap, the Ministry of Interna- 
tional Trade and Industry (MITI) said in an annual 
report released Friday. 


Small- to medium-sized firms enjoyed a healthy business 
performance in fiscal 1988, helped by the brisk domestic 
economy based on robust consumption, but loss of staff 
forced some of them out of business, the white paper on 
small and medium enterprises said. 
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The recent appreciation of the yen has persuaded an 
increasing number of small companies to shift their 
operations overseas, it said. 


The number of overseas investments by small companies 
jumped more than 5-fold from 1984, just before the yen 
Started rising, to 1,625 in 1988, according to the white 


paper. 


Their overseas investments also showed a tendency to 
shift from industrial nations to such low-wage countries 
as the members of the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) and China, it said. 


On the other hand, the so-called “start-business ratio,” 
which is the percentage of companies that .tarted business 
to the total number of companies, declined to 12.6 percent 
during the 2 years from 1985 to 1987, the lowest reading 
since the ministry started recording the index in 1977. 


In contrast, the “stop-business ratio,” the percentage of 
companies that closed down, surged to 16.7 percent due 
mainly to labor shortages. 


In the survey on the foreign labor issue, the first such 
survey conducted by the ministry, 17.7 percent of the 
respondents answered they already employ foreign work- 
ers or feel the need to do so. 


And 57.5 percent said they are willing to accept, some of 
them under certain conditions, foreign workers for man- 
ual labor. 


The white paper called for cautious handling of the 
problem, however, saying acceptance of foreign laborers 
would have wide-ranging social and economic impacts. 


In pointing out the problems small companies should 
address for further development, the white paper 
stressed the need for them to establish production lines 
that can meet more diversified demands of consumers, 
and to boost their publicity and and shorten working 
hours in order to secure a reliable work force. 


Cabinet Ministers Visit Yasukuni Shrine 
OW2104080489 Tokyo KYODO in English 0333 GMT 
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[Text] Tokyo, April 21 KYODO—More than 200 Diet 
members of the ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP), 
including 10 cabinet ministers, made a visit Friday to 
Tokyo’s Yasukuni Shrine, which is holding its spring 
ceremony. 


Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita, however, did not 
visit the shrine—dedicated to the war dead—and polit- 
ical source said his visit might touch off anti-Japanese 
feelings among people in neighboring countries. 


The shrine in central Tokyo also enshrines Class A war 
criminals including wartime Prime Minister Hideki Tojo. 
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Takeshita is scheduled to visit five member countries of 
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) at 
the end of April. 


LDP officials said a total of 215 LDP Diet members and 
their deputies visited the shrine Friday, an increase of 23 
over last year. 


The cabinet ministers who paid visit included Defense 
Agency chief Kichiro Tazawa, Health and Welfare Min- 
ister Junichiro Koizumi, and Tsutomu Hata, agriculture, 
forestry and fisheries minister. 


Two other cabinet ministers—Justice Minister Masami 
Takatsuji and Chikao Sakamoto, director general of the 
Hokkaido Development Agency—plan to visit the shrine 
later Friday, LDP sources said. 


Hideo Utsumi, state minister in charge of the National 
Land Agency, visited the shrine Thursday. 


Right-wing groups have been calling on the government 
to extend aid to the shrine although the Constitution 
bans state patronage of religious organizations. 


Poll Shows Majority Against Consumption Tax 
OW 2104105489 Tokyo KYODO in English 0805 GMT 
19 Apr 8&9 


{Text} Tokyo, April 19 KYODO—FEighty-two percent of 
people in Japan oppose, and only 5 percent favor the new 
3 percent consumption tax on goods and services that 
took effect two weeks ago, according to the results 
released Wednesday of an opinion poll conducted last 
week by KYODO NEWS SERVICE. 


Asked whether the new tax should be continued or not, 
65 percent replied in the negative, while 30 percent 
favored some amendment, for a total of 95 percent 
disapproving of the controversial new tax, the survey 
said. 


The survey covered 1,000 people picked at random 
throughout the nation and interviewed over the phone. 


It said that those unreservedly favoring the new tax were 
extremely low in number, accounting for only 3 percent, 
indicating people’s strong antipathy to the new measure 
despite the government's fervent public relations efforts 
to promote the merits of tax reform. 


By sex, males in favor of the new tax reached 7 percent 
as against 3 percent of females, the survey showed. 


By category of age, only 2 percent of those in their 40s 
favored the new tax, compared to 4 percent in the 30s 
and 50s, it said. 


The survey also showed that the total of those in favor of 
the new tax before and after its implementation 
remained unchanged at 5 percent. 
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On the other hand, opponents to the new tax rose to 82 
percent after its imp!ementation from 76 percent before, 
the survey showed. 


Asked why they opposed the now tax, 36 percent cited 
increased household spending, 29 percent said the gov- 
ernment had not adequately taken into consideration its 
efforts on the lower income-bracket, while || percent 
stressed its complex framework. 


As to the 2.6 trillion yen income tax reduction imple- 
mented with the introduction of the new tax on April 1, 
71 percent said they do not actually feel it, while 11 
percent said they did not know about such a reduction. 


Concerning possible price gouging, 89 percent replied 
that they had noticed it to some extent, indicating that 
nine out of 10 people have experienced such a phenom- 
enon. 


Among supporters of the ruling Liberal Democratic 
Party, 66 percent said they had opposed the tax before 
the new tax implementation. 


But the poll found out that, two weeks after its imple- 
mentation, those opposing the new tax rose by 6 percent- 
age points to 66 percent, the survey said. 


Among those supporting Prime Minister Noboru 
Takeshita’s government, opponents of the new tax 
reached 5! percent, against 36 percent in favor, it said. 


As to whether the new tax should be continued or rot, 48 
percent of the LDP supporters were in favor of its 
abolition, and 42 percent sought its revision, for a total 
of 90 percent favoring some form of amendment. 


North Korea 


Commentary Condenns Bush’s SDI Policy 
SK2104054489 Pyongyang KCNA in English 09450 GMT 
21 Apr 89 


{Text} Pyongyang April 21 (KCNA}—NODONG SIN- 
MUN today in a signed commentary hits out at the 
rigmarole of Bush that the United States and its allies 
must modernize “strategic armed forces” and conven- 
tional armament and push ahead with the “Strategic 
Defense Initiative,” instead of reducing arms, anc thus 
maintain “U.S. strategic predominance.” 


Noting that although Bush spun out a string of balcder- 


dash in an effort to describe himself as an “»postle of 


” 


peace,” it was a deception and hypocrisy, the new 
analyst says his administration, just like the p,ec:aing 
one, is taking the road of adventure against the world 
revolutionary forces while attaching top priority impor- 
tance to the line of thermonuclear war. 
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How maliciously Bush is challenging the desire of man- 
kind for peace finds its salient expression in his Korea 
policy, the news analyst says, and goes on: 


The U.S. imperialists are resorting to the “two Koreas’ 
plot to provide a political guarantee of keeping hold o) 
South Korea as a colony and a military base for aggres- 
sion, ignoring all our efforts for the removai of the 
military confrontation and the relaxation of the tension 
on the Korean peninsula. 


This tells that the line of war and confrontation is the 
fundamental stand taken by the U.S. imperialists toward 
Korea. 


Loud-mouthed as they are about “moderateness,” 
“detente” and “cooperation” in the gu’‘se of “peace,” 
they are, in actuality, seekir.g war and aggravation of the 
tensions and rurning amuck in their thorough-paced 
anti-communist, anti- socialist offensive. 


No matter what misfortunes and hardships others may 
undergo, living in a state of division, and no matter what 
nuclear holocaust mankind may incur, they will work 
only to attain their aggressive purpises. This is, indeed, 
a wolfish nature. 


if the U.S. imperialists insolently continue taking the 
road to aggression and war, it will only result in precip- 
itating their own destruction, stresses the news analyst. 


Talks Rupture Caused by South's Arrest 0: Mun 
SK2104055489 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0456 GMT 
21 Apr 89 


[Text] Pyongyang April 2! (ACN-».)}—As the South Korean 
rulers have extremely aggravated the North-South rela- 
tions which had been going toward reconciliation and 
detente by arresting Rev. Mun Ik-hwan on charges of 
violating the “National Security Law”, the North side took 
@ measure to put off the preliminary talks for North-South 
high-level political and military talks slated for April 26 to 
July 12 and the third round of North-South sports talks 
scheduled for April 18 io July 18. 


This no’.withstanding, the South Korean rulers are rais- 
1% a hue and cry these days, slandering the just measure 
cf the North side as “turning away” from ‘he desire of 
the fellow countrymen and as “disregard” of the «+r 
side. 


This is a rid culou artifice to justify their crime against 
dialogue and reunification, declares NODONG SIN- 
MUN in a signed commentary today. 


The paper says. 
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In the “July 7 declaration,” a person in South Korean 
authority himself made a commitment to “interchanges 
and visits” between the North and the South. But he 
incriminated Rev. Mun Ik-hwan who translated this into 
practice. 


This tells that “dialogue” and “reunification” advertised 
by the South Korean authorities are an empty slogan to 
deceive the public opinion at home and abroad and they 
have no other intention but to use North-South dialogue 
as means for the prolongation of power. 


The South Korean rulers must bear a due responsibility 
for the anti-national crime in barring the successful 
progress of general North-South dialogue by reversing 
the situation which is developing favourably for national 
reconciliation and reunification. 


If they have an intention to have a dialogue with the 
North and solve the reunification question from a gen- 
uine stand, the South Korean authorities must abrogate 
the “‘National Security Law”, stop barring dialogue of 
non- governmental level between the North and the 
South, release Rev. Mun Ik-hwan unconditionally and 
discontinue the anti-communist fascist moves at once. 


Meeting To Oppose No Tae-u’s Visit to Japan Held 
SK 1804151689 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1503 GMT 
18 Apr 89 


[Text] Pyongyang April 18 (KCNA)}—A meeting of com- 
patriots in Japan and Japanese people opposing the 
scheduled visit to Japan of the traitor No Tae-u and 
demanding the release of Japan-born Korean political 
prisoners in South Korea was held in Tokyo under the 
joint sponsorship of the “Society of Families and Com- 
patriots for the Rescue of Japan-Born Korean Political 
Prisoners in South Korea” and the “National Council of 
the Society for the Rescue Japan-Born Korean Political 
Prisoners in South Korea.” 


Representative of the “National Council of the Society 
for the Rescue of Japan-Born Korean Political Prisoners 
in South Korea” Shigeru Yoshimatsu and chairman of 
“the Society of Families and compatriots for the rescue 
of Japan-Born Korean Political Prisoners in South 
Korea” Yi Cha-yong made speeches at the meeting. 


The speakers said that the scheme of the No Tae-u fascist 
clique to punish Rev. Mun Ik-hwan who had visited the 
northern half of Korea by invoking the “National Secu- 
rity Law” shows by itself that the “democratisation” 
clamoured about by the clique was a disguise. 


They dressed that the suppressive scheme of the fascist 
clique against Rev. Mun Ik-hwan and the opposition 
democratic forces should be smashed. 


The meeting adopted a resolution to carry on a protest 
action for a month against the traitor No Tae-u’s tour of 
Japan. 
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HANGYORE Chairman Vows To Report on 
North 

SK2104111189 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1000 
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[Text] Pyongyang April 2! (KCNA)}—Chang Yun-hwan, 
chairman of the Editorial Committee of HANGYORE 
SINMUN, reportedly stressed that he would “as ever 
continually promote a plan to visit and cover the North 
for democracy and reunification” at a press conference 
which was held at the Editorial Department of the paper 
on April 19. 


He noted that the puppet clique’s barring of news 
coverage in the northern half of the Republic “is wrong 
ethically” and expressed indignation at the continued 
detention and arrest of journalists of HANGYORE 
SINMUN for the reason that they planned to visit and 
cover Pyongyang and promoted the plan. 


On the same day, the South Korean Journalists Associ- 
ation issued a statement, demanding that the present 
“government” release at once the detained and arrested 
men of the press and dissolve the joint security investi- 
gation headquarters standing in the van in the suppres- 
sion of men of the press. 


South Soldiers Said Waiting To Suppress 
Workers 

SK2104110589 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1024 
GMT 
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[Text] Pyongyang April 21 (KCNA)}—The No Tae-u 
military blackguards put 80,000 puppet Army troops in 
waiting for suppression of the workers who are striking 
for their vital rights and democratic liberties, according 
to a report. 


The fascist clique held a secret confab at a “meeting of 
ministers for measures on labour” on April 18, and 
enforced a roll-call on the 80,000 troops of the puppet 
Army and now keeps them ready for action to suppress 
the workers an ' moment. 


The No Tae-u rnilitary fascist clique fully betrayed its 
true color as a group of human butchers when it mobi- 
lized huge combat police corps to suppress the recent 
strikes of the Seoul Subway Company workers and of the 
workers at the Hyundai Heavy Industries in Ulsan. Not 
content with it, the fascist clique intends to set in motion 
even puppet army troops in an effort to keep the struggle 
of workers from gaining in scope, turning a deaf ear to 
denunciation by public opinion. 


The situation proves that the No group is placing South 
Korea under 2 full-blown martial law state at present. 
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Never in history has there been an instance of mobiliza- 
tion of puppet Army troops for crackdown on the labour 
movement, either under the 12 years of the Syngman 
Rhee puppet dictatorial regime, or under the | 8 years of 
the truculent “Yusin” dictatorial “regime,” or in the 
bloody period of the “Fifth Republic.” 


Facts clearly show that the “Sixth Republic” of the 
traitor No overshadows by far the preceding puppet 
dictatorial regimes in its bestial and anti-popular nature. 


Their atiempt to mobilize puppet army in suppressing 
the labour movement is, in essence, a criminal ove 
aimed at giving rise to the second Kwangju incident and 
stifling all the movements of the people for indepen- 
dence, democracy and reunification. 


Now the South Korean people are watching with height- 
ened vigilance the moves of the fascist clique. 


Commentary Denounces Mun Ik-hwan’s Arrest 
SK2104005789 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
1150 GMT 18 Apr 89 


[Commentary by station commentator Yi Chu-kyong: 
“Responsibility Lies With the South Korean Ruling 
Bunch] 


[Text] As has already been reported, on 17 April, the 
head of our side’s delegation to the preliminary meeting 
for the North-South high-level political and military 
talks and the head of our side’s delegation to the North- 
South sports talks respectively sent telephone messages 
to the senior delegates of the South side’s delegations. In 
the telephone messages, the heads of our side’s delega- 
tions pointed out that the South Korean authorities have 
aggravated North-South relations to the utmost and have 
created an artificial obstacle to the North-South dialogue 
by illegally and unjustly detaining Rev Mun Ik-hwan, 
who returned home after legally visiting Pyongyang at 
our side’s official invitation and after reaching a good 
agreement on peaceful reunification, and notified the 
opposing side that we cannot but postpone the third 
preliminary talks for the North-South high-level political 
and military talks to 12 July and the third round of the 
North-South sports talks to 18 July. 


The South Korean ruling bunch is wholly responsible for 
the fact that following the postponement of meetings 
between parliamentarians of both sides to prepare for a 
North-South joint parliamentary conference because of 
the “Team Spirit-89” joint military exercise, the prelim- 
inary talks for the North-South high-level political and 
military talks and the North-South sports talks were also 
postponed. Rev Mun’s Pyongyang visit was designed to 
open a new phase in national uvity and reunification by 
further opening the road toward dialogue, cooperation, 
and exchange between the North and South. 
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In reality, his visit was very useful and attained great 
success. During his visit, he was received by the great 
leader Comrade Kim Il-song and held a frank dialogue 
with him on proposals to reunify the fatherland and the 
future of the nation, and sincerely discussed reunifica- 
tion with relevant officials of the Committee for the 
Peaceful Reunification of the Fatherland and released a 
joint statement. If it had been truly interested in North- 
South dialogue and reunification and had had a will to 
resolve the reunification issue through dialogue, the 
South Korean ruling bunch should have assumed the 
stand of affirmatively accepting the achievements of Rev 
Mun’s Pyongyang visit. Nevertheless, it committed the 
violent, brutal act of abruptly arresting Rev Mun inside 
the airplane and taking him away upon his arrival in 
Seoul, alleging that he is a criminal caught red-handed. 
This violent act by the South Korean ruling bunch is 
tantamount to the declaration that it would not hold 
dialogue with us or achieve reunification with us. 


Moreover, the South Korean ruling bunch detained Rev 
Mun on charges of holding meetings or communicating 
with the elements of an antistate organization and is 
suppressing him. This 1s truly preposterous. In last year’s 
7 July Declaration, No Tae-u said that he would consider 
us as member of the national community or partner and 
that he would open the door to ensure that mutual 
exchanges can be positively promoted between the broad 
strata of compatriots of the North and Sovth. ASAHI 
SHIMBUN of Japan also pointed out that there is no 
denying the fact that Rev Mun visited the North in step 
with the 7 July Declaration. 


The South Korean bunch is suppressing him by applying 
the National Security Law on charges of visiting the 
northern half of the republic through the door that it 
itself opened. This is self-contradictory. The South 
Korean ruling bunch is suppressing a person—who con- 
tacted and held talks with us—by applying a vicious law 
that terms our side, the opposing side in dialogue, as an 
antistate organization. This only shows that reconcilia- 
tion, dialogue, or reunification which it has talked about 
is all false. This also openly shows its antidiaiogue, 
antirevnification stand of confronting us at all costs. 
Moreover, under the pretext of Rev Mun’s Pyongyang 
visit, the South Korean tascist ruling bunch is conduct- 
ing an all-out investigation int) the National Democratic 
Alliance of Korea and other dissident democratic orga- 
nizations and organizations that are seeking North- 
South exchange; is taking away and detaining demo- 
cratic figures; and is kicking up all-out fascist frenzies. 


It recently detained Yi Yong-hui, adviser to HANGY- 
ORE SINMUN’s editorial staff, on charges of mapping 
out a plan to cover news from the northern half of the 
republic and carrying out this plan. The South Korean 
ruling bunch is suppressing those who contacted us or 
who tried to contact us. Because of this, it has no face or 
qualification to talk about dialogue and reunification. 


FBIS-EAS-89-076 
21 April 1989 


Under circumstances in which the South Korean ruling 
bunch assumes the stand of completely rejecting dia- 
logue and reunification with us, deliberately aggravates 
North-South relations, and mars the atmosphere of dia- 
logue, even if we sit face to face and hold talks with it, no 
progress will be made at all. 


We made all efforts to rescue North-South dialogue. 
Nevertheless, we could not but postpone the scheduled 
talks by 3 months against our will due to the opposing 
side’s vicious challenge. No matter what sophistry it may 
utter, the South Korean ruling bunch will in no way 
escape from the responsibility for causing the North- 
South to again suffer twists and turns nor can it escape 
from the denunciation of the entire nation and fair 
public opinion. The South Korean ruling bunch must, 
though somewhat belated, unconditionally release Rev 
Mun, who returned home after visiting Pyongyang as an 
emissary of reunification, and must stop its antireunifi- 
cation fascist frenzies, thus removing the bad atmo- 
sphere of dialogue at the earliest date. We will watch its 
act. 


GFTUK Condemns Action 
SK2104071089 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
2200 GMT 20 Apr 8&9 


[Statement by the General Federation of Trade Unions 
of Korea (GFTUK) Central Committee denouncing the 
arrest of Rev Mun Ik-hwan—read by announcer] 


[Text] The fascist No Tae-u clique arrested Rev Mun 
Ik-hwan, adviser to the National Democratic Alliance of 
Korea [Chonminnyon], who has returned after visiting 
the northern half of the republic. This oppressive atroc- 
ity, which incurs the wrath of heaven and man, is now 
arousing surging animosity and indignation among our 
trade union members and all other Korean people. The 
GFTUK Central Committee regards the outrageous 
crime of the homicidal No Tae-u scoundrels, who com- 
mitted a fiendish atrocity of taking Rev Mun Ik-hwan to 
prison by wielding the heinous National Security Law 
even before he deplaned, as a violent and blatant chal- 
lenge to national reconciliation, dialogue, and reunifica- 
tion, and sternly denounces this in the name of the 
GFTUK members of the northern half of the Republic. 


Today, for our people, no other task in the history of the 
nation is more urgent and important than promoting 
national unity and achieving the peaceful reunification 
of the country by disregarding ideas and concepts. 


Today, wher, even countries and nations with different 
languages and colors liquidate the relations of confron- 
tation of the past and seek mutual reconciliation and 
coprosperity, our homogeneous compatriots still con- 
tinue to antagonize, compete, and confront with one 
another. This is a national tragedy that should no longer 
be tolerated. 
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Under no circumstances should we allow this tragic 
situation to continue. We must end ii at an early date. 


To this end, the people of all walks of life in the North 
and South, as consanguineous compatriots, should 
jointly seek a way to mutual reconciliation and unity. 


Of late, the people of all walks of life in South Korea, as 
if to compete with one another, have strongly demanded 
multisided dialogues and contacts with the North. This 
has proceeded from the patriotism to open a break- 
through in the isolation between the North and South, 
which has continued for 44 years. 


As a renowned leading dissident figure, Rev Mun Ik- 
hwan, by reflecting such aspiration and cesire of the 
people of all walks of life in South Korea, gallantly set 
out on the road to Pyongyang with the noble desire to 
pave the way to reconiliation, unity, and reunification 
between the North and South. 


This notwithstanding, the No Tae-u ring raised double- 
or triple-layer blockades around the airport by mobiliz- 
ing numerous riot police troops and committed the 
atrocity of taking Rev Mun Ik-hwan to the torture room 
of the Agency for National Security Planning by ignoring 
even the earnest appeal of his nearly 100-year-old 
mother, who went to the airport to meet her son. 


This ts the dirtiest and most outrageous act of the 
hooligans which can never be committed by any politi- 
cian, who babbles about state affairs, or by any man of 
conscience. 


The Rev Mun Ik-hwan’s visit to Pyongyang can never 
constitu’e a crime or become a target of punishment 
even in view of traitor No Tae-u’s pledge that he would 
regard reunification as the first-priority task during his 
tenure and would develop North-South relations into a 
partnership, not into hostile relations. 


The No Tae-u military hooligans unconditionally shack- 
led Rev Mun Ik-hwan even without listening to him 
regarding his Pyongyang visit. By doing so, they them- 
selves have laid bare that the so-called summit talks for 
reconciliation and reunification, which they have loudly 
advocated whenever there was an opportunity, are com- 
pletely false, and that those things are an act of dirty 
tricks designed to boost No Tae-u's image. 


However, as it is impossible to turn the wheels of history 
backward, nothing in this world can block the people's 
powerful march to national reconciliation and reunifica- 
tion. 


If the No Tae-u ring thinks that it can quell the South 
Korean people's ever-growing desire for reunfication 
and can maintain its life by punishing Rev Mun Ik-hwan, 


FBIS-EAS-89-076 
21 April 1989 


who has returned after doing something favorable for 
national reconciliation and reunification, and by further 
intensifying the fascist oppression, this is a big miscal- 
culation. 


The No Tae-u ring must unconditionally and immedi- 
ately release Rev Mun Ik-hwan and many other demo- 
cratic figures, youths, students, and workers who have 
been arrested and jailed. At the same time, it must 
guarantee the freedom to discuss reunification. and must 
not block with guns and bayonets the way to broad 
dialogue by all circles and classes. 


If the fascist South Korean clique defiantly punishes Rev 
Mun Ik-hwan, despite our repeated warning, this will 
bring nothing but only the result of accelerating its 
ruination. 


Availing ourselves of this opportunity, we urgently 
appeal to the hundreds of million workers of the world 
and workers’ organizations of all countries to extend 
even more positive support and solidarity toward the 
Korean people’s just struggle to have Rev Mun Ik-hwan 
released at an early date, and to accelerate the indepen- 
dent and peaceful reunification of the fatherland, and 
toward the South Korean workers’ struggle to achieve the 
right to existence, and democratic freedom. 


[Dated] 20 April 1989, Pyongyang 


Workers Denounce Mun’s ‘Persecution’ 
SK2004222689 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1518 
GMT 
20 Apr 89 


[Text] Pyongyang April 20 (KCNA)}—Working people of 
Sinuiju, North Pyongan Province, and of Wonsan, Kang- 
won Province, held meetings today denouncing with 
surging national indignation the ever harsher persecu- 
tion of Rev. Mun Ik-hwan and the patriotic, democratic 
forces by the No Tae-u fascist clique. 


Seen at the meeting places were sloganboards reading 
“Down with the No Tae-u group trying to bar our 
country’s reunification and freeze national division!” 
“The South Korean fascist clique must immediately stop 
suppressing the democratic forces including Rev. Mun 
Ik-hwan!” “Let us remove misunderstanding and con- 
frontation between the North and the South and achieve 
national unity!” etc. and posters. 


Shouts bitterly denouncing the heinous stranglers of 
peace and reunification rang out before the opening of 
the meetings. 


The speakers at the meetings said the No Tae-u fascist 
clique’s persecution of Rev. Mun and the patriotic, 
democratic forces is a terrorism in broad daylight which 
can be committed only by the military hooligans and a 
vicious challenge to human rights, democracy and the 
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peaceful reunification of the coiery. It gave rise to bitter 
resentment and indignation among all the fellow coun- 
trymen and the honest-minded people across the world, 
they added. 


They further said: the No Tae-u group at the instigation 
of the U.S. imperialists threw off its “commitments to 
democracy” like a pair of wornout sandals and more 
viciously kicked up anti-commanist confrontation and 
suppressive offensive before and after Rev. Mun’s visit 
to Pyongyang. In this way, the No group seeks to totally 
stifle the growing desire and the vigorous movement for 
reunification in South Korea and open a way out from its 
allout crisis. 


The No Tae-u fascist clique will be held fully responsible 
for all the consequences to be entailed by the present 
serious situation of South Korea, solemnly warned the 
speakers. 


SKNDF Youth Department Urges 
‘Counteroffensive’ 

SK2004230789 Pyongyang KCNA in English 2231 
GMT 

20 Apr 89 


[Text] Pyongyang April 20 (KCNA) Let us turn out 
again to the plaza of the April 19 struggle to prevent the 
revival of the dictatorship of the ‘Fifth Republic” and 
severely punish No Tae-u, holding higher the blood- 
stained banner of April! 


So says the appeal issued by the Youth and Student 
Department of the Central Committee of the South 
Korean National Democratic Front [SKNDF] on April 
17 calling upon the youth and students to turn out to the 
nation-wide counter- offensive against the fascist offen- 
sive of the No Tae-u group on the occasion of the 29th 
anniversary of the April 19 popular uprising. 


The appeal says: 


The April 19 popular uprising was a great event which 
opened the door of the anti-fascist democratic struggle in 
the history of the people’s national-salvation movement 
and a shining constellation which opened up a new path 
of the youth and student movement. Devolved upon the 
youth and students today is an important mission of 
advancing again to the plaza of the April 19 struggle with 
the will and desire of that day. 


The No Tae-u “military government” which cast off the 
mask of “democratisation” in face of the eruption of the 
desire of the people of all strata for democracy is totally 
suppressing all the patriotic democratic forces after 
branding them as “leftist pro-communists” by mobilis- 
ing all government power with Rev. Mun Ik-hwan’s visit 
to Pyongyang as a pretext. 
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Noting that today’s situation calls the youth and students 
to turn Out again to the plaza of the sacred national- 
Salvation struggle to prevent the revival of the dictator- 
ship of the “Fifth Republic”, the appeal goes on: 


Only when you come out again to the plaza of the April 
19 struggle holding torchlights, a breakthrough for 
counter-offensive will be made for smashing the fascist 
offensive and the phase of the second June resistance be 
opened to destroy the No Tae-u “military government”. 


The one million students must be aware of the urgent 
demand of the situation and launch an all-out counter- 
offensive to remove the No Tae-u “military govern- 
ment” with the struggle against the revival of the dicta- 
torship of the new “Fifth Republic’”’. 


The appeal calls upon the youth and students to join 
hands with people’s movement organizations of all strata 
including the National Alliance of the Movement for the 
Nation and Democracy and conscientious personages of 
all political parties and groupings and all segments of 
people and valiantly come out in the struggle to have 
Rev. Mun, a patriot struggling for reunification, released 
and punish No Tae-u, the traitor to national reunifica- 
tion, and carry out all struggles under the banner of 
independence against U.S. imperialism in close combi- 
nation with the anti-U.S. struggle for driving out the 
United States backing the dictatorship. 


Meeting Welcomes ‘Compatriot’ From South 
S$K2004223589 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1523 
GMT 

20 Apr 89 


[Text] Pyongyang April 20 (KCNA)—A Pyongyang mass 
meeting was held this afternoon to welcome compatriot 
Kim Tae-sik and his son who have come over to the 
northern half of Korea some time ago. 


At the meeting a DPRK order and medal and a money 
prize were conferred upon Kim Tae-sik and his son and 
souvenirs handed to them. 


In his welcome address Vice-Chairman of the Pyongyang 
Municipal Administration and Economic Guidance 
Committee Yi Tok-yop warmly welcomed in the name of 
the entire Pyongyang citizens compatriot Kim Tae-sik 
who broke away from the colonial military fascist rule of 
the U.S. imperialists and the South Korean puppets and 
has come to the embrace of the socialist homeland 
shining with the resourcefulness and dignity of the 
nation and his son Kim Hong-ki who followed his father 
with a firm determination to come over to the northern 
half of Korea and has embarked upon the road of a new 
worthy life in the bosom of the DPRK. 
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Believing that compatriot Kim Tae-sik will do his best to 
accomplish the cause of the country’s reunification in 
order to justify the great benevolence of the great leader 
Comrade Kim Il-song and dear Comrade Kim Chong-il, 
the speaker sincerely wished him all the best and happi- 
ness in his new life. 


Compatriot Kim Tae-sik made an address in reply. 


He extended highest honour and warmest thanks with 
unbounded respect and reverence to respected President 
Kim Il-song and dear Mr. Kim Chong-il who highly 
estimated his brave deed as a patriotic action for the 
country and the people and gave the joy and happiness of 
rebirth to him who was neither a patriotic fighter nor a 
resistance fighter but a casual labourer. 


He went on: 


South Korea is a hateful society where a tiny handful of 
ruling circles live in extravagance, amassing a fortune by 
immoral means, but the majority of people groan in hard 
work, being made a victim of those in power. 


The people in the North do not know the word of tax, 
living in their houses with stable jobs, but the people in 
the South languish in the mire of poverty under heavy 
taxation. 


In the Republic respected President Kim Il-song and 
dear Mr. Kim Chong-il, heads of the family of the whole 
country, are personally looking after and taking care of 
the health and lives of the people. Such a paradise is 
found nowhere else in the world. 


The people in the South are striving to understand the 
reality of the North, looking up to the North as a beacon 
of hope and boundlessly longing for the northern half of 
Korea. 


Television and publications in the South are reflecting 
the august image of respected President Kim I]-song and 
dear leader Mr. Kim Chong-il. These public sentiments 
in the South prompted Rev. Mun Ik-hwan and his 
companion to visit the North. 


He expressed the conviction that however harshly the 
South Korean authorities may suppress and threaten 
them by the “National Security Law,” more democratic 
figures and people of all strata will come to the northern 
half of Korea. If the No Tae-u group resorts only to 
suppression to dampen the aspirations of the nation and 
stem the trend of the public sentiments to reunification, 
it will meet a more miserable end than that of the 
preceding dictators. 


He wholeheartedly wished President Kim Il-song and 
Mr. Kim Chong-il good health and long life. 


At the meeting Kim Hong-ki also spoke in reply. 
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Kim Il-song Meets Cuban Party Delegation 
SK2104103089 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1020 
GMT 

21 Apr 89 


[Text] Pyongyang April 21 (KCNA) The great leader 
Comrade Kim Il-song today met the visiting delegation 
of the Communist Party of Cuba [CPC] headed by Juan 
Antonio Rosas Pena, chief of the Construction Depart- 
ment of the C.C. [Central Committee}, CPC. 


Present on the occasion were Kim Yong-son, director of 
a Department of the Central Committee of the Workers’ 
Party of Korea, and Chae Hyong-sik, first vice-director 
of a department of the C.C., WPK. 


Juan Jose Leon Vega, ambassador extraordinary and 
planipotentiary of the Republic of Cuba to Korea, was 
also on hand. 


Comrade Kim Il-song conversed with the guests in a 
cordial and friendly atmosphere. 


WPK, CPC Hold Talks 
SK2004224889 Pyongyang KCNA in English 2243 
GMT 
20 Apr 89 


[Text] Pyongyang April 20 (KCNA) Talks between the 
delegations of the Workers’ Party of Korea [WPK] and 
of the Communist Party of Cuba [CPC] were held today 
in Pyongyang. 


Present at the talks on the Korean side were Chae 
Hyong-sik, first vice-director of a department of the 
Central Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea, and 
officials concerned and on the Cuban side were the 
members of the delegation headed by Juan Antonio 
Rosas Pena, chief of the construction department of the 
CPC Central Committee. 


The talks proceeded in a friendly atmosphere. 


Meeting Celebrates Cuban Victory 
SK2004 152689 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1507 
GMT 
20 Apr 89 


[Text] Pyongyang April 20 (KCNA) —A soldiers’ meet- 
ing was held today at the Korean People’s Army unit to 
which Comrade Yi Chong-san belongs on the occasion of 
the 28th anniversary of the victory of the Cuban people 
in the Playa Giron battle. 


Present there on invitation were Cuban Ambassador 
Juan Jose Leon Vega and Military Attache Emilio 
Morales Ssegui. 


Speeches were exchanged at the meeting attended by 
soldiers of the unit. 


FE EE RS TTT 
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Kim I[l-song Receives Honorary Guyana 
Citizenship 

SK 2004054289 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0446 
GMT 

20 Apr 89 


[Text] Pyongyang April 20 (KCNA) —The honorary cit- 
izenship of Georgetown was awarded to the great leader 
President Kim Il-song in Guyana on the occasion of 
April 15. 


A meeting for awarding the honorary citizen’s certificate 
was held at the DPRK Embassy in Georgetown on April 
14. There Robert Williams, member of the Central 
Executive Committee of the People’s National Congress 
of Guyana and chairman of the Georgetown City Com- 
mittee of the Congress, conveyed the decision dated 
March 13 of the city council to register President Kim 
Il-song as an honorary citizen of Georgetown and award 
him honorary citizen’s certificate. 


He said in his speech: 


We think it a high glory to award the honorary citizen’s 
certificate of Georgetown to respected comrade Presi- 
dent Kim Il-song on the occasion of his birthday. 


Respected Comrade Kim Il-song is a great leader who 
has devoted his whole life to the people’s freedom and 
happiness and the strengthening and development of the 
international communist movement and the world rev- 
olution for a long period ever since he embarked upon 
the road of revolution in his early years. 


He founded the immortal chuche idea and has wisely 
directed social revolutions of several stages, bringing 
changes and prosperity of the century in the democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea. 


He is now leading the people’s struggle for independence 
against imperialism along a road of victory. 


He has made a great contribution to the development of 
the friendly and cooperative relations between the 
Korean and Guyanese peoples to a new, higher stage and 
rendered selfless assistance to Guyana, setting a living 
example of the realisation of South-South cooperation. 


Highly appreciating the immortal feats performed by 
him for the Korean revolution and the world revolution, 
the Georgetown City Council decided to register him as 
an honorary citizen of Georgetown, the capital of our 
country, and award him the honorary citizen's certifi- 
cate. 


We firmly believe that this honorary citizen’s certificate 
will remain long as an expression of deep respect and 
reverence of the Guyanese people fcr the great leader 
Comrade Kim Il-song and a symbol of eternal friendship 
and cooperation between the guyanese and Korean peo- 
ples and between Georgetown and Pyongyang. 
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We wholeheartedly wish the great leader Comrade Kim 
Il-song good health and long life. 


The honorary citizen’s certificate was handed io the 
DPRK ambassador by Robert Williams. 


Kim Chong-il Receives Citizenship 
SK2004054689 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0453 
GMT 
20 Apr 89 


[Text] Pyongyang April 20 (KCNA)}—The honorary cit- 
izenship of Georgetown was awarded to dear Comrade 
Kim Chong-il in Guyana on the occasion of April 15. 


A meeting for awarding the honorary citizen’s certificate 
was held at the DPRK Embassy in Georgetown on April 
14. There Robert Williams, member of the Central 
Executive Committee of the People’s National Congress 
of Guyana and chairman of the Georgetown City Com- 
mittee of the Congress, conveyed the decision of the city 
council dated March 13 to register Comrade Kim 
Chong-il as an honorary citizen of Georgetown and 
award him honorary citizen's certificate. 


He said in his speech: 


We think it a great glory to award the honorary citizen’s 
certificate of Georgetown to dear Comrade Kim Chong- 
il on the occasion of the birthday of respected Comrade 
President Kim Il-song. 


Comrade Kim Chong-il is the successor to the revolu- 
tionary cause of chuche pioneered by the great leader 
Comrade Kim Ii-song and the dear leader of the Korean 


people. 


He is one more distinguished leader of our era who is 
constantly developing in depth the great chuche idea and 
leading the Korean revolution and world revolution 
along the road of victory. 


He is wisely guiding the Korean people’s heroic struggle 
for the complete victory of socialism and the realisation 
of the independent and peaceful reunification of the 
country with his brilliant intelligence and rare penetra- 
tion. 


He is putting his heart and soul into further strengthen- 
ing and developing the friendly and cooperative rela- 
tions between Korea and Guyana and making a great 
contribution to the realisation of the world people's 
cause of independence. 


Highly praising the immortal feats performed by him for 
the Korean revolution and the world revolution, the 
Georgetown City Council decided to register him as an 
honorary citizen of Georgetown, the capital of our coun- 
try, and award him the honorary citizen’s certificate. 
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We firmly believe that this honorary citizen’s certificate 
will remain long as an expression of deep respect and 
reverence of the Guyanese people for dear Comrade Kim 
Chong-il and a symbol of eternal friendship and cooper- 
ation between the Guyanese and Korean peoples and 
between Georgetown and Pyongyang. 


We wholeheartedly wish the dear leader Comrade Kim 
Chong-il good health and long life. 


The honorary citizen’s certificate was handed to the 
DPRK ambassador by Robert Williams. 


Chongnyon Bank Delegation Visits Pyongyang 
SK 2004063089 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0524 
GMT 

20 Apr 89 


Pyongyang April 20 (KCNA) —A delegation of the joint 
venture bank of the General Association of Korean 
Residents in Japan (Chongnyon) headed by Chon Yon- 
sik, vice-chairman of the Central Standing Committee of 
Chongnyon, flew into Pyongyang Wednesday. 


It was met at the airport by Kim Tal-hyon, chairman of 
the Commission of External Economic Affairs, Kim 
Chu-yong, Director of the General Bureau for Overseas 
Compatriots Affairs, and Kim Song-hwan, vice-minister 
of Joint Venture Industry. 


Czechoslovak Group Note Anniversary of KPA 
SK 2004153289 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1509 
GMT 

20 Apr 89 


[Text] Pyongyang April 20 (KCNA)}—The Czechoslovak 
delegation to the Neutral Nations Supervisory Commis- 
sion [NNSC] arranged a friendship gathering in Kaesong 
on April 19 on the occasion of the 57th anniversary of 
the foundation of the heroic Korean People’s Army 
[KPA]. 


Present on invitation were Maj. General Choe Ui-ung, 
senior member of our side to the Military Armistice 
Commission, and officers of the KPA. 


Maj. General Jan Martinsky, Czechoslovak member to 
the NNSC, and his staffers were present. 


The participants saw pictures and books showing the 
friendly relations between Korea and Czechoslovakia 
and the achievements made by the peoples of the two 
countries in the building of socialism and appreciated a 
Czechoslovak documentary film. 


Then a party was given. 


Speeches were made at the party which took place in an 
atmosphere of friendship. 
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* Youth Festival Seen as National Showcase 
41100020 Pyongyang NODONG SINMUN in Korean 
6 Mar 89 p 1 


{Editorial: ““Let Us Carry Out Still More Excellently the 
Work To Glorify the 13th World Youths and Students 
Festival”’} 


[Text] The opening date of the 13th World Youths and 
Students Festival [WYSF] is drawing closer with each 
passing day. 


Currently, our youth and people are vigorously carrying 
out with intense revolutionary fervor the task designed 
to brilliantly adorn the coming 13th WYSF. As a conse- 
quence, the whole country is seething with the height- 
ened enthusiasm of our youth and people to glorify this 
festival. 


The expectations and interest of the world’s people 
concerning this festival are growing daily, with the 
attention of the whole world focused on Pyongyang, the 
site of the festival. 


The 13th WYSF scheduled to be held in Pyongyang, the 
capital of Korea, is a grand international festival of very 
great significance. 


The great leader Comrade Kim Il-song taught as follows: 


“The forthcoming festival which will open amid the 
profound interest of the progressive people of the whole 
world will provide a splendid international stage on 
which youth from the five continents of the world will 
gather to exchange their great youthful ideals and aspi- 
rations, and on which the new generation of youth, 
fighting shoulder to shoulder for world peace and for the 
bright future of humanity, will demonstrate the power of 
their unity and solidarity.” 


The 13th WYSF will be the first grand international 
political festival to be held in Asia and an international 
event that has no precedent in our history. 


The WYSF, which include a schedule of various forms of 
political, cultural, art, and athletic activities, such as 
political debates, friendship gatherings, art perfor- 
mances, and athletic contests, is the most grand political 
festival ever to be held in the world in terms of scale, 
content, and character. It is a great honor and pride for 
our country that such a grand international political 
festival is scheduled to open in Pyongyang. 


The WYSF—which will be held under the slogan “for 
anti-imperialist solidarity, peace, and friendship!” —will 
be the largest international political gathering in scale, 
aimed at strengthening friendship and solidarity among 
the youth and students of the world who are fighting 
against imperialist aggression and war and struggling for 
peace, democracy, national independence, and social 
progress. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


The first WYSF was organized under the noble ideal of 
the progressive youth and students of the world to 
prevent war, defend peace, and build a prosperous new 
world in unity. Today the WYSF has become a powerful 
international antiwar, antinuclear, peace-loving move- 
ment which has an enormous influence in the life of the 
international community of our times. The Pyongyang 
festival will occupy an important niche in the history of 
WYSF development. 


At the Pyongyang festival, to be attended by a large 
number of youth and students from the five continents, 
the questions concerning anti-imperialist solidarity, the 
antiwar and antinuclear struggle, and peace and disar- 
mament—the most acute issues in the international 
political arena today—will be an important content of 
the political events of the festival and discussed broadly 
in various forms and methods. For this reason, the 
festival will greatly contribute to strengthening the unity 
and solidarity of the youth and students of the world 
against imperialism and for independence and peace. 


In view of the great significance of the WYSF, the 
progressive people of the world, as well as our people, are 
actively carrying out tasks necessary to ensure the suc- 
cess of the festival. 


In numerous countries, national preparatory committees 
for the festival have been organized, and through various 
mass media they have been widely reporting and publi- 
cizing the progress being made in preparation for the 
Pyongyang festival and the state of development in our 
country, while giving us material and spiritual support 
and encouragement so that we may successfully stage the 
festival. 


This is an expression of the ample trust in and high 
hopes for our country, the host of the 1 3th WYSF, on the 
part of the progressive people of the world. 


Our youth and people have made active preparations for 
the 13th WYSF and have already accomplished a lot. 


With keen attention to the 13th WYSF, the dear Com- 
rade Kim Chong-il has been wisely leading us in making 
preparations for successful staging of the festival. 


As a result, the work of making preparations for the 
festival, including construction of festival-related 
projects and preparations for val events, has been 
successfully proceeding. 


With the opening date of the drawing closer, our 
people and youth should further accelerate preparations 
for the festival and complete them with the highest 
quality. 


To complete preparations for the WYSF at the highest 
quality level is a rewarding task of great importance. 
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A large number of youth and student delegations and 
guests from numerous countries in the world will visit 
our country for the festival. If we make proper prepara- 
tions for the festival and successfully stage the festival 
events, we will be able to present them with a better view 
of the invincible might of our people, united around the 
party and the leader, the true superiority of our socialist 
system, and the invincible might of our republic, ever 
prosperous under the rays of the chuche ideology. 


To ensure the success of the festival through proper 
preparations will also deal a telling blow to the imperi- 
alists and their lackeys and the progressive people of the 
world, and give encouragement to the fighting South 
Korean youth, students, and people. 


All our people, youth and students included, deeply 
aware of the importance of the work of preparing for the 
festival, should carry it out all the more vigorously in 
order to make the forthcoming festival shine as a grand 
international political festival. 


What is most important in this connection is for all 
functionaries, workers, and youth to more vigorously 
push forward preparations for the festival, with the 
correct awareness that the forthcoming festival is a very 
important event which has a direct bearing on the honor 
of our republic, the fatherland of chuche. 


The forthcoming festival will serve as a very important 
occasion to demonstrate the greatness of our people, who 
are adding infinite luster to the fatherland of chuche, and 
to further enhance the prestige of the party and the 
leader and chuche Korea. 


All functionaries and workers, deeply aware of the 
importance of glorifying the festival, should vigorously 
push it forward with intense political fervor and posi- 
tiveness. Taking immense pride and self-esteem in host- 
ing this international political festival in our country, we 
should make the highest quality preparations for the 
festival and bring them to a brilliant end. 


In making proper preparations for the festival, it is also 
important to improve still more the politico-ideological 
standard of all our people. 


Today, our people, who are advancing under the three 
red banners of the ideological, technological, and cul- 
tural revolutions, have become a proud people because 
of their high political, ideological, and cultural stan- 
dards. Through the forthcoming festival, we will show 
the youth, students, and guests visiting our country from 
various countries in the world these high political, ideo- 
logical, and cultural standards. Accordingly, we should 
be better prepared so that we may demonstrate the might 
of the unity and solidarity of our people who think and 
behave according to the requirements of the chuche 
ideology and who are welded into one large family, 
united tightly around the party and the leader, and show 
the superiority of our socialist system. 
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To this end, party organizations and party members 
should pay profound attention to stepping up ideological 
indoctrination work among workers. It is particularly 
important to have all youth and students show that they 
are reliably carrying on the chuche revolutionary cause 
and to have them exhibit their lofty moral character and 
way of life. 


In vigorously accelerating preparations for the festival, it 
is also important to further move up completion dates of 
festival-related construction projects by concentrating all 
efforts on them. To complete festival-related construc- 
tion projects ahead of schedule is the first and foremost 
requirement in preparing for the festival. 


Only by moving up the completion dates for Kwangbok 
Blvd and other festival-related projects will we be able to 
vigorously accelerate preparations for the festival. It 
follows that leading functionaries and builders in charge 
of festival-related construction projects, deeply aware of 
the importance of their duties, should launch a race 
against time to complete festival-related projects as soon 
as possible by demonstrating their fervent loyalty to the 
party and the leader. 


Now that the construction projects are in their finishing 
Stage, construction guidance functionaries should con- 
duct proper economic organizational work by setting a 
correct order of priority for the remaining tasks and 
properly carry out manpower organization work and the 
last-moment material supply work. In particular, by 
ensuring the quality of the festival-related construction 
projects is at the highest possible level, we should pow- 
erfully demonstrate the might of the self-supporting 
national economy of our country and the resourceful- 
ness, talents, and skills of our people. 


Making proper preparations for the festival events is an 
important problem arising in the successful staging of the 
festival. 


The 13th WYSF, inasmuch as it is a festival of youth and 
students who are sensitive to things new and who have a 
strong enterprising spirit and sense of justice, will stage 
various events that are not only very colorful but also 
very diverse in content and form. We should continue to 
do our utmost to make foolproof preparations for each 
event of the festival, including the opening and closing 
ceremonies, one by one and in a unique way. 


The 13th WYSF, insomuch as it is a grand international 
political festival immense in scale and diverse in content 
and form, can be staged most successfully only when 
everyone pays attention to it and launches into its 
preparations as one. 


Party organizations and functionaries at all levels, and 
all youth, students, and people should make proper 
preparations for the festival from the standpoint of being 
the hosts. 
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The citizens of Pyongyang in particular, taking pride in 
the fact that the festival is going to be staged in Pyongy- 
ang, the heart of chuche Korea and the capital of the 
socialist fatherlanc, should fix up the capital to make it 
appear more grandiose and splendid and vigorously push 
preparations for the festival, including urban beautifica- 
tion work. 


The 13th WYSF will be splendidly adorned in such a 
manner as to live up to the expectations of the progres- 
sive people, youth, and students of the world. 


Editorial Hails 200-Day Campaign ‘Victory’ 
SK2104102189 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1016 
GMT 

21 Apr 89 


[Text] Pyongyang April 21 (KCNA}—NODONG SIN- 
MUN today carries an editorial headlined “*Proud Vic- 
tory Which Demonstrated Invincible Might of Unity in 
One Mind.” 


Referring to the achievements in the new 200-day cam- 
paign, an all-people grand construction battle, the edito- 
rial says: 


During the 200-day campaign our singlehearted unity of 
the leader, the party and the masses has been further 
consolidated to be an invincible one and the political 
and ideological might of our revolution incomparably 
strengthened. This is irreplaceable, great success regis- 
tered in the 200-day campaign. Through the campaign a 
firm guarantee has been provided for bringing about an 
epochal turn in socialist economic construction. 


During the campaign th construction of major objects 
of vast scale which is of decisive significance in the 
fulfilment of the Third Seven-Year Plan was successfully 
pushed ahead and productive foundation firmly built up 
in all sectors of the national economy. The weighty 
significance of the victory in the 200-day campaign lies 
in having demonstrated the might of the socialist inde- 
pendent national economy in our country which is 
steadily developing at a high rate and opened a brighter 
prospect for economic construction. 


The proud victory in the campaign is a brilliant fruition 
of the wise guidance of the party and the leader who are 
leading the revolution and construction along the ever- 
victorious road. 


The editorial calls for continuously stepping up the 
general advance to make the last year of the 1980s a 
historic year of victory, keeping a heightened spirit. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


Slogans of Anti-Japanese Struggles Discovered 
SK2004151189 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1458 
GMT 

20 Apr 89 


[Text] Pyongyang April 20 (KCNA) —Trees bearing slo- 
gans in the period of the anti-Japanese revolutionary 
struggle were recently found in Pyongyang. 


Some 150 barked trees have been discovered since 
March in the area of Yonggun hill and Mt. Yonggol in 
Oundong associated with the immortal revolutionary 
feats of dear Comrade Kim Chong-il. 


Chemicals were applied to 40 of them first of all and 13 
slogans were made clear. 


These trees clearly show that the anti-Japanese national 
liberation movement with the anti-Japanese armed 
struggle as the main trend was dynamically conducted on 
a nation-wide scale under the monolithic guidance of the 
great leader President Kim II-song. 


Trees bearing the slogans “Long live guerrilla com- 
mander Kim” and “Pyongan District Office of the 
Association for the Restoration of the Fatherland” were 
found in Mt. Yonggol. 


Discovered in the fores of Yonggun hill are trees bearing 
such slogans as “Let us uphold Commander Kim, great 
general leading the anti-Japanese revolutionary struggle 
down through generations” and “‘Pyongan people, keep 
back tears and look up to the lodestar of Paektu’’ which 
praises dear Comrade Kim Chong-il as “lodestar of 
Paektu.” 


Also found in Yonggun hill! is a tree bearing the slogan 
“Our country is best” reflecting the ardent love of 
anti-Japanese revolutionary fighters for the motherland 
and the nation and their nation-first spirit. 


Besides, there are slogans calling people to the anti- 
Japanese war and calling upon people in Pyongan Prov- 
ince to take the lead in the sacred war for the liberation 
of the country. 


* LSWYK Stresses Science, Technology Training 
41070079 Seoul NAEWOE TONGSIN in Korean 
No 624 3 Feb 89 pp Ik-4k 


[Text] North Korea held the 7th plenum of the 14th 
Party Congress of the League of Socialist Working Youth 
of Korea [LSWYK] in Pyongyang on 23 and 24 January 
and urged members of the league to be more aggressive 
in gaining up-to-date knowledge in science and technol- 


ogy. 


According to the North Korean Central Broadcasting 
Service, on 24 January the 14th LSWYK Congress was 
attended vy central committee members, including com- 
mittee chairman Choi Yong-hae and numerous league 
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members from various offices, including the central, 
provincial, municipal, borough, factory, and workshop 
offices. The meeting began with the report from Chair- 
man Choe Yong-hae, debates between the participants, 
and adoption of the meeting “agenda.” The agenda 
included the task facing the LSWYK to train students 
and youths as a reliable vanguard of the Korean Workers 
Party, as well as the issue of reassessing the role proposed 
in the 6th plenum of the 14th LSWYK Congress for 
LSWYK members in developing the machine tool and 
electronic automation industries. It is reported that the 
debates concentrated on the role of the members of the 
LSWYK in development of the machine tool and elec- 
tronic automation industries as the backbone of devel- 
opment in science and technology. 


This meeting reminded the participants that the 3-day 
LSWYK Congress held from 28 to 30 November last 
year, the 6th plenum of the 14th party congress, had 
stressed advancement of modern science and technology 
in order to achieve economic growth. The development 
of the machine tool and electronic automation industries 
is a prerequisite of this goal. 


The meeting proposed two tasks for LSWYK members 
to develop the machine tool and electronic automation 
industries. One was consolidation of organizational and 
political activities. The other was active encouragement 
of the youth march for science and technology, which 
will urge youth to learn the technology and skills 
required for operation of advanced scientific and tech- 
nological equipment, such as computers and machine 
tools for measuring. 


It is known that North Korea is developing various 
programs to spread scientific and technological knowl- 
edge to the youths and workers. 


Last 25 January, the North Korean Central Broadcasting 
Service aired information in a special program that the 
People’s Library is open from 0830 to 2130. An average 
of 10,000 workers, youths, and students visit each day 
and read books mainly on the machine tool industry, the 
electronic automation industry, and light industries. The 
program also revealed that, in order to raise the under- 
standing of the workers and students in these fields, the 
library conducts a special lecture series on science and 
technology. For instance, the lecture entitled “The 
Method for Using Machine Tools for Measuring” was 
held on 25 January. Another lecture, entitled “Pro- 
cessing Methods of the Visible Tower Press,” is planned 
for 10 February. 


The North Korean Government also proposed a practi- 
cal plan for the training of technological human capital 
in the machine tool industry and the electronic automa- 
tion industry, stressing the importance of the training of 
human capital in science and technology in its party 
paper, the WORKERS DAILY, on 26 January. 
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The paper stressed the role of universities and special 
colleges in training technological human capital in the 
machine tool and electronic automation industries. As 
for practical plans, the paper provided the following four 
practical plans: |) set up larger scale goals for training 
technicians for the machine tool, electronic, and auto- 
mation industries; 2) upgrade the level of scientific 
theories in technological training; 3) upgrade the role 
and responsibility of teachers in the scientific and tech- 
nological fields of universities and special colleges; and 
4) consolidate the material and technological foundation 
of training and guarantee educational conditions. 


In addition, the North Korean Government held the 
“National Conference of Dedicated Youth” in Pyongy- 
ang on 25 January, and urged participants to obtain 
scientific and technological knowledge as recommended 
at the LSWYK Congress the day before. 


This Pyongyang meeting on 25 January, which had the 
motto, “Let’s Actively Promote the Youth March for 
Science and Technology,” was held to further promote 
the decision adopted at the LSWYK Congress. The 
government urged youth and students to use their 
strength and wisdom to develop science and technology, 
including the machine tool, electronic, and automation 
industries. 


The LSWYK Congress was this time apparently only a 
regular meeting, 6 months after the 13th Congress held in 
July 1988. It is noteworthy, however, in the sense that it 
can be a tool for measuring this year’s North Korean 
economic movement in terms of content. 


In other words, North Korea established its “3-Year 
Development Plan for Science and Technology” in the 
6th plenum of the 13th LSWYK Congress in March 
1988, and decided to promote the machine tool, elec- 
tronic, and automation industries as the backbone of the 
development of science and technology in the 14th 
LSWYK Congress held from 28 to 30 November. 


Thus, it seems as though the LSWYK Congress is this 
time the aftermath of the Party Congress which decided 
to promote the training of youth in science and technol- 
ogy. Thus, we can understand all the promotional activ- 
ities, including the LSWYK Congress and the propa- 
ganda activities through the WORKERS’ DAILY and 
other media, as various means to propagate this govern- 
ment line on science and technology. In this sense, it 
seems that the North Korean Government will hereafter 
continuously stress mass participation in the develop- 
ment of the machine tool industry, and the electronic 
and automation industries, as a means to overcome the 
backwardness of its science and technology through a 
series of meetings for the office leagues, farm laborers’ 
leagues, and women’s leagues. 
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* Expressway Construction Ahead of Schedule 
41100018 Pyongyang NODONG SINMUN in Korean 
13 Feb 89 p 1 


[Article by Pak Chun-hung: “Construction of the 
Pyongyang-Kaesong Expressway Is Being Carried Out at 
High Speed’’] txt 

[Text] The great leader Comrade Kim Il-song taught as 
follows: 


“The men of the People’s Armed Forces and all builders 
who are in charge of major target construction projects 
must highly display their heroic fighting spirit and cre- 
ative capability, must actively adopt advanced methods 
of implementing the projects, and must further increase 
their construction speed. They must shorten the project 
construction period as much as possible ahead of sched- 
ule.” 


The dear leader Comrade Kim Chong-il, who is energet- 
ically giving guidance so that the great leader's far- 
reaching plans may fully bloom on this land, clearly set 
forth specific directions and methods to accelerate com- 
pletion of the expressway construction between Pyongy- 
ang and Kaesong. He has thus solved all the problems 
arising there. 


The men of the Korean People’s Security Forces and the 
builders, who have been endlessly inspired by the party’s 
judicious leadership, are continually making fresh 
progress in the tunnel construction of the Pyongyang- 
Kaesong expressway project, unceasingly increasing the 
construction speed. 


Successfully carrying out |.5 million blasts of mountain 
cliffs and achieving unprecedented miracles in tunnel 
construction projects at the beginning of the new year, 
they speeded up more powerfully while observing the 
significant national holiday in February. Thus, they are 
again creating great innovations by increasing construc- 
tion speed more than twofold in overall construction 
projects, including concrete works and dual structure 
construction, compared to the beginning of the year. 


This shows the great loyalty of the men of the Korean 
People’s Security Forces and the construction workers 
who, upholding the party slogan “Let us live and struggle 
heroically!,”” are continuously raising forceful flames in 
the new 200-day battle. 


The men of the Korean People’s Security Forces and the 
construction workers, who are set to finish the tunnel 
projects of the Pyongyang-Kaesong expressway ahead of 
schedule in faithful compliance with the combat orders 
given by the party, are now in higher spirits than ever 
before. 


All the command personnel have gone among the sol- 
diers and construction workers and have aggressively 
launched political work, further fostering revolutionary 
fighting spirit and creative capability. They are skillfully 
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carrying Out their combat command with an understand- 
ing of the situation prevailing in the construction. They 
are seeing to it that innovative technological plans for 
the overall tunnel construction projects will be boldly 
introduced in conformity with the realities in which the 
concrete works and complicated dual structure construc- 
tions are being forcefully launched and, thereby, that 
construction speed will be heightened. 


The unit of the Korean People’s Security Forces to which 
comrade Kim Ki-chan belongs built a carrier for prefab- 
ricated building materials and introduced it into the 
construction. Construction groups and many units, 
including the v ut to which comrades Pak Chu-chil and 
Kim Tok-sam ‘ong, introduced many advanced con- 
struction met. “s and achieved gratifying successes in 
increasing construction speed. Thus, commanders of the 
Korean People’s Security Forces and command person- 
nel of the construction groups have lately been effective 
in spreading widely the successes in technological inno- 
vation and experiences gained so far. 


As a result, overall construction has been accelerated as 
cited above and projects in the tunnel construction have 
been completed one after another, such as the dual 
ceiling concrete works and the dual wall building. Thus, 
a new record has been created of swiftly completing, like 
an eruption of fire, the first or second lane. 


The men of the Korean People’s Security Forces and the 
builders, who have never been satisfied with past suc- 
cesses, and who are forcefully marching ahead toward a 
new and higher target, have completed the construction 
of many tunnels in one lane between Pyongyang and 
Sariwon. Thus, with that high spirit, they launched a 
bold plan to complete all tunnel construction ahead of 
schedule and are forcefully carrying out the struggle to 
accomplish that goal 


South Korea 


Pak Chol-on To Brief U.S. Officials on Policy 
SK2104070389 Seoul YONHAP in English 0653 GMT 
21 Apr 89 


[Text] Seoul, April 21 (YONHAP)}—Presidential policy 
adviser Pak Chol-on will fly to Washington Tuesday to 
brief U.S. Government officials on Seoul's drive to 
expand relations with North Korea and other commu- 
nist countries. 


Pak, chief planner of Seoul's rapprochement with social- 
ist countries, is due to meet with Secretary of State James 
Baker and William Webster, director of the Central 
Intelligence Agency, during his 10-day trip. 


Seoul and Washington have reportedly disagreed 
recently on Korea’s attempts to promote relations with 
communist nations. 
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USSR To Hold Direct Talks on Reunion Visits 
SK2104021489 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
21 Apr 89 p 2 


[By correspondent Chong Hun] 


[Text] Tokyo—A senior Communist Party official on 
Sakhalin has said that the island authorities have 
decided to have direct talks with the Seoul administra- 
tion on the reunion of Korean residents on the Soviet 
islands with their relatives in South Korea, Japanese 
news media reported yesterday. 


The media quoted Veranosov (a phonetic transcription) 
as telling a Japan Socialist Party lawmaker, Kozo Iga- 
rashi, that the issue would be settled through direct 
negotiation between officials of the Sakhalin Islands and 
South Korea. Igarashi is secretary general of an associa- 
tion of Japanese parliamentarians set up to deal with the 
problem of Korean residents on Sakhalin. 


Most of the Koreans dwelling on the islands were taken 
there for forced labor by Japan during its colonial rule of 
Korea or are their descendants. They have been living 
there, unable to return to their homeland as Seoul has no 
diplomatic links with the Soviet Union. 


The Communist Party official, who is in charge of 
politics and ideology, was reported to have said that 
those who wish to settle in Korea permanently would be 
allowed only on condition that the number is not “exces- 
sively large.” 


He further said that Koreans who want to travel to their 
fatherland for the time being would be permitted to do so 
through the auspices of Japanese private humanitarian 
organizations within a few years and later through direct 
consultations with Seoul. 


Procedures for personal exchanges wils! be facilitated in 
consideration of the Koreans’ desires and preparations 
are under way to establish regular flight services, possi- 
bly once a week, between Sakhalin and Sapporo on 
Japan’s northernmost island, the media reported. 


In the meantime, Yi Tu-hun, chairman of a fraternity of 
dispersed people in the Soviet Union and China, and his 
two-member entourage agreed with representatives of 
Koreans on Sakhalin to request the governments con- 
cerned and the International Red Cross to help them 
achieve reunion. 


Yi’s party is accompanying Igarashi. 


No Tae-u To Visit Japan in ‘Late May’ 
SK 1904123689 Seoul YONHAP in English 1205 GMT 
19 Apr 89 


[Text] Seoul, April 19 (YONHAP)—South Korean Pres- 
ident No Tae-u will visit Japan in late May, Foreign 
Minister Choe Ho-chung said Tuesday. 
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Choe, attending a high-ranking government and ruling 
party officials’ meeting, reported the ministry is consult- 
ing with the Japanese Government about No’s three-day 
visit to Japan beginning May 24. 


Another highly-placed government source confirmed 
that the two governments have already agreed in princi- 
ple to the itinerary. 


No’s official visit is expected to include talks with 
Emperor Akihito and Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita 
during which they are likely to discuss promotion of 
bilateral relations and the legal status of Koreans in 
Japan as well as situation in the Korean peninsula. 


No will also make an address at the Japanese Diet and 
tour the second largest city of Osaka to meet his compa- 
triots there, according to the source, who wanted to 
remain anonymous. 


RDP Legislators Plan To Visit PRC 
SK 1904123589 Seoul YONHAP in English 1201 GMT 
19 Apr 89 


[Text] Seoul, April 19 (YONHAP)—Four legislators of a 
South Korean opposition party will visit China later this 
month at the invitation of the Academy of Sciences of 
China. 


Rep. Kim Tong-yong, vice president of the No. 2 oppo- 
sition Reunification Democratic Party (RDP), and three 
other RDP lawmakers will arrive in Beijing later this 
month and travel various parts of the mainland China 
for about 10 days, RDP sources said Wednesday. 


The sources said the four will be the first group of South 
Korean party politicians to visit China at the official 
invitation of a Chinese official organization. 


Kim and his colleagues will meet with some officials of 
economy-related government officies in Beijing to dis- 
cuss ways to promote economic cooperation between 
capitalist South Korea and China, they said. 


The RDP members will talk about South Korean econ- 
omy at some seminars to be held at the academy and 
Beijing University. They will also discuss matters con- 
cerning RDP President Kim Yong-sam’s willingness to 
visit China, they added. 


Economic Committee With Iran Inaugurated 
SK 2004013689 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
20 Apr 89 p8 


[Text] The Korea-Iran Economic Cooperation Commit- 
tee (KIECC) was inaugurated yesterday, 19 years after 
the Korea Chamber of Commerce and Industry [KCC] 
and its Iranian counterpart concluded an agreement on 
bilateral business cooperation. 
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The Iran Chamber of Commerce, Industries and Mines 
is expected to establish an Iran-Korea Economic Coop- 
eration Committee in the near future, a spokesman for 
the KCCI said, adding that the date and place for the 
first joint committee session will be decided later. 


In the inaugural meeting held at the KCC! conference 
hall, Yi Song-won, president of the Ssangyong Oil Refin- 
ing Co., was elected the Seoul committee’s chairman. 


Five others were chosen advisors. They are Kim Sang-ha, 
KCCI president; Yu Chang-sun, chairman of the Feder- 
ation of Korean Industries; Nam Tok-u, chair 1an of the 
Korea Foreign Trade Association; Hwang Sung-min, 
president of the Korea Federation of Small Business; and 
Iranian Charge d’Affaires Fereydun Entezari. 


Kim Sang-ha said in his speech that the committee's 
establishment will provide momentum in bringing about 
further economic cooperation between the two countries. 


“Highly likely is that Iran will overcome the effects of its 
8-year war with Iraq, in light of its economic potential. | 
believe increased autonomy in Iran’s economic policy 
will facilitate Korean firms’ advances into its market,” 
Fim said. 


A KCCI spokesman said the committee has its sights set 
on expediting private-level economic exchanges and 
promoting bilateral cooperation in the trade, investment 
and construction fields. 


Through the activities of the committee, he went on, 
technological cooperation between the two countries will 
be stepped up and understanding and friendship between 
Korean and Iranian businessmen will be consolidated. 


According to the spokesman, the committee will provide 
local enterprises with information necessary for their 
advances into Iran, dispatch trade missions to the coun- 
try, hold investment seminars and conduct surveys on 
economic and trade fluctuations there. 


In an investment seminar, which followed the inaugural 
meeting, Kim Hui-chu, senior researcher at the Korea 
Institute for Economics Technology, said that the possi- 
bility of expanding bilateral economic cooperation is 
“very high” in view of the environmental factors. 


Iran has moved to diversify its economic cooperation 
with foreign countries and Korean construction firms 
want to participate in Iran’s post-war rehabilitation 
work, he said. 


Iran wants to focus its investment on petroleum and gas 
development, petrochemical, iron and steel industries, 
and housing construction, Kim said, urging Korean 
firms to place emphasis on taking part in restoring 
petrochemical complexes, constructing stee! mills and 
houses and producing construction-related materials. 
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In connection with Iranian post-war rehabilitation work, 
Kim went on, Iran is likely to increase the imports of 
petrochemical plants, cement, iron and steel, and other 
construction materials and communications equipment. 
Paced by the restoration work, textiles imports, home 
electronics and automobiles will be increased, he forecast. 


Kim advised Seoul to turn to barter trade with Iran as a 
way of helping Korean firms gain efficient access to 
Iranian markets. 


Honduran Envoy Agrees To Establish Embassy 
SK 2004090689 Seoul YONAAP in English 0856 GMT 
20 Apr 89 


[Text] Seoul, April 20 (OQANA-YONHAP)}—Honduran 
Foreign Minister Czrlos Lopez Contreras and his South 
Korean counterpart, Choe Ho-chung, agreed in a meet- 
ing Thursday afternoon to establish a Honduran 
Embassy in Seoul to help advance relations between the 
two nations, the Foreign Ministry said. 


In talks on economic cooperation, the two foreign min- 
isters also agreed to induce more Korean businesses to 
invest in Honduras, particularly in light industry, a 
spokesman for the ministry said. 


Choe explained the political situation around the 
Korean peninsula and Lopez said Honduras will support 
South Korea's proposals for peaceful reunification and 
simultaneous entry of South and North Korea into the 
United Nations. 


The Honduran minister will pay a courtesy call on 
President No Tae-u at Chongwadae, his official resi- 
dence, on Friday morning and in the afternoon will give 
a talk on investment in Honduras to Korean business- 
men at the Chamber of Commerce and Industry. 


The Honduran visitor is scheduled to leave Korea on 
Monday. 


So Sok-chae Arrested for Part in Tonghae Scandal 
SK2104022489 Seoul YONHAP in English 0200 GMT 
21 Apr 89 


{Text} Seoul, April 21 (YONHAP)}—Rep. So Sok-chae, who 
resigned as secretary-general of the Reunification Demo- 
cratic Party [RDP] after admitting he bribed a member of a 
rival party, was arrested early Friday morning. 


The top aide to RDP leader Kim Yong-sam was charged 
with giving 50 million won to Yi Hong-sop of the New 
Democratic Republican Party [NDRP] to drop out of a 
by-election race. 


So’s arrest came hours after he reported to the Seoul 
District Prosecutor’s Office for questioning about the 
scandal in Tonghae, a port city in eastern Kangwon 
Province. 


FBIS-EAS-89-076 
21 April 1989 


If convicted under the National Assembly Election Law, 
the three-term lawmaker faces up to five years in prison 
or a 500,000 won to 2.5 million won fine while automat- 
ically losing his seat in the National Asembly. 


Prosecutors say So, in a bid to boost the election chances 
of RDP candidate Yi Kwan-hyong, concocted a plot to 
bribe Yi Hong-sop into withdrawing from the race two 
days ahead of polling and throwing his support behind 
the RDP candidate, who was in a close race with the 
eventual winner from the ruling party. 


Prosecutors earlier arrested the NDRP candidate on 
charges of violating the National Assembly Election Law. 


Despite So’s denial that Kim Yong-sam was involved in 
the bribery, the scandal has dealt a severe blow to the 
prestige of the opposition leader and his relatively mod- 
erate image. 


Kim, who has built up a loyal following with his advo- 
cacy of clean politics, hastily apologized to the people 
and later to the NDRP for the bribery. 


Halt to Suppression of Workers Urged 
SK 2004110089 Seoul HANGYORE SINMUN 
in Korean 19 Apr 89 p 6 


[Editorial: “Do Not Suppress the Labor Movement by 
Spreading a Rumor of a General Strike’’] 


[Text] A little more than 100 years ago, on i May 1886 
to be exact, a large number of U.S. workers walked out of 
their workshops and staged large-scale demonstrations, 
demanding an 8-hour workday. The Second Interna- 
tional, established in 1889, organized a May Day event 
on | May the next year. Following this, organizations in 
many countries began to observe | May as the global 
May Day in defiance of suppression and hindrance of 
government powers. 


This year, some people in our country earnestly launched 
a movement to revive May Day, which had been abol- 
ished during the era of the Liberal Party Government. A 
recent report on a rumored general strike on May Day 
has caught many people off guard, providing an appro- 
priate excuse for the government to openly crack down 
on th: labor movement. The “Joint Public Security 
Affairs Investigation Headquarters” is reported to have 
started confiscating things and searching labor organiza- 
tions in some areas in Kyonggi Province and arresting 
the organizations’ officials under the pretext of the 
rumor of “a general strike on May Day.” 


According to information available to us now, a national 
organization of democratic labor unions held a third 
national meeting of labor unions by region and by 
industry in Songnam, Kyonggi Province, for 2 days from 
23 to 24 April, and the participants are reported to have 
said in a resolution that ‘“‘we would not hesitate to launch 
a general strike on | May if the government authorities 
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continue to suppress the labor movement and remain 
insincere about revising labor laws.” This is the first and 
last time we heard about the rumored general strike. 
However, at the end of a meeting of ministers in charge 
of public security affairs held last 23 March, over which 
President No Tae-u presided, the spokesman for Chong- 
wadae announced that “leftward-drifting forces are 
reported to be planning a general strike on May Day.” 
This gave rise to a spate of reports on “a general strike,” 
which have appeared on the front pages of dailies. 


Commenting on this, on 14 April, the National Council 
of Trade Unions accused the government of “trying to 
intensify the apprehension over a crisis by spreading the 
totally twisted and fabricated rumor of a general strike 
on May Day and of trying to use it to suppress the 
workers." (HANGYORE SINMUN, 15 April) The 
“National Council” is reported to be planning a nation- 
wide meeting on 30 April in Yoido Plaza in Seoul as part 
of the May Day celebrations and individual meetings of 
each trade union on | May. These are the only events 
that have been planned by the trade union organizations. 
A cursory survey of this information shows that the 
rumor of a general strike on May Day is somewhat 
groundless. A general strike is possible only when those 
in charge of labor unions have thorough plans to achieve 
a defined goal. 


This being the case, we cannot but believe that the rumor 
of a general strike on May Day has been deliberately 
spread to subdue the call of the workers for revival of May 
Day and suppress the workers. The government's suppres- 
sion of the labor movement, being carried out under the 
pretext of a rumored general strike, should be stopped. 


HANGYORE Journalists Released 
SK2104073589 Seoul YONHAP in English 0725 GMT 
21 Apr 89 


[Text] Seoul, April 21 (YONHAP)}—Two senior journal- 
ists were released Friday after all-night questioning 
about a plan to send reporters to North Korea on a news 
coverage trip. 


The Joint Security Investigation Headquarters freed 
Chang Yun-hwan, managing editor, and Chong tae-ki, 
manager in charge of business development of the liberal 
Seoul daily HANGYORE SINMUN, after booking them 
for allegedly violating the National Security Law in 
connection with HANGYORE'’s plan to cover North 
Korea first hand. 


A headquarters official admitted they could not be 
arrested because of insufficient evidence to implicate 
them in the aborted plan. 


He said it was decided to investigate them without 
physical detention, when the need arises. 


FBIS-EAS-89-076 
21 April 1989 


The Agency for National Security Planning earlier arrested 
Yi Yong-hui, an editorial advisor to the newspaper and a 
professor of journalism at Seoul's Hanyang University, on 
charges of attempting to arrange the visit to Pyongyang in 
violation of the the National Security Law. 


HANGYORE was founded last may by dissident jour- 
nalists with money raised from sympathisers and is 
critical of the government of President No Tae-u. 


Opposition parties protested Yi's arrest and the deten- 
tion of the two as supression of the press. But the 
government responded that Yi was arrested not because 
the daily’s plan was illegal but because he personally 
broke the National Assembly Law by attempting to 
contact North Korea. Contact with North Korea is 
banned under the National Security Law. 


Joint Security Force Causes Contention 
SK2104013089 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
21 Apr 89 p 6 


[Editorial: “Dispute on Joint Probe") 


[Text] The improvised Joint Public Security Investiga- 
tion Headquarters has become the object of political 
contention between the government and opposition 
forces. The special organization came into birth with the 
primary mission of coping with subversive elements in 
the wake of dissident pastor Mun Ik-hwan’s secret visit 
to North Korea. The headquarters has since launched 
drastic actions against radical, violent leftists and related 
“impure” elements. 


As the probe team has increased its investigative power 
in the course of massive arrest and interrogation of 
Criminal suspects, the opposition parties have joined 
extra-parliamentary dissident forces in condemning its 
activities, making a political issue of them. Highlighting 
the headquarters’ actions have been the investigation of 
the dissident pastor, the arrest of dissident Professor Yi 
Yong-hui and the probe into the progressive daily 
HANGYORE SINMUN. 


The opposition parties’ initial criticism of the organ 
concerns the legality of the setup itself. Admittedly, such 
a powerful investigative organization would never have 
come to exist without the precedent established by the 
joint investigation team created under the Chon Tu- 
hwan regime in 1980 to probe the assassination of 
former president Pak Chong-hui. 


The present joint investigation organization is typical in 
its composition, including prosecutors, police, and per- 
sonnel from the Agency for National Security Planning 
[NSP] and the National Security Command [NSC]. The 
police and prosecutors’ office are in charge of general 
crimes and the NSP handles security-related offenses. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


But the NSC takes charge of military-related crimes with 
little bearing on civilian culpabilities. Thus, the inclu- 
sion of the NSC in the joint team is out of place, coming 
under fire from the opposirion forces. 


The opposition contention in this regard is reasonable, 
especially considering that the NSC had been a central 
organ bolstering previous authoritarian regimes in the 
past with its nation-wide powerful apparatus, along with 
the NSP, notorious under its former name as the Central 
Intelligence Agency. Accordingly, the NSC may well 
keep to a minimum its positive involvement in the joint 
organ, unless its role is inevitable. 


As for the legal basis for the setup of the joint body, the 
Opposition camp maintains that there is no law provid- 
ing for the establishment and activation of the organ. But 
the ruling camp refuted that its legal status is based on 
first, the provisions of the Criminal Procedural Code 
and the Prosecutors Office Law giving prosecutors the 
right to control police officials’ investigative work and 
second, a presidential decree calling for inter-office coor- 
dination among government agencies on matters that 
mutually concern them. 


But the question is whether or not the prosecutors are 
really in command of the two other powerful organs— 
the NSP and the NSC. As a matter of fact, the inaugu- 
ration of the joint headquarters was launched after 
controversy over which office should assume primary 
responsibility for dealing with the Rev. Mun. To answer 
this question, the government may need to clarify the 
nature of the joint body and the scope of its jurisdiction. 


Disputes over the matters subject to joint investigation 
should also be prudently determined, in the light of grow- 
ing complaints and misunderstanding in some quarters. 
The opposition leaders have rallied to denounce that the 
special joint team is likely to crack down on “democratic 
forces” on the pretext of rooting out leftist revolutionaries. 
Actually, the ongoing investigation scale has been widened 
to include apparent anti-government dissidents and radi- 
cal students as well as violent workers spearheading 
strikes, with the purpose of cutting loose their common 
struggle in labor disputes against managements. 


It is hoped under the circumstances that the joint probe 
team can adroitly distinguish ordinary anti-government 
dissidents from subversive and leftist elements, agitating 
and resorting to revolutionary action with the ultimate 
goal of destroying the current free democratic system. 
Serious attention is needed to the revival of McCarthyism. 


Another important thing is, as the ruling Democratic 
Justice Party has admitted, the speedy investigation and 
settlement of the pending cases at the earliest possible 
date. Protracted political and social tension arising from 
high-handed probes should be dissipated before it threat- 
ens order. Of course, the joint body ought to be dissolved 
upon the termination of its original work. 
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Opposition Criticizes Organization 
SK2104014289 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
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[By staff reporter Ko Chik-man] 


[Text] The Joint Public Security Investigation Head- 
quarters, formed and assigned to probe issues related to 
the Rev. Mun Ik-hwan’s unauthorized visit to North 
Korea on March 25, has been criticized for its alleged 
“almighty power-wielding” to crack down on dissidents. 


The 18-day-old special investigation team is manned 
from security agents from the prosecutors’s office, 
police, the Agency for National Security Planning and 
the Defense Security Command. 


The target of criticism concerns the allegation that the 
NSP virtually controls the headquarters instead of the 
prosecution authorities. 


But Yi Kun-kae, chief of the headquarters, flatly denies 
the allegation, saying that the prosecution authorities 
have taken full charge and collaborated with the NSP 
and the military. 


As dissidents are allied with left-leaning and anti-govern- 
ment forces through the comprehensive network of 
Chonminnyon, the law-enforcement authorities also 
needed a joint team to tackle them, he said. 


Opposition parties and dissidents have begun denounc- 
ing the joint headquarters as an “illegitimate instru- 
ment” suppressing “democratic forces” under the pre- 
text of rooting out “radical leftist elements.” 


The Bar for Democratic Society, a lawyers’ group, issued 
a Statement recently, calling for its breakup. There is no 
legitimate basis for the setup of the investigation team so 
far as it includes NSP anc NSC agents. 


Lawsyer Hwang In-chol said that the investigation team 
is an illegal establishment in that it lacks legal ground 
and infringes upon the independence of the prosecution 
and police authorities. 


“As long as the NSP plays the role of back-seat driver, 
the joint task force team even infringes upon the prose- 
cution’s mandatory right of indictment,” Hwang added. 


Lawyer Kim Hyong-tae said it almost copies in function 
the Joint Investigation Team, led by then Maj. Gen. 
Chon Tu-hwan, head of the Defense Security Command 
in late 1979, which finally paved the way for the strong- 
man to take power by sending a large number of dissi- 
dents to jail. 
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“Last December, the National Assembly agreed to revise 
laws to limit the NSP’s activities so it could not deal with 
probing 2nti-government activities. But efforts to limit 
the NSP’s omnipresent and almighty power have 
become void,” Kim noted. 


“The employment of investigators from the military is 
only possible with the enforcement of the martial law,” 
he added. 


Under the pretext of sweeping away radical left-leaning 
forces who advocate violent class struggle, the headquar- 
ters has gone astray by overusing the rights of indict- 
ment, said other lawyers. 


Upon harsh criticism from dissidents and the opposition 
political parties, Pak Chun-kyu, chairman of the ruling 
Democratic Justice Party, acknowledged Wednesday 
that there is no legal ground for the joint investigation 
team. “So, its function will be temporary and be dis- 
solved in late May when there is a sign of resorted social 
order.” 


Since its inauguration, the investigation team has in fact 
succeeded in limiting the activities of Chonminnyon (the 
National Alliance for Democratic Movement), by arrest- 
ing its key figures. 


As the first target of its move, the investigation team 
arrested Yi Pu-yong, co-chairman of the umbrella body 
of dissident groups; Yi Chae-o, Chonminnyon’s chair- 
man for the Fatherland Reunification Committee; and 
dissident poet Ko Un. 


All three men were arrested on charges of violating the 
National Security Law, which dissidents brand as a legacy 
of McCarthyism from the division of the nation in 1945. It 
forbids all civilian-level contacts with North Korea. 


The Assembly had been put under strong pressure to 
abolish or revise the law until before the unauthorized 
visit to North Korea by dissident pastor Mun. 


As of Thursday, security officials had hauled away at least 
190 union activists in Kyonggi and Kyongsang provinces 
where major industrial complexes are clustered. 


Kim Tae-chung Urges \"’orkers Restraint 
SK 2004054189 Seoul YONHAP in English 0525 GMT 
20 Apr 89 


[Text] Seoul, April 20 (YONHAP)}—Kim Tae-Chong, 
South Korea’s opposition leader, appealed to labor 
unions Thursday not to give President No Tae-u the 
pretext for suppressing “democratic forces” by calling a 
general strike. 


Kim, president of the Party for Peace and Democracy 
[PPD], also urged anti-government groups not to use 
violence. 
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“Our people are very concerned about rumors, which the 
government is believed to be spreading, of a May Day 
general strike. | heartily ask our workers not to go on 
strike from now to the end of May,” Kim said in a news 
conference. 


The appeal came as the government, warning against 
radical unionists organizing a nationwide general strike 
on May |, International Labor Day, is getting increas- 
ingly tough with unlawful and violent labor disputes, 
sending in the police to break up strikes. 


“A series of violent incidents and radical statements 
have unfortunately justified the use of greater force and 
suppression by the government. Our students, workers, 
peasants and dissident activists should neither take the 
radical line nor resort to violence,” the PPD leader said. 


Criticizing the government for conducting “pitfall poli- 
tics” spearheaded by ultra-rightists, Kim called for full 
democratization and liquidation of former President 
Chon Tu-hwan’s era. 


“No, encircled by ultra-rightists, has begun avoiding his 
basic tasks, such as democratization and eradication of the 
Fifth Republic’s vestiges. If No continues resorting to 
suppression, he will meet with great misfortune,” Kim 
warned. 


Kim proposed a meeting between No and the three 
opposition leaders as early as possible to seek a political 
settlement of pressing issues. 


In a rare show of sympathy for No, he said the presi- 
dent’s northern policy, a diplomatic initiative designed 
to improve relations with communist countries, should 
be continued, praising it as an outstanding accomplish- 
ment. 


But Kim demanded the immediate release of dissident 
pastor Mun Ik-hwan and journalist Yi Yong-hui, both 
arrested on charges of violating the National Security 
Law. 


Mun, a Presbyterian pastor with a long history of anti- 
government activism, visited Pyongyang last month 
without government approval and discussed reunifica- 
tion of the peninsula with North Korean leader Kim 
Il-sung before returning April 13. 


Mun’s trip raised the issue of radical leftism in South 
Korea and the opposition claimed that the government 
was using it as a pretext for suppressing democratic 
forces. 


Yi, an editorial advisor to the HANGYORE SINMUN, 
a liberal Seoul daily founded by dissident journalists, 
was charged with attempting to contact North Korea to 
arrange visit by some of the newspaper’s journalists. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


The top opposition leader called Yi’s arrest suppression 
of the press. 


He reiterated his earlier calls for political settlement of 
the 1980 Kwangju civil uprising, testimony by former 
Presidents Choe Kyu-ha and Chon before the National 
Assembly on misdeeds during Chon’s rule, abolishment 
or revision of undemocratic laws, local elections and 
more freedom of labor activities. 


Demonstrations Prohibited on Streets of 5 Cities 
SK2104005089 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
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[Text] The cabinet yesterday approved a bill to include 
major streets in such industrial cities as Ulsan, Songnam, 
Anyang, Mokpo and Pohang in the zone where street 
demonstrations are prohibited or controlled for traffic 
reasons. 


The decision was made to cope with increasing traffic 
problems caused by demonstrations by laborers on those 
streets. 


Until now, the government has prohibited or controlled 
on specific conditions street demonstrations on major 
streets in Seoul, Pusan, Taegu, Kwangju, Inchon, Tae- 
jon, Suwon, Chunchon, Wonju, Chongju, Masan and 
Chinju for similar reasons. 


The bill which was passed by the cabinet also strength- 
ened the conditions for the use of the streets inside the 
zone designated as “controlled areas” for demonstra- 
tions in order for policemen in the region to effectively 
protect the demonstrators and maintain order during 
demonstrations. 


In the meantime, Prime Minister Kang Yong-hun 
instructed cabinet ministers to strengthen investigation 
into practices for seducing young girls and boys into 
illegal activities on the occasion of the Month of Youths 
in May. 


4,000 Workers Protest Union Leader’s Arrest 
SK2104015889 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
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[Text] More than 4,000 workers in Seoul yesterday went on 
a one-day joint strike in a show of force to protest against 
the arrest of dissident union leader Tan Pyong-ho. 


Members of Sonohyop, an unauthorized council of the 120 
Seoul-based ‘“‘democratic unions,” demanded the immedi- 
ate release of council leader Tan in the protest strike. 


Tan, who has also led wage struggles by the more 
reform-minded unions, was arrested Feb. 16 on charges 
of having allegedly instigated Hyundai Heavy Industries 
workers to continue a stoppage, something which is 
prohibited by labor laws. 
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Workers form more than 40 trade unions denounced the 
government for “‘suppressing union activities” in the wake 
of the Rev. Mun Ik-hwan’s controversial visit to North 
Korea. Protesters joined the allied walkout by taking a 
monthly one-day off allowed them not to break labor laws. 


The unionists planned to hold a rally at the Changtong 
plant of Tong-A Construction and Industrial Co. in 
northern Seoul, but canceled it because of transportation 
problems. They, however, held separate rallies in Kuro, 
Yongtongpo and Changtong. 


Sonohyop leaders said they would hold more protesting 
rallies in Inchon and Taegu with students Saturday or 
Sunday. They said in a press meet Monday they would 
fight until the government releases Tan and four other 
key leaders of the council of 34,000 members. 


Unionists who distrust the leadership of the Federation 
of Korean Trade Unions, the only authorized nation- 
wide union body, have formed their own regional coun- 
cils. And representatives from the councils have formed 
a committee to set up their own independent labor 
federation tentatively named the National Council of 
Trade Unions or Chonnohyop. 


Defense Ministry Planning for Labor Disputes 
SK2104065989 Seoul YONHAP in English 0649 GMT 
21 Apr 89 


[Text] Seoul, April 21 (YONHAP)—The Defense Min- 
istry, concerned at the prospect of a nationwide strike in 
May, is laying plans to mobilize up to 80,000 military 
technicians to keep key industries running if workers 
down tools. 


The ministry will supply military personnel if asked by 
government agencies and if it would not interfere with 
national security, a ministry spokesman said Friday. 


The mobilization would affect engineers, telecommuni- 
cations and electronics experts, mechanics, electric engi- 
neers, heavy equipment operators and skilled laborers, 
he said. 


Defense Minister Yi Sang-hun told a meeting of senior 
military officers Wednesday that the emergency duty 
system will run until the end of May since the nation- 
wide general strike May take place next month. 


Some 130 military engineers experienced in driving 
locomotives were mobilized during a recent subway 
strike, but that operation was rated a near failure because 
the engineers lacked knowledge of the subway system. 


To avoid repeating such a mistake, the ministry will let 
government agencies give on-the-job training before dis- 
patching military personnel to take over from strikers. 
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Dissident Arrested for Holding North Publications 
SK2104034389 Seoul YONHAP in English 0335 GMT 
21 Apr 89 


[Text] Seoul, April 21 (YONHAP)—The director of the 
Peace Research Institute was arrested Friday on charges 
of possessing North Korean publications. 


Cho Song-u had been held by the Agency for National 
Security Planning since Wednesday for questioning on 
whether he was involved in dissident pastor Mun Ik- 
hwan’s unauthorized visit to Pyongyang. 


Mun was arrested upon his return from a 10-day stay in 
the communist North, where he allegedly voiced support 
for North Korea in a meeting with Kim Il-song. 


The arrest warrant says Cho, also a member of the 
National Alliance for Democratic Movements (Chon- 
minnyon), South Korea’s largest dissident organization, 
brought North Korean publications back from Tokyo 
last year and then read them, which in this anti-commu- 
nist state is banned under the National Security Law. 


Investigators searched Cho’s house and research office, 
confiscating letters from Chong Kyong-mo, a pro-Py- 
Ongyang activist in Japan who accompanied Mun to 
North Korea. 


“The investigation will focus on whether Cho has any links 
with pro-Pyongyang Koreans in Japan who helped Mun 
visit the North Korean capital,” an investigator said. 


Meanwhile, police served subpoenas on Paek Nak- 
chong, English literature professor of Seoul National 
University, and four other writers Friday, ordering them 
to report for questioning Saturday morning about their 
proposal for an inter-Korean conference of literary men. 


Pastor Gets 10 Years for Attempted Defection 
SK2104004489 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
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[Text] Pastor Kim Song-hwan, 65, was sentenced to 10 
years’ imprisonment yesterday for attempting to defect 
to north Korea via Malaysia. 


Kim was convicted of violating the National Security 
Law by the Seoul District Criminal Court. He attempted 
to flee to north Korea through the arrangement of the 
north Korean ambassador to Malaysia last November. 


He tried to escape to Communist north Korea after he 
failed to exchange 160 billion yen worth of fake Japanese 
government bonds. 
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DJP Fears Backfire of Dissident Crackdown 
SK2004010489 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
20 Apr 89 pp 2, 5 


[By staff reporter Kang Song-chol] 


[Text] The opposition parties are gearing up for counter- 
attacks against a string of government policies, while 
pushing for renewed opposition unity. 


Ruling party officials, meanwhile, are calling for caution 
so that the government’s recent crackdown on dissident 
circles will not backfire. 


By demanding the dissolution of the joint public security 
investigative headquarters Tuesday, the opposition 
Party for Peace and Democracy [PPD] and the Reunifi- 
cation Democratic Party [RDP] served a notice that they 
would no longer remain idle. 


The move came at a time when the opposition parties are 
mending their relations which have remained shattered 
for more than a month. 


Ironically, the momentum for restoring the opposition 
unity was given by the bribery scandal in the recently- 
held parliamentary by-election in Tonghae, which had 
aggravated relations between the RDP and the minor 
opposition New Democratic Republican Party [NDRP]. 


RDP leader Kim Yong-sam visited NDRP President 
Kim Chong-pil Tuesday, and apologized for his party’s 
having bribed the NDRP candidate in the election. The 
visit helped clear the grudges between the two opposition 
parties, and set the stage for restoring a coordination 
system in the opposition. 


“After a storm comes a calm,” Kim Chong-pil told 
reporters after the meeting. The remarks signaled that 
the two Kims had decided to bury the hatchet and to 
exert common efforts for restored cooperative ties 
among the opposition parties. 


With Kim Tae-chung’s PPD having already manifested 
its willingness to restore opposition unity, the three 
parties are likely to resume dialogue soon to map out 
joint strategies against the ruling camp. 


Meantime, the ruling Democratic Justice Party [DJP] is 
also seeking talks with the opposition, aware of mount- 
ing criticism about the failure in the political circles to 
effectively cope with pressing political issues. 


The opposition’s three Kims are expected to meet 
around the end of this month. The meeting may be 
followed by Chongwadae talk of President No Tae-u and 
the opposition leaders. 


Floor leaders of the four parties appear to have agreed in 
principle to call a special session of the National Assem- 
bly round May 10. 
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The opposition is sure to take issue with the tough 
measures the government has been taking following the 
dispute over the Rev. Mun Ik-hwan’s secret visit to 
Pyongyang late last month. 


Hot topics will include the arrest of dissident Prof. Yi 
Yong-hui and the questioning of senior editors and 
management directors of the daily HANGYORE SIN- 
MUN. 


Worried that their status and political influence might be 
seriously undermined, the three opposition parties will 
join hands in coping with the government’s hardline 
measures. 


They initially targeted the joint public security investi- 
gative headquarters inaugurated early this month with 
intelligence, military, prosecution and police officials for 
crackdowns on what the government alleges as leftist 
revolutionaries. 


The PPD and the RDP characterized the headquarters as 
an unlawful body, and charged it with repressing ‘““dem- 
ocratic figures’’ on a massive scale on the pretext of 
rooting out leftists. 


They argued that the nation has never had such a special 
investigative Organization except under martial law in 
1980 when then Gen. Chon Tu-hwan was rising to 
power. 


Opposition officials are saying they are especially 
angered at the fact that the Agency for National Security 
Planning, which had been widely criticized for its polit- 
ical maneuvers, are taking the leading part in the head- 
quarters. 


Meanwhile, some ruling party officials, concerned that 
continued tough measures might backfire, called on the 
government to tone down their intensity. 


They take note of the controversy generated by the arrest 
of Prof. Yi Yong-hui and the leading away of HANGY- 
ORE editors for questioning. 


Prof. Yi, also an editorial writer for the daily, and the 
editors have been charged with having planned to send a 
news team to Pyongyang without the approval of the 
government. 


The move against the journalists touched off criticism 
that they are suppression of freedom of the press. 


In addition to taking issue with the government crack- 
downs on dissident circles, the opposition parties are 
likely to raise again the question of resolving the irregu- 
larities of former President Chon’s rule. 


The opposition parties are well poised to regain their 
coordination system, but it remains to be seen whether 
they would be able to act in unison on every major issue. 
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Kim Tae-chung Visits Graves of 19 April Victims 
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[From the “Out and About” column: “Tribute to 
Victims”] 


[Text] Party for Peace and Democracy president Kim 
Tae-chung visited the graves of the victims of the April 
19, 1960 student uprising at Suyuri, northern Seoul, 
yesterday and dropped in at the house of party vice 
president Pak Yong-suk nearby. 


At the cemetery, Kim said the students’ uprising is 
evaluated as the only successful mass movement until 
now, though many similar uprisings have been 
attempted. The reason is that the students did not resort 
to violent means during the movement, he said, a 
comment apparently aimed at activist students. 


During a meeting with reporters at Pak’s house,the 
opposition leader said he is sorry for having failed to 
meet other opposition leaders for a long time despite 
accumulating pending political issues. 


“I believe the sooner the meeting of the three Kims is 
made,the better,”’ he said, adding that he would do his 
best in changing the political climate in order for poli- 
cians to be able to devote their attention to liquidating 
legacies from the Fifth Republic. 


Kim Chong-pil Cancels Tribute to 19 April Victims 
$K2004011689 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
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[From the “Out and About” column: “Cancelled Plan’’] 


[Text] New Democratic Republican Party leader Kim 
Chong-pil, a major figure of the 1961 military coup, 
yesterday cancelled a plan to pay tribute to the victims of 
the April, 19, 1960 student uprising. 


Kim’s aides said he suddenly canceled the plan but it was 
not certain whether he really had any intention to visit 
the cemetery, as he has not done so since 1980. 


Instead, Kim let party vice presidents and other key 
officeholders attend. 


Concerning, the forthcoming extra Assembly session, 
Kim told party floor leader Kim Yong-chae to study 
affirmatively a proposal made by the ruling party that 
each of the four political parties present only one inter- 
pellator for each subject regardless of the number of each 
parties’ parliamentary seats at plenary sessions. 
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House Criticized for ‘Interest in Trips, Benefits’ 
SK 2004025289 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
20 Apr 89 p 2 


[By staff reporter Kim Song-pok] 


[Text] Political efforts to erase the bad memories of the 
past governments are marking time due to the intransi- 
gence of rival parties. 


The economy is already on a downer because of recur- 
ring labor disputes, often accompanied by violence. 


Business circles are again on a high alert with the rumors 
of a nationwide strike on May Day. 


Some colleges and universities have closed of their own 
volition for the time being in the wake of campus unrest. 


Confrontation between left-wingers and right wingers 
are ever sharpening, amidst the whirlwinds created by a 
dissident pastor’s unauthorized trip to North Korea. 


These phenomena give rise to pessimism among the 
public, replacing the optimism that was seen just a year 
ago when President No Tae-u took office. 


Certainly, they are sticky problems which both sides of 
the House floor are at a loss to find effective solutions to. 


But rival parties do not always face embarrassing ques- 
tions like these. There is one thing they are not perplexed 
about and are ready to agree on: traveling overseas—for 
the sake of “parliamentarian diplomacy.” 


Despite the heap of problems around them to tackle first, 
55 legislators from the ruling and opposition camps, or 
about a sixth of the total House members, have already 
gone abroad or plan to embark on overseas tours this 
month. 


The figure breaks down to 32 of the governing Demo- 
cratic Justice Party [DJP], 10 of the largest opposition 
Party for Peace and Democracy [PPD], 6 of the Reuni- 
fication Democracy Party [RDP] and 7 of the New 
Democratic Republican Party [NDRP]. 


The overseas travels by lawmakers in detail are as 
follows; 


—A group of six from the Trade-industry Committee, 
led by chairman Ho Kyong-man, April 6-21, to Britain 
and Sweden, to observe trade markets. 

—Another group of seven on the panel, April 8-28, to the 
Netherlands, West Germany and France, for a similar 
purpose. 

—The third group of six from the committee, April 
18-May 6, to Brazil and Argentina, to observe small 
and medium companies there, 
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—A six-man group of the Hoe Committee, to France and 
Sweden, to broaden their vistas concerning foreign 
police systems and local autonomy, 

—Five members of the Legislation Judiciary Commit- 
tee, to the United States, Dominica and Jamaica, to 
study the special attorney system, 

—Four of the Construction Committee, to Libya and 
Spain, to see construction markets there. 


Besides, Vice House Speaker Kim Chae-kwang is travel- 
ling to Norway and Denmark with Reps. Cho Kyong- 
mok (DJP), Yim Chun-won (PPD), Kim Nam (RDP) 
and Chong Sui-pong (NDRP) and 16 more lawmakers 
are On private tours or plan to leave soon. 


In particular, 19 of the total 25 members of the Trade- 
Industry Committee are on Overseas tours at a moment 
when trade-Industry Minister Han Sung-su is at the end 
of his tether as a result of the formidable market-opening 
pressure from Carla Hills, U.S. trade representative, in 
Washington. 


Of the teams overseas now, the groups of the Trade- 
Industry Committee, except the one led by chairman Ho, 
provide not to have been endorsed by the National 
Assembly. Their tours were financed by the Korea For- 
eign Trade Association and other business organizations. 


According to a National Assembly Secretariat official, 
some lawmakers are accompanied by their wives “to 
collect reference materials for legislation.” 


Another official said, “We really do not want to see such 
a rush of overseas trips by our representatives at this 
moment when there is a high stack of issues to deal with. 
They appear to have much interests in fringe benefits, 
instead of their jobs.” 


DJP Wants ‘Suprapartisan’ Cooperation in Economy 
SK2104020889 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
21 Apr 89 p 2 


[Text] A positive role by the political parties has been 
requested to help tide over the ever-deteriorating eco- 
nomic problems stemming from rampant labor disputes, 
won currency appreciation and U.S. trade pressure. 


The call was made in a joint meeting of the top economic 
officials of the government and leaders of the Demo- 
cratic Justice Party [DJP] yesterday. 


They agreed that supra-partisan cooperation is required 
to solve economic difficulties as the government alone is 
unable to cope with them successfully. 


As an initial step, they suggested that chief policymakers 
of the four political parties have meetings with economic 
ministers, including Deputy Premier-Economic Plan- 
ning Minister Cho Sun at any time convenient to them. 
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They also proposed a regular weekly conference of the 
parties chief policymakers to discuss economic ques- 
tions. 


A spokesman said that the leaders of the administration 
and party shared the view that the people’s cooperation 
and understanding are a prerequisite for the solution of 
the economic ordeals. 


In particular, the administration noted in the session 
that intensive publicity should be made to help the 
people understand why the gradual opening of markets is 
necessary with regard to the U.S. trade pressure. 


They also agreed that the upcoming special National 
Assembly session (to open around May 10) should 
become a forum where all economic problems should be 
tackled by the government and all parties in close 
cooperation. 


During the session held at the DJP headquarters, the 
government and the party decided to subsidize smal! and 
medium industrial firms suffering from labor disputes. 


As to the labor conflicts, the DJP officials demanded 
that the government intervene in “extreme labor 
disputes,” and positively mediate between workers and 
employers. 


March Figures Sound ‘Alarm’ for Economy 
SK2104004289 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
21 Apr 89 p 8 


[Editorial: “Precarious Trade Pattern’’} 


[Text] A reverse in the balance of trade for March sounds 
an alarm for the bleak prospect of our national economy 
in the months ahead. The Customs Administration sta- 
tistics say it registered $5 million in the red last month. 
The signal is inauspicious indeed. 


The aggregate trade performance in the first quarter of 
the year gained $90 million. The figure is meager com- 
pared with the corresponding period of 1988. The pace 
of growth in imports kept outstripping export expansion 
that has enabled the fast growth of Korea's export-led 
economy. 


The first half of this month witnessed an accelerated 
increase in the trade deficit, according to the Ministry of 
Trade and Industry. Exports (compared to the same 
period of last year) advanced less than | percent. In the 
meantime, import jumped over | 1 percent. 


The lopsided tendency of our current trade pattern may 
not be definitive but it appears certain that the favorable 
balance of trade that persisted for the past few years has 
begun to suffer a setback. The backsliding is yet to reach 
a critical point. Nevertheless, it suffices for a serious 
concern about the uncertain future. 
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Skepticism should not be based only on the sheer figure of 
the rising trade imbalance. The contents and the direction 
of such an imbalance are no less important in assessing the 
adverse impact of the negative figures. The recent trend 
shows diminishing imports of reproductive materials in 
contrast to more purchases of consumer goods. 


In March alone imports of merchandise for domestic 
consumption rose 39 percent while raw materials for 
producing export goods bought abroad gained only 11 
percent. Some of the raw or semi-finished materials 
brought in from overseas were such as could have been 
locally supplied had there not been suspended produc- 
tion due to labor disputes. 


Though our economy has become less dependent on 
exports, export industries still remain and will continue 
to remain the main pillar of the Korean economy as an 
important source of employment and foreign exchange. 
Drastic reduction in the overseas purchase of capital 
goods in the early part of this year gives a most ominous 
indication. 


The chief cause of lessening acquisition of reproductive 
materials and equipment from other countries is the loss 
of desire for fresh investment on the part of local 
industrialists because of the mounting pressure for wage 
hikes and intensifying international competitiveness. 


Relief in trade friction over surpluses is a positive 
element. But we cannot afford to allow further reverses 
in Our exports which sustain continuing economic sta- 
bility and growth. 


* Monetary Policy, Banks Criticized 
41070084 Seoul MAEIL KYONGJE SINMUN in 
Korean 17 Feb 89 p 2 


[Editorial: “Financial Industry Clings to Obsolete 
Style—Shock of a 2 Trillion Won Collection ... Internal 
Factor Also Spawning Backwardness] 


[Text] While the financial industry in our country has 
been criticized for being out of date, banks and other 
financial institutions often gain people’s sympathy 
rather as a victim of government control curbing their 
free development. 


Indeed, the government once had overall regulatory 
authority over banks, literally wielding life-and-death 
power over their executives and employees, controlling 
and meddling in management at every step. 


In addition, for reasons difficult to understand, the 
government drastically cut bank employee’s wages. Fur- 
thermore, for one reason or another, serious financial 
problems and scandals occurred frequently and, each 
time, authorities eventually glossed it over by dismissing 
executives and employees. Thus, quite a few bank pres- 
idents experienced hellish agony. 
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At any rate, it was thought that government control was 
the barrier or culprit blocking the industry’s develop- 
ment. This prompted everyone interested in financial 
business to insist that decontrol was overdue and 
urgently needed. In this context perhaps, the Bank of 
Korea's effort to secure its independence gained consid- 
erable public sympathy. 


Whether or not the majority of people really know what 
efficient monetary control is, or how it relates to the 
central banks’s independence, the Bank of Korea suc- 
cessfully completed a drive for | million signatures. 


However, things have changed a great deal lately. Some 
progress has been made toward financial decontrol, which 
once appeared to be very unlikely, and the government's 
regulatory activity has become less authoritarian. 


In December last year, the government liberalized inter- 
est rates. It thus showed its intention not to interfere 
with the distribution of funds. 


In the field of monetary control, it also announced a shift 
to an open, competitive bidding system, ending the old 
practice of setting credit limits for individual banks and 
allotting treasury bonds to them. 


Should this trend continue, it is thought that the decontrol 
process will make further headway and the financial indus- 
try will develop properly. Especially at a time of rapid 
changes in the economic and financial environment both 
at home and abroad, developing our financial industry to 
cope with the changes stands as a pressing task. 


However, judging from their present tendency to cling to 
the old way of doing business, allegations that the 
institutions themselves were one of the factors responsi- 
ble for the industry’s backwardness appear not to be 
totally groundless. When interest rate liberalization was 
under discussion, most of the financial institutions, 
including banks, were opposed to it. In fact, they exposed 
themselves as beneficiaries of or partners in the govern- 
ment control rather than victims of it. When the liberal- 
ization was eventually put into effect, they moved in 
unison to set rates through consultations among them- 
selves. 


Financial practices, including fees charged by security 
firms, are also mostly determined by consultations 
among the institutions involved. This only means that 
institutions have replaced the government as regulators. 
No sooner had the interest rate liberalization been put 
into effect than we saw interest rates on deposits decline, 
and those on loans increase. As a result, banks can make 
money with less effort and at the cost of the customer. 


This prompts people to wonder for whom decontrol was 
implemented, after all. Anyhow, banks made lots of 
money last year, but dividends passed to stockholders 
were Only nominal. 
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Meanwhile, enterprises are often accused of owning 
excessive nonbusiness-purpose real estate. However, it is 
financial institutions themselves that actually own such 
real estate to an excessive extent; furthermore, their 
uncontrolled real estate lending practices have spawned 
an endless demand by enterprises for real estate. 
Undoubtedly, the institutions were often the culprit that 
fanned real estate speculations. Banks themselves 
indulged in speculations; there were, from time to time, 
cases of problems caused by financial firms that misused 
customers’ deposits for speculative purposes. 


If the financial institutions, like other businesses, are to 
operate profitably, they could very well find speculation 
in real estate the most lucrative source of profits for 
them. On the other hand, they are required to attach 
importance to public interests and should therefore 
refrain from engaging in activities that run counter to 
public interests. To help curb speculation in real estate, 
among other things, institutions should rid themselves of 
excess real estate holdings on a priority basis and even go 
a step further and reduce real estate-secured loans. 


If the Bank of Korea should continue to increase the 
money supply, and if financial institutions should con- 
tinue to be a leading speculator in real estate, when will 
houses become affordable for people who do not already 
own them? 


As we enter an era of financial internationalization, 
institutions should resort to competition, not consulta- 
tion, and make an all-out effort to increase competitive- 
ness. It is a pity that while foreign banks are coming into 
our market for the purpose of making money, overseas 
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branches of Korean banks still behave as if they were 
there for sightseeing or things like that. Nevertheless, 
institutions in our country still made money, and this 
fact alone shows how heavy was the cost paid by the 
public. 


Lately, government authorities have taken such innova- 
tive measures as the interest rate liberalization and the 
shift in monetary control methods. However, they have 
demonstrated a lack of self-confidence in the implemen- 
tation of these measures, aggravating confusion in the 
financial market. First of all, liberalizing interest rates 
indicates a possible rise in the rates. 


It should by no means signify any artificial stabilization 
of the interest rates. Nevertheless, since the interest rate 
liberalization was put into effect, authorities have issued 
large amounts of currency to stabilize the rates. Because 
this resulted in a rapid inflation of currency, they hastily 
decided to reduce it by assigning quotas to individual 
banks to collect loans totaling 2 trillion won by 20 
February. They also decided to again apportion treasury 
bonds to the banks. This will inevitably lead to a rise in 
the interest rates. 


However, the problem is that authorities appeared to be 
confused, administering their policies with trial and 
error, and causing setbacks in the measures they had 
been promoting, including interest rate liberalization 
and the new monetary control method. This is frustrat- 


Authorities should be cautious in making policy deci- 
sions, but should implement them with confidence once 
decisions are made. This is our advice. 
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Brunei, Malaysia & Singapore 
Malaysia 


U.S. Decision To Retain GSP Welcomed 
BK 1804160789 Kuala Lumpur International Service 
in English 0800 GMT 18 Apr 89 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] The Malaysian community has welcomed the 
decision of the U.S. Administration to allow Malaysia 
the benefit it has enjoyed under the Generalized System 
of Preferences or GSP. The system itself was started in 
1971. The main objective is to give the manufactured 
and processed goods from developing countries prefer- 
ential treatment or more liberal access to market in the 
affluent country. 


In real terms, this means that either duty-free or reduced 
duty access is available. The GSP scheme was estab- 
lished largely through the auspices of the UN Council on 
Trade and Development or UNCTAD. Malaysia has, 
over the years, diversified its economy so as to lessen 
dependence on those earnings from raw materials. 


A rapidly growing industrial sector is one of the features 
of the Malaysian economy today. The achievement has 
been recognized by all the economic superpowers. What 
is more, this was achieved through hard work and 
sensible economic policies. 


The Malaysian economic policy has always emphasized 
reliance on local resources and [words indistinct]. The 
well-known slogan “Trade, not aid” is applicable to 
Malaysia. The government has aiso adopted an open- 
door and liberal policy toward foreign capital. It was 
therefore something of a shock when it was learned that 
the American labor movement had filed a petition 
against Malaysia, alleging violation of workers’ rights. 
The Malaysian community was confident that the 
inquiry into the allegation would result in Malaysia’s 
favor. After all, the improvement of working conditions 
and fringe benefits among all Malaysians is an ongoing 
process in Malaysia. 


Anyone who visits Malaysia will be quite impressed by 
the material standard of living of workers. The trade 
union movement is dynamic and trade union leaders 
express their views freely. 


The Malaysian labor minister admits that some interna- 
tional labor organizations’ standard had not been imple- 
mented yet. But Malaysia is steadily progressing toward 
that goal. 


The fact that some groups are trying to enter Malaysia 
legally and illegally in search of employment can be cited 
as proof of relatively good condition here. 
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The American decision not to deprive Malaysia of its 
GSP privileges can be regarded as a victory of common 
sense Over emotionalism. There are about 900 firms and 
factories in Malaysia that produce goods for export to 
the United States under the GSP scheme. Some of them 
are in fact joint venture establishments and [word indis- 
tinct] partnership between American investment and 
technology and Malaysian capital and labor. This situa- 
tion is particularly true in the electronic industry in 
which Malaysia occupies a commanding position. 


Malaysian economists believe that the pursuit of quality 
and output will lead to more export. The [word indis- 
tinct] in fact will include more material benefits for 
Malaysian workers. All in all, the American decision was 
a happy event. 


Common Stance on SRV Troop Pullout Sought 
BK2004110489 Kuala Lumpur BERNAMA in English 
1049 GMT 20 Apr 89 


[Text] Kuala Lumpur, April 20 (QANA-BERNAMA)— 
Malaysia will consult with its ASEAN partners to reach a 
common position regarding Vietnam’s announcement 
that it will withdraw its troops from Kampuchea by the 
end of September, a senior Wisma Putra (foreign affairs) 
official said Thursday. 


Foreign Ministry Acting Secretary General Abdul Majid 
Mohamed said Malaysia wanted ASEAN to evaluate the 
Vietnamese proposal and reach “further ideas” on a 
Kampuchean settlement within the framework of the 
second Jakarta informal meeting (JIM II). 


‘Malaysia wishes to see that any action on withdrawal or 
settlement be within the framework of the comprehen- 
sive solution outlined in the chairman’s consensus state- 
ment at JIM II,” he told a press briefing. 


Vietnam announced on April 5 that it would withdraw 
all its troops from Kampuchea and also proposed that 
the international control commission on Indochina, set 
up in Geneva in 1954, be reactivated to supervise the 
withdrawal. 


Vietnam had previously said it would pull out its 
remaining forces, estimated at fewer than 50,000 men, 
by September on condition that all military support to 
the three-member resistance coalition headed by Prince 
Norodom Sihanouk be halted. 


UNTAG Contingent Leaves for Namibia 
BK2004 124289 Kuala Lumpur RTM Television 
Network | 

in Malay 1200 GMT 20 Apr 89 


[Excerpt] A group of the Malaysian contingent attached 
to the UNTAG [United Nations Transition Assistance 
Group] in Namibia is expected to arrive in Grootfontein 
in the northern part of the country at midnight. The 
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207-man group, which left last night, belongs to the 
Malaysian contingent comprising 827 infantrymen 
attached to the UNTAG in Namibia. [passage omitted] 


Cambodia 


Soviet Ambassador Holds News Conference 
BK2104055289 Phnom Penh SPK in French 0405 GMT 
21 Apr 89 


[Text] Phnom Penh, 21 Apr (SPK)—Rashit Khamidulin, 
USSR ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary to 
the PRK [People’s Republic of Kampuchea], on 20 April 
called a news conference on the recent developments in 
the foreign and domestic policy of the Soviet Union. 


Dealing with the Congress of Deputies, the diplomat 
talked about the definitive results of the elections of the 
USSR people’s deputies. He said that they were the first 
truly democratic elections and not a formal vote for a 
single candidate as in the past. 


Concerning Cambodia, R. Khamidulin recalled the 
Soviet Foreign Ministry’s statement supporting the ini- 
tiative the Governments of the People’s Republic of 
Kampuchea, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, and 
SRV put forth on 5 April. He noted that this initiative is 
regarded as a realistic program of action capable of 
giving a strong impetus to the search for an early solution 
to the external as well as internal aspects of the political 
settlement in Indochina. 


Concerning Mikhail Gorbachev's recent visit to Cuba 
and the UK, the speaker stressed that the USSR together 
with the other countries proceeded to a common analysis 
of the current international situation to work out new 
approaches of world politics and strengthen the values of 
mankind as a whole. All this responds to the demands of 
the integrity and independence of states in the world. 


Moreover, the diplomat condemned Pakistan’s aggressive 
acts against the Republic of Afghanistan, saying that they 
are full of unpredictable consequences for the destiny of 
the world and security throughout Southeast Asia. 


SRV Trade Delegation Visits, Signs Protocol 
BK 1904055389 Phnom Penh SPK in French 0406 GMT 
19 Apr 89 


[Text] Phnom Penh, 19 Apr (SPK)—A protocol on trade 
exchanges between the People’s Republic of Kampuchea 
and the SRV was signed in Phnom Penh at the end of the 
visit to Cambodia by a Vietnamese domestic trade delega- 
tion. 


The delegation, headed by Minister Hoang Minh Thang, 
member of the Vietnamese Communist Party Central 
Committee, left Phnom Penh on 17 April at the end of 
its 5-day visit to Cambodia. 
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During its stay, the Vietnamese guests also visited eco- 
nomic and cultural establishments in Phnom Penh. 


Ney Pena Receives Visiting JCP Delegation 
BK 1904085589 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 0430 GMT 19 Apr 89 


[Text] On 18 April, at the office of the party Central 
Committee’s Propaganda and Education Commission, 
Comrade Ney Pena, member of the Political Bureau of 
the party Central Committee and chairman of the Cen- 
tral Committee’s Propaganda and Education Commis- 
sion, cordially received the delegation from the Japanese 
Communist Party [JCP] led by (Yasu Ikitani), member 
of the JCP Central Committee and permanent represen- 
tative of the party in Hanoi, who is on a fact finding visit 
to Cambodia. 


Speaking on the occasion, Comrade Ney Pena informed 
the delegation of the development of the Cambodian 
revolution during the past 10 years. He also welcomed 
the delegation’s visit, considering it a development of 
relations between the Kampuchean People’s Revolution- 
ary Party and the JCP in accordance with the develop- 
ment of the current world political situation. Comrade 
Ney Pena stressed that the Government of the People’s 
Republic of Kampuchea has several times met with 
opposing Cambodian groups aimed at ending the con- 
flict in Cambodia and providing happiness to the people. 
Every proposal put forward at those meetings are rea- 
sonable and beneficial to the Cambodian people. 


Replying, (Yasu Ikitani) informed Comrade Ney Pena 
about the social situation and activities of the JCP to get 
democracy for the people. He further said we are most 
concerned about the Cambodian problem. Our people 
support the Cambodian people’s just struggle and firmly 
denounce the genocidal Pol Pot clique, which sowed 
destruction in Cambodia and on the Cambodian people 
and damaged international communism. (Yasu Ikitani) 
affirmed that through the delegation’s visit, the Japanese 
party, government, and people will more clearly under- 
stand the firmness and genuine progress of the Cambo- 
dian people's fine Land of Angkor. 


VONADK Charges Vietnam With Aggression 


Alleges ‘Monstrous Crime’ Committed 
BK 2004082589 (Clandestine) Voice of the National 
Army of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian 
2315 GMT 19 Apr 89 


[Station editorial: “‘Hanoi’s Aggression Against and Occu- 
pation of Cambodia Is an Irrefutably Monstrous Crime”) 


[Text] The international community is well aware that 
the Hanoi authorities have invaded and occupied Cam- 
bodia for more than 10 years now and are continuing to 
commit untold, countless crimes against the Cambodian 
people. However, the Hanoi authorities have claimed 
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that their aggression against and occupation of Cambo- 
dia is a just action, a disinterested assistance. How can 
this be a just action if hundreds of thousands of Viet- 
namese troops are occupying Cambodia and more than | 
million Vietnamese are taking up residence in Cambo- 
dian territory? In fact, the Hanoi authorities have sowed, 
and are sowing, all kinds of crime and disaster on the 
Cambodian people, such as slaughtering them in various 
ways, conscripting them as soldiers to fight and die in 
their places, drafting them into K-5 corvee labor, starv- 
ing them, using toxic chemical weapons against them, 
and so on. At the same time, the Hanoi aggressors have 
caused hundreds of thousands of Cambodians to flee and 
become refugees living in foreign countries. In so doing, 
the Hanoi authorities aim toward swallowing Cambodia 
and turning it into a Vietnamese province. Are these acts 
what the Hanoi authorities have vociferously claimed to 
be their so-called disinterested assistance to Cambodia? 


The majority of nations in the world which wish to see 
harmony and peace in Cambodia and peace and stability 
in Southeast Asia have vigorously condemned Vietnam 
for the past more than 10 years. They have unanimously 
agreed to continue bringing political, economic, and 
diplomatic pressure to bear on Vietnam until the Hanoi 
aggressors consent to bring an end to their war of 
aggression and devastation in Cambodia by pulling out 
all of their aggressor forces from Cambodia. 


In conclusion, there is no denying that the Hanoi aggres- 
sors and occupiers are the worst criminals because they 
have wreaked havoc on the Cambodian people. Therefore, 
Vietnam must withdraw all its aggressor forces from Cam- 
bodia under specific international supervision. 


Labels SRV as Bandit 
BK2104025289 (Clandestine) Voice of the National 
Army of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian 
2315 GMT 20 Apr 89 


{Station editorial: “Vietnam Should Not Forget Its Sta- 
tus as an Aggressor and a Bandit”’] 


[Text] At present, while lying to the world that it will 
withdraw all its troops from Cambodia in September, 
Vietnam has been launching diplomatic activities openly 
and secretly and by itself and through its puppets, 
asserting that it would never dissolve its puppet regime 
nor accept the formation of a four-party Cambodian 
coalition government. It has stated that Cambodia is its 
cake and that it can share this cake with anyone it likes. 


We would like to warn the Hanoi authorities as follows: 


You are the bandits and the aggressors against Cambo- 
dia. The United Nations has annually condemned your 
aggression for 10 years now and instructed you to hand 
Cambodia back to the Cambodian people. Cambodia is 
not your cake. You are absolutely not allowed to decide 
Cambodia’s destiny at will. You will absolutely not be 
able to get rid of any Cambodian resistance force. The 
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problem to be resolved in Cambodia is not the problem 
of whether you do or do not want to share power with 
anyone. You are the bandits and the aggressors. You 
must withdraw from Cambodia. You must not forget 
that you have committed a heinous crime before the 
Cambodian people and before the world by sowing 
immense destruction on the Cambodian nation and 
people and menacing peace and stability in Southeast 
Asia and the Pacific. Due to this crime, you should be 
tried as Hitler was tried at the Nuremburg Tribunal. As 
for the puppets you prop up in Phnom Penh, they are 
also guilty before the Cambodian people and the Cam- 
bodian history. Their crime is very eno” nous. However, 
the Cambodian people and the Coalition Government of 
Democratic Kampuchea [CGDK] have pardoned you 
and your puppets and are willing even to let your 
puppets have a share. This is out of the goodwill of the 
Cambodian people and the CGDK to quickly solve the 
Cambodian problem politically. 


With us giving in this much, if you still refuse to 
withdraw your aggressor troops from Cambodia, the 
Cambodian people will attack both you and your pup- 
pets and the world will continue to support the Cambo- 
dian people’s just struggle and Samdech Norodom Sih- 
anouk’s five-point peace plan and pressure you until you 
hand Cambodia back to the Cambodian people by 
withdrawing all your aggressor troops from Cambodia 
under specific international supervision. It is the Cam- 
bodian people who are the owners of Cambodia. You are 
the bandits and the aggressors. Do not forget this status. 


Laos 


12 Refugees ‘Voluntarily’ Return in Mid-April 
BK2104105589 Vientiane KPL in English 0906 GMT 
21 Apr 89 


[Text] Vientiane, April 21 (QANA-KPL)—In the first 
two weeks of this month, 12 Lao refugees in third 
countries voluntarily came back to their homeland: Ten 
persons were from the USA, one from Switzerland and 
one from Japan, according to the press release of the 
UNHCR [United Nations High Commissioner for Ref- 
ugees] Office here. 


From our discussion with these repatriates, we have 
learnt that many Lao citizens already resettled in third 
countries still wish to come back to their homeland, 
since they are convinced of the humanitarian policy of 
the Lao PDR [People’s Democratic Republic] and of the 
noble amnesty granted to repatriates, reads the press 
release. 


Concerning the repatriation process, these people first 
submitted their applications either to the Lao Embassy 
or to the UNHCR Offfice in their country of residence. 
Then these two offices worked in close collaboration to 
get the authorization from the Government of the Lao 
PDR for their repatriation. 
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After ten days at the transit center run by the Committee 
of Social Welfare of the municipality of Vientiane, where 
they received information about the actual political, 
economic and social life of the country, these voluntary 
repatriates went back to their villages of origin, i.e. nine 
persons were dispatched to the municipality of Vien- 
tiane, two to Savannakhet Province and one to Phong 
Saly Province. 


Committee Condemns Arrest of ROK Clergyman 
BK2004052089 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
0000 GMT 20 89 


[Text] On 17 April the Lao Committee in Support of 
Peaceful Reunification of Korea issued a statement 
condemning the South Korean power holders for the 
arrest of clergyman Mun Ik-hwan. The statement says: 


On 13 April the Committee in Support of Peaceful 
Reunification of Korea issued a statement condemning 
the South Korean power holders for the arrest of clergy- 
man Mun Ik-hwan upon his return to Seoul from a visit 
to Pyongyang. The fact is Mun Ik-hwan is not guilty of 
any crime. On the contrary, his good deed has contrib- 
uted to the humanitarian movement in conformity with 
the joint communique dated 4 July 1972 of North and 
South Korea and the aspirations of Korean people in 
both the North and South for the peaceful reunification 
of their nation, and has promoted the effort to find a 
quick and peaceful reunification of North and South 
Korea. 


The South Korean power holders’ arrest of clergyman 
Mun Ik-hwan has once again exposed their destructive 
nature against the task of the peaceful unification of 
Korea, which is a violation of the democratic rights, 
freedoms, and aspirations of the Korean people and 
peace-loving people worldwide and contradicts the trend 
toward dialogue and solving problems through peaceful 
means. The arrest of Mun Ik-hwan has soured the good 
atmosphere that has just developed between North and 
South Korea, has obstructed negotiations, and has 
revived confrontation between the northern and south- 
ern parts of the country—which could lead to clashes 
between the people of the same blood and afford an 
opportunity for the ultrarightists and foreigners to divide 
Korea into two countries forever. Therefore, the arrest of 
clergyman Mun Ik-hwan is a great crime committed by 
the South Korean power holders. Their fascist action has 
been opposed by not only the Korean people, but also by 
mankind all over the world. 


The Lao Committee in Support of Peaceful Reunifica- 
tion of Korea, before the public opinion of Laos ara the 
world, condemns this action of the South Korean power 
holders and demands that they quickly release cle.gyman 
Mun Ik-hwan. 


, 
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DPRK’s Kim Il-song Thanked for Greetings 
BK2104024089 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
1200 GMT 20 Apr 89 


[Text] Recently Phoumi Vongvichit, acting president of 
the Lao People’s Democratic Republic [LPDR], sent a 
reply message of thanks to Kim Il-song, president of the 
DPRK, Pyongyang. The message reads as follows: 


I would like to extend my sincere thanks to you, com- 
rade, for your greetings and best wishes to me on the 
occasion of my 80th birth anniversary. 


I note with satisfaction that the relations of friendship 
and cooperation between the peoples of our two coun- 
tries have been fruitfully developed with each passing 
day. I wish you, comrade, good health and happiness. | 
also would like to take this occasion to wish the fraternal 
Korean people success in implementing the resolutions 
of the sixth congress and the Third 7-Year Plan of the 
Workers Party of Korea. 


May the close friendship between the LPDR and the 
DPRK be further strengthened and developed! 


Philippines 


Murder of U.S. Lieutenant Colonel Reported 
BK2104083889 Manila PNA in English 0814 GMT 
21 Apr 89 


[Text] Manila, April 21 (OANA/PNA)}—A United States 
Army officer was shot dead Friday morning by four still 
unidentified gunmen in suburban Quezon City, police 
said. 


Killed in an ambush was Lt Col James N. Rowe assigned 
with the Joint U.S. Military Action Group (JUSMAG) in 
the Philippines. 


Rowe was inside his Japanese-made car on its way to 
JUSMAG office in the suburban district when sprayed 
with bullets by four car-riding men. 


Spent shells recovered by the police at the scene of the 
shooting showed the gunmen used U.S.-made Armalite 
rifles. 


Police said Rowe suffered multiple bullet wounds and 
was pronounced dead at the Armed Forces of the Phil- 
ippines Medical Center in Quezon City. 


Motive of the killing was not known. 


Police said the U.S. Army officer's driver, a Filipino, 
also sustained gunshot wounds in the head and right 
hand. He was immediately airlifted to the U.S. Clark Air 
Base in Angeles City, north of Manila. 


Probers later found the car used by the assassins not far 
from the ambush site in Quezon City. 
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The American military officer’s killing came [words 
indistinct] after the banned Communist Party of the 
Philippines (CPP) called [for] the pullout of U.S. mili- 
tary bases in the Philippines. 


Last week, a U.S. communications relay station in north- 
ern Philippines was bombed by communist guerrillas. 


In reaction to Rowe's assassination, U.S. Ambassador 
Nicholas Platt Friday said Rowe's killing would not in 
any way alter U.S. policy of support for Philippine 
democracy. 


“We will not be deterred by terrorists,” Platt said, 
adding that the Rowe murder will only strengthen Amer- 
ican resolve to stand with the government and the people 
of the Philippines. 


Platt’s statement follows: 


“Col. James N. ‘Nick’ Rowe was murdered this morning 
in Manila by cowardly assassins who fired into his car as 
he rode to work at the JUSMAG compound. 


“Our hearts and our deepest sympathy go out to his 
widow Susan, and his children. Nick will be profoundly 
missed by all of his friends and colleagues. 


“In Nick Rowe, the United States has lost a genuine 
hero. 


“No stranger to sacrifice on behalf of his strong beliefs in 
democracy and freedom, he spent five years as a prisoner 
of war in Vietnam and was heavily decorated for his 
service. Today, Nick made the ultimate sacrifice. Once 
again, he was on duty in support c.- an ally fighting to 
protect its democratic institutions. 


“At this moment, we do not know the motives of Nick 
Rowe’s murderers. But should anyone think that killing 
this brave officer will alter in anyway U.S. policy of 
support for Philippine democracy, they are wrong. On 
the contrary, this act will only strengthen American 
resolve to stand with the government and the people of 
the Philippines led by President Aquino. We will not be 
deterred by terrorists. Nick Rowe would have it no other 
way.” 


Aquino, Manglapus Comment 
HK2104073189 Hong Kong AFP in English 0723 GMT 
21 Apr 8&9 


[By Cecil Morella] 


[Text] Manila, April 21 (AFP)}—The first-ever assassina- 
tion of a high-ranking U.S. military officer in the Phil- 
ippines Friday raised speculation about a possible ter- 
rorist campaign in the Philippines, analysts here said. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


While no group immediately took credit for the subur- 
ban Manila ambush which killed army Colonei James 
Rowe, Manila security chief Brigadier-General Rodolfo 
Biazon said the communist New People’s Army (NPA) 
was the main suspect in the attack. 


U.S. Ambassador Nicholas Platt condemned the murder 
of the highly decorated Col. Rowe, a five-year prisoner of 
war in Vietnam, but said, “should anyone think that 
killing this brave officer will alter in any way U.S. policy 
of support for Philippine democracy, they are wrong.” 


President Corazon Aquino emphasized to reporters that 
responsibility for the attack has not been firmly estab- 
lished. She said U.S. personnel in the Philippines “had 
received warnings before and I guess they had taken the 
necessary measures, but apparently that was not ade- 
quate enough.” 


Philippine military spokesmen said two cars with four 
gunmen aboard had followed the officer's car on his way 
to work in suburban Quezon City, cut him off near the 
Joint U.S. Military Advisory Group (JUSMAG) com- 
pound, and opened fire with high-powered firearms. 


The colonel, chief of the ground forces division of 
JUSMAG and a native of McAllen, Texas, was rushed to 
a nearby Philippine military hospital but later died of 
unspecified bullet wounds. His Filipino driver was 
wounded. 


The assassination immediately sparked fears of a terror- 
ist campaign directly targetted against U.S. military 
personnel and facilities and U.S. interests in this Asian 
country which hosts the two largest U.S. military bases 
overseas. 


JUSMAG provides technical assistance to the Philippine 
military as part of the economic and military compen- 
sation received by Manila as compensation for the use of 
the bases. 


Brig. Gen. Biazon told reporters “there are sufficient 
security measures” enforced by Philippine troops guard- 
ing the U.S. facilities, but that “providing security at the 
roads is something else.” 


Foreign Secretary Raul Manglapus said the ambush was 
‘a criminal act that is a desperate move” by those who 
wanted to destabilize the Philippine Government. “A 
few bullets cannot destabilize a government that is 
rooted in the power of the people.” 


“I am pleased to be informed by Undersecretary (Fortu- 
nato) Abat that the department of national defense has 
taken steps to increase protection of Americans and 
other foreigners in the Philippines,” he told reporters 
without elaborating. 


FBIS-EAS-89-076 
21 April 1989 


The ambush took place five days after the communist- 
led National Democratic Front (NDF) warned President 
Corazon Aquino to immediately state publicly that she 
will not extend the U.S. lease on Clark Air Base and 
Subic Naval Base when it expires in 1991, otherwise they 
will be attacked by the insurgents. 


Mrs. Aquino has said she wanted to keep her options 
open on the long-term future of the bases. 


Observers said it was not the first time the rebels had 
issued such threats, but the attack was rare, raising 
speculation that the insurgents feared increased U.S. 
military aid to Manila or direct confrontation with U.S. 
forces. 


There had been only two such attacks in recent years— 
the NPA killed two U.S. servicemen outside Clark Air 
Base in October 1987 and blasted a U.S. Navy antenna 
in the northern Philippines earlier this month. 


The 17,000 U.S. troops deployed at Clark and Subic had 
not been threatened by the upsurge of communist assas- 
sinations of Filipino soldiers and police in Manila and 
other urban areas since 1987. The campaign has since 
slackened amid a popular backlash. 


The banned Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP) 
and its NPA, which various sources agree has between 
10-15,000 armed guerrillas and several thousand other 
militants in charge of logistics, communications and 
propaganda, has always called for the dismantling of the 
U.S. bases. 


The CPP announced last month a total insurgent victory 
was possible within a decade, but military officials agree 
there was not going to be any serious threat that the 
insurgents seizing power in the next 10 years. [sentence 
as received] 


But Philippine officials stress that there was no purely 
military solution to the 20-year-old rebellion, fuelled by 
inequality and poverty in the rural areas where more 
than 60 per cent of the 59 million Filipinos live. 


Sporadic clashes between security forces and NPA units, 
who can muster up to 200 men armed with various rifles 
and a few mortars in ambushes and raids of isolated 
town halls and military outposts, have led to a daily 
average death toll of 10 guerrillas, soldiers, police and 
Civilians in the past two years. 


Aquino Orders Speedy Probe 
HK2104085789 Manila Manila Broadcasting 
Company DZRH in Tagalog 0800 GMT 21 Apr 89 


[Text] Jennifer Postigo of Mobile Unit No 18 reports: 
[Begin recording] [Postigo] President Aquino ordered a 


speedy and thorough investigation into the killing of 
U.S. Army Colonel James Rowe after she received news 


/ 
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of the incident. She directed Capcom [Capital Regional 
Command] chief Brigadier General Alexander Aguirre 
to lead the investigating team, immediately inform her 
of the results, and determine whether the NPA [New 
People’s Army] rebels are responsible for the ambush. 


[Aquino in English] [Words indistinct] we do not know if 
the NPA is responsible for the killing of Colonel Rowe. | 
was talking to Gen Aguirre earlier, so they are investi- 
gating the case and once they come out with more 
definite conclusions they will let me know. 


[Reporter's question indistinct] 


{Aquino in English] Well, I think they have received 
warnings before, and | guess they have taken the neces- 
sary measures. But apparently that was not enough, and 
General Aguirre has extended to them whatever help is 
necessary from our side. [end recording] 


Meanwhile the killing of the U.S. Army colonel proves 
that the military is not yet winnning the war with the 
NPA. The details from Cesar Chavez of Mobile 9: 


[Begin recording] [Chavez] Senator Maceda said that the 
ambush of U.S. Army Col James Rowe, who is assigned 
to J JSMAG, ts proof that the government is not com- 
pletely winning the war against the NPA. This is also 
proof that a big part of the more than P [peso] 500- 
million intelligence funds of the military is being wasted. 


{[Maceda in English] Isn't it that we have a very serious 
NPA problem because they are operating not only in the 
barangays and the mountains but openly here in Metro 
Manila? And that’s why I keep saying that it is wrong for 
us to keep maintaining that everything is fine, we're 
winning, everything is under control, and so they can do 
this and they can do that. 


I hope that the Capcom, the NCRDC [National Capital 
Regional Defense Command] would review their activ- 
ities, or their programs here in the Metro Manila area 
because | remember that even Gen Montano admitted 
about a month ago that there has been an increase of 
about 25.6 percent in crime in the Metro Manila area. 


[Chavez] Maceda added that if the military does not take 
their duty of protecting the citizens seriously, there 
would be more incidents of this kind in the Metro 
Manila area in the coming days. [end recording] 


Head of Task Force Chosen 
HK2104101389 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
0900 GMT 21 Apr 89 


[Text] Colonel Victor Changco, Capcom North sector 
commander, was directed by Metrodiscom [Metropoli- 
tan District Command] chief General Alexander Aguirre 
to lead the task force which will investigate the case. 
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[Begin recording] [Changco in English] The regional 
commander of Capcom has designated me the officer in 
charge investigating this ambush this morning. We have 
created a task force, we call it Task Force Rowe, pur- 
posely to work on this ambush and maybe it will be 
composed of Northern Police District personnel, Que- 
zon City District personnel, our Northern Capcom com- 
mand, and then the other intelligence agencies coordi- 
nating with us. 


[Reporter] Has the motive of the killing been established 
yet? 


[Changco in English] We are still working on the possible 
motive of the suspects, but as of now we have not 
determined anything. 


[Reporter] Have you any lead as to which group is 
responsible for this? 


{Changco in English] We have not established any defi- 
nite proof. We are working on the witnesses. There are 
several witnesses who witnessed the incident and we're 
trying to get a cartographic sketch of the suspects. 


[Reporter] There are speculations that the NPA rebels 
are responsible for the killing, particularly because of 
their most recent threats. 


[Changco in English] The angles will be investigated. 
You could help us by calling on all people who might 
have any knowledge, and we will give our telephone 
number, 9214736, to call us anytime. This number will 
be manned 24 hours and all information will be checked. 


[Reporter] Do you have reports regarding the car used by 
the suspects? 


[Changco in English] Our only lead is that it is colored 
maroon, it’s a Lancer, and it went in the direction of 
Morato Avenue. 


[Reporter] Nobody identified the suspects? 


[Changco in English} Nobody. They have given us 
descriptions. We might be able to get a good sketch of the 
suspects. 


[Reporter] You do not have any lead as to how many 
they were? 


[Changco in English] None. Maybe three or four. The 
tint is dark. They did not alight from the car. They fired 
from inside their car. 


[Reporter] What were the weapons used by the suspects? 


[Changco in English] The witnesses saw that they used 
high-powered firearms. [end recording] 
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J Police Team Formed To Find Killers 


HK2104015689 Manila Manila Broadcasting 
Company DZRH in Tagalog 0140 GMT 21 Apr 89 


[Text] Colonel Rodolfo Garcia, Quezon City police 
chief, today ordered his men to form a team to track 
down the suspected killers of Colonel James Rowe of 
JUSMAG. 


According to information received so far, the motive for 
the ambush of the American military officer in front of 
the JUSMAG office in Tomas Morato Street, Quezon 
City, has not been established. A spokesman for V. Luna 
Hospital where Rowe was taken after the incident, 
reported that Rowe sustained serious head injuries 
which proved fatal. 


We will continue to monitor the developments as the 
authorities take steps to find the suspects. According to 
Lieutenant Pruto Casayuran, head of the Quezon City 
Police homicide section, they are now gathering infor- 
mation concerning the circumstances of the ambush. 
Thus far, the Quezon City police investigators do not 
have a lead on the motives for the killing. 


Meanwhile, the Filipino driver of Col Rowe, Joaquiii 
Benoya, was also hurt in the incident. 


This is Resty Dequiros reporting for DZRH. 


Getaway Car Reported Found 
HK2104133789 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
1300 GMT 21 Apr 89 


[Excerpt] Investigation into the killing of U.S. Army 
Colonel James Rowe, outside the JUSMAG compound 
at about 0715 this morning, continues. 


Rowe was in his car when he was ambushed by still 
unidentified men. His silver-gray vehicle was blocked by 
the assassins who then open fired at his car. Twenty-one 
bullets from an M-16 and .45 caliber pistols were report- 
edly fired at Rowe's car. He was pronounced dead on 
arrival at the V. Luna Hospital due to head injuries. He 
was the Army Division chief of JUSMAG and was 
responsible for training and giving logistical support to 
the Philippine Army. 


Meanwhile, the maroon car reportedly used by Rowe's 
suspected killers has been found. The car was found at 
Vinzons Street, San Francisco del Monte, Quezon City. 
[passage omitted] 


J Leftists Suspected in Ambush 


OW2104064 189 Tokyo KYODO in English 
0617 GMT 21 Apr 89 


[Text] Manila, April 21 KYODO—Suspected commu- 
nist assassins shot and killed a U.S. Army Colone! 
outside a U.S. military facility, a Philippine military 
official said Friday. 
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U.S. Embassy spokesman Jerry Huchel identified the 
victim as Army Col. James N. Rowe, 51, from McAllen, 
Texas, Rowe died on arrival at the Philippine Military 
Medical Center and his body was brought to the US. 
Clark Air Base some 80 kilometers north of Manila. 


“We believe the attack was carried out by leftist 
elements,” Brig. Gen. Pantaleon Dumlao, chief of the 
Constabulary Criminal Investigation Service, told 
reporters. 


Police said a car carrying about four men pulled up 
beside the U.S. Army Officer’s car and riddled it with 
automatic weapons fire as it was approaching the Joint 
U.S. Military Advisory Group (JUSMAG) headquarters 
in suburban Quezon City at around 7:15 a.m. The 
American officer’s Filipino driver was also wounded in 
the attack. 


The gunmen escaped in a maroon-colored car which was 
found abandoned about 5 kilometers from the scene. 


Col. Warlito Sayam, operations officer of the National 
Capital region Defense Command (NCRDC), said inves- 
tigators already have “data on the perpetrators.” 


Asked if the Philippine military will increase security for 
U.S. Military personnel in Mauila following the attack, 
he said authorities are “still assessing the incident but 
whatever (measures) are necessary, we will implement 
them.” 


A JUSMAG facility manned by Filipino soldiers was 
attacked 2 years ago by me” in a passing car who hurled 
grenades inside the compound. No one was injured in 
that attack, which an unknown Muslim dissident group 
claimed credit for. 


The killing of the American military official followed the 
bombing of a communications facility of the U.S. Air 
Force and Navy in Benguet north of Manila 2 weeks ago. 
An ambush attempted by New People’s Army guerrillas 
inside Clark was also foiled. 


The rebels have been threatening attacks against Amer- 
ican firms and U.S. military facilities they claim are 
“‘oppressing” Filipino workers and have targeted those 
involved in the government’s anti-insurgency campaign. 


Guerrillas killed two U.S. servicemen and another Amer- 
ican in attacks outside Clark in October 1987. 


Shortly after the bombing of the U.S. communications 
facility, Philippine Constabulary commander Maj. Gen. 
Ramon Montano ordered tighter security around U.S. 
military and civilian installations in the country. 
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Manglapus Views Gain From Dropping Sabah Claim 
HK2004 115789 Quezon City GMA 7 Radio-Television 
Arts Network in Tagalog 1030 GMT 20 Apr 89 


[From “GMA News” program] 


[Text] The government today formally announced its 
decision not to pursue the country’s claim over Sabah. In 
his speech at the Mandarin Hotel, Foreign Affairs Sec- 
retary Raul Manglapus said that it’s time the country 
realizes the economic gains it could get from dropping its 
Sabah claim. These includes the normalization of rela- 
tions with Malaysia, and many others. 


[Begin Manglapus recording in English] We need not be 
stubborn over Sabah which contains barely over a mil- 
lion people. That territory larger than Mindanao, waiting 
for us to engage there in legitimate investment. [sentence 
as heard] [end recording] 


De Villa, Ileto Voice Support 
HK2104 103789 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan 
in Tagalog 1000 GMT 21 Apr 89 


[Text] National Security Adviser Rafael Ileto and Armed 
Forces Chief General Renato de Villa are supportive of 
the proposal that the country should drop its claim over 
Sabah. 


The two top defense officials issued their statement after 
attending a hearing conducted by the Senate defense 
committee on the issue. 


Ileto said he told President Aquino that dropping the 
claim on Sabah would be beneficial both politically 
militarily. De Villa, on the other hand, said that the 
proposal for a border patrol agreement is favorable to 
both countries. 


Laurel Denies Speech Critical of Aquino 
HK2104093189 Manila Manila Broadcasting 
Company DZRH in Tagalog 0800 GMT 21 Apr 89 


[Text] Vice President Salvador Laurel denied reports 
concerning a speech he delivered in the United States. 


Ike Guttierez, Laurel’s spokesman, said that the vice 
president did not criticize President Aquino. Somebody 
reportedly tried to sabotage Laurel’s «ypearance at the 
Center for Democracy in Washington by distributing 
copies of an alleged Laurel speech which was critical of 
the president before the vice president delivered his 
speech. 


The vice president explained that he spoke of stronger 
democracy in the Philippines and denied saying that the 
insurgency and peace and order problems in the country 
have deteriorated under the Aquino administration. 
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Laurel’s spokesman did not comment on reports about 
Vice President Laurel’s plan to run in the 1992 presiden- 
tial elections. 


Press Secretary Benigno Tenders Resignation 
HK2104083189 Manila Manila Broadcasting 
Company DZRH in Tagalog 0800 GMT 21 Apr 89 


{Slantlines denote passage in English] 


[Text] Press Secretary Teodoro Benigno today submitted 
his letter of resignation to President Aquino. His resig- 
nation, which he described as irrevocable, will take effect 
Starting 16 May. 


According to Secretary Benigno, his position as press 
secretary may be compared to a cross on his shoulder 
whose weight grows heavier as the days go by. It was for 
this reason that he decided to leave the job and return to 
his old profession as a journalist. Benigno also explained 
to the president that he had thought that he could 
manage the relationship between the Office of the Press 
Secretary and the media, but now that he has found the 
endeavor a failure, there was no point in remaining in his 


post. 


According to Benigno, /the time has come when one’s 
self-esteem and dignity must prevail over every other 
consideration./ 


It will be recalled that Benigno submitted a letter of 
resignation to President Aquino last July but he was 
prevailed upon by the president to change his mind and 
resume his position. However, Secretary Benigno is 
determined to leave his job this time, after having served 
as press secretary and President Aquino’s spokesman for 
2 years and 8 months. 


[Begin recording in English] [Benigno] We had a very 
cordial, carefree, substantive talk. 


[Reporter’s question indistinct] 


[Benigno in progress] ...I told her in my letter that I was 
going back to writing. [passage indistinct] [end record- 


ing] 


So far, there is no information as to Benigno’s replace- 
ment as press secretary. Benigno himself said that he has 
not made any recommendations to President Aquino 
because he felt he was no longer in a position to inter- 
vene in the matter. 


This is Jennifer Postigo reporting from Malacanang. 
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JS Aquino Expresses Regret 
HK2104100189 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
0900 GMT 21 Apr 89 


[Text] President Corazon Aquino today expressed regret 
over the resignation of Press Secretary Teodoro Benigno. 
However, she noted with satisfaction that Benigno had 
indicated in his letter of resignation his willingness to 
help should a need for his service arise. 


Let us listen to the president’s reaction to Press Secretary 
Teodoro Benigno’s submission of letter of resignation. 


[Begin recording in English] [Reporter] What is your 
reaction to Secretary Benigno’s resignation? 


[Aquino] Well, I was very sorry to learn from him this 
morning that he wanted to leave government and that, 
well, the Office of the Press Secretary has become for 
him very difficult, with all of the burdens associated with 
it. I told him that I was really sorry to see him go, but I 
could also understand why he has to do this because as 
he explained to me, the burdens have become increas- 
ingly more difficult. Anyway, I would like to express here 
my deep appreciation for all that Secretary Benigno has 
done, not only for me, but for this administration. He 
has certainly been of enormous help. And I am glad that 
he told me he would still be helping me if and when I 
should ask for his assistance, even when he retires to the 
private sector. 


[Reporter] Ma’am, who will replace him? 


[Aquino] Since his leaving will become effective May 16, 
I would much rather wait until that time to announce 
who the acting press secretary will be. 


[Reporters] Thank you, ma’am. [end recording] 


That was President Aquino commenting on the resigna- 
tion of Press Secretary Teodoro Benigno. 


From Malacanang, this is Gabby Salcedo reporting. 


Aquino Comments on Wages, Aid Plan, Elections 
HK2104103189 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
0900 GMT 21 Apr 89 


[Text] President Aquino will certify as urgent a proposed 
bill increasing wages in the private and public sectors. 
The Aquino administration is firm on its stand of a P 
[peso] |5 additional wage hike in Manila and P6 in the 
provinces. The only issue to be studied is the proposal to 
have the same wage adjustment level in Manila and in 
provinces whose economies are developing. 


[Begin recording] [Aquino in English] Yesterday, I 
appealed for peaceful solutions to this problem. And you 
know I talked with both the labor and management 
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groups, and they are studying my proposals also. We are 
also studying the proposal of the labor groups to include 
other areas besides Metro Manila in the matter of the 
P15 wage increase. 


[Reporter’s question indistinct} 


[Aquino in English] Actually that was the reason why we 
invited both Senator Herrera and Congressman Veloso, 
who are both chairmen of the committees on labor in 
Congress, so that both of us could work out a Uill on this 
matter. We will be addressing and certifying the bill as 
urgent, probably by the middle of next week. 


[Reporter’s question indistinct] 


{Aquino in English] Well, you’re saying Senator [name 
indistinct] told this to the vice president. Well, I think 
whatever concerns the Philippine Assistance Program 
perhaps could be better addressed to me or at least to 
Chairman Villanueva of the Philippine Assistance Pro- 
gram, so that whatever needs to be done we can properly 
address. Because the vice president has nothing to do 
with the Philippine Assistance Program. 


[Reporter’s quesiton indistinct] 


{Aquino in English] Well, I think many [word indistinct] 
are intending to run in 1992 but again I would like to 
appeal not only to the vice president but to all concerned 
that perhaps what people are waiting for from us is to 
just to attend to our respective tasks to help in nation- 
building and to attain our goal of alleviating poverty in 
our country. [end recording] 


Labor Groups Suspend Plan for Nationwide Strike 
HK2104113189 Quezon City Sports Radio 738 
in English 1100 GMT 21 Apr 89 


[Text] Labor groups will postpone their planned nation- 
wide strike but will continue with smaller rallies. 


This was disclosed today by labor leaders after the 
government, employers, and private workers failed to 
reach an agreement on the minimum wage issue. 


The postponement of the planned strike is in response to 
President Aquino’s call to the labor groups not to use 
violent actions while the increase in minimum wage is 
still being studied by the sectors involved. 


Services Suspended To Protest Priest’s Killing 
HK2104030189 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE 
in English 21 Apr 89 p 7 


{By Philippine News and Features] 


[Text] There will be no Masses this Sunday in all 
Catholic churches in the Mindanao diocese of Pagadian. 
The “boycott” was called by Bishop Antonio Tobias to 
protest the murder of a local priest April 8. 
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“This is just the tip of the iceberg,” Tobias told a throng 
that accompanied the body of Fr. Dionisio Malalay to its 
burial place. “It is time we saw beyond the tip.” 


For Tobias, bishop of Pagadian, the tip of the iceberg 
was the priest’s shooting by a PC [Philippine Constabu- 
lary] trooper. Also killed in the incident was a local 
church leader and public official. 


The day after the shooting. Tobias himself was stopped 
by a group of armed men believed to be Tadtad goons of 
a local landlord. A report by Fathers Sean Martin and 
Pat Baker, the group had stopped and searched all 
vehicles coming out of Tabian all day. [sentence as 
published] 


The killings came despite years of protest, particularly by 
the Church against vigilante groups in western Mind- 
anao. 


Tobias has testified against the excesses of vigilante 
groups before the Senate Committee on Justice and 
Human Rights. In 1985, he also cancelled Masses to 
protest the killing of a parish worker. 


This Sunday only one concelebrated Mass will be held at 
the Pagadian plaza. 


Although out of the national limelight until the incident, 
the diocese had long been torn by conflicts involving, in 
the 70s, its large Muslim population, and now guerrillas 
of the New People’s Army, military authorities and 
paramilitary groups. 


Malalay, the slain priest, had often criticized the Kura- 
tong Baleleng, a paramilitary group, for abuses in 
Molave and Tabina towns where he served. 


Two days before he was killed, Malalay had reported to 
PC headquarters the harassment of poor fishermen by 
PC troopers. 


Malalay was allegedly shot by a certain Guilipano who 
had been sent to investigate Malalay’s complaint. 


Fr. Michael Sinnott, parish priest of neighboring Duma- 
linano town, believes “there is no hope for the poor to 
get justice.” 


Sinnott was once turned down by at least a dozen lawyers 
whom he had asked to represent a complainant against 
the Kuratong Baleleng. 


“The city was paralyzed by fear,” said Sinnott. 


Reports from Church and local human rights organiza- 
tions show that the paramilitary group cannot be con- 
trolled by local government officials. 
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When a new military commander was assigned, the 
Kuratong Baleleng disappeared from Ozamis City, only 
to re-appear in neighboring towns. “The military author- 
ities deny having anything to do with them. Despite this, 
the abuses have not been stopped,” said Sinnott. 


Graft and corruption, he said, adds to the tensions. He 
Cites a case where teachers had to pay between P [pesos] 
3,000 and P7,000 to get teaching jobs in public schools. 


Honasan Search Intensified; Reward Increased 
HK2104054589 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan 
in Tagalog 0400 GMT 21 Apr 89 


[Text] The search for Gringo Honasan is being intensi- 
fied following the announcement that the reward for his 
capture has been increased. Reports say that the 
National Capital Region defense command’s combat 
unit raided Honasan’s suspected safehouse. The raid was 
carried out under “Operations Pacman and Manhunt”, 
which have succeeded in arresting 120 leaders and 
supporters of former President Marcos. 


Meanwhile, raiders who searched the house of Hona- 
san’s brother are now facing theft charges. Jill Honasan, 
the renegade official’s wife, said they looted Romeo Joey 
Honasan’s house in Novaliches, Quezon City in last 
Wednesday’s raid. 


Ramos Criticizes Proposed Budget Cut for 1990 
HK2004043589 Baguio City Mountain Province 
Broadcasting Company in English 0330 GMT 20 Apr 
89 


[Text] Defense Secretary Fidel Ramos says that a reduc- 
tion in the budget of the Armed Forces and the Defense 
Department for 1990 would gravely affect national secu- 
rity. Reacting to recent revelations by Speaker Ramon 
Mitra that the AFP-DND [Armed Forces of the Philip- 
pines-Department of National Defense] budget next year 
must be slashed by 30 percent, Ramos said that is the 
prerogative of Congress. However he said that this will 
definitely affect the military’s counterinsurgency opera- 
tions. 


NPA Claim of 30,000 Fighters Discounted 
HK2004115189 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan 
in Tagalog 1000 GMT 20 Apr 89 


[Text] Armed Forces of the Philippines spokesman Colo- 
nel Juanito Rimando today said that the rebel statement 
claiming they are 30,000 strong is merely propaganda. 
He said that in the first months of 1988 the rebels were 
really increasing, but as that year ended their number 
decreased due to consecutive military raids. 


[Begin Rimando recording] The people should know 
this. We believe that the rebels’ statement is mere 
propaganda. Their movement is actually decreasing in 
number. We captured many CPP-NPA [Communist 
Party of the Philippines-New People’s Army] top leaders 
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in the past year up to the present. Many have also 
surrendered. This triumph in the operational parameters 
is just one part of the counterinsurgency campaign. [end 
recording] 


Thailand 


Chatchai Views French Arms Aid to Sihanouk 
BK2104085989 Bangkok BAN MUANG in Thai 
19 Apr 89 pp I, 18 


[Excerpts] Asked by newsmen about reported delivery of 
French arms aid through the Thai border to the Cambo- 
dian faction loyal to Prince Sihanouk, Prime Minister 
General Chatchai Chunhawan said he had no specifics. 
On newsmen’s report that about 9 tons of aid already 
arrived at a Thai airport, Gen Chatchai said: “How 
could it be? Nine tons of aid are meaningless, anyway.” 


Asked to comment on French aid while there is an 
ongoing campaign to end arms support to Cambodia, 
Gen Chatchai said newsmen would have to ask the 
French ambassador because he did not know if the aid 
report was true. [passage omitted] 


Commenting on reported French arms aid to Cambodia, 
Armed Forces Chief of Staff Gen Sunthon Khongsom- 
phong said morale boosting is probably the purpose of 
the aid. He said it is strange that until recently France 
never gave aid to the parties in the Cambodian conflict, 
its aid at this time could alter the situation—adding 
another major factor to the negotiations among the four 
Cambodian factions. 


Asked if the French aid will transit Thai territory, Gen 
Sunthon said France only asked for landing permission 
for its aircraft and for vehicles to transport the aid. 
Asked when the aid materials arrived, Gen Sunthon 
replied: “*3-4 days ago.” 


Asked if the aid will affect Vietnamese troop withdrawal, 
Gen Sunthon said if the Soviet Union joins there will 
likely be no effects because Vietnam relies on Soviet 
military and economic aid. [sentence as published] The 
Soviet economy is suffering and, therefore, the Soviet 
Union will force Vietnam to make the withdrawal. 
Asked if the French aid was intended for Prince Siha- 
nouk’s faction, Gen Sunthon said it was for the ANS 
[Sihanoukist National Army]. 


Sitthi Comments on French Aid 
BK2004010189 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
20 Apr 89 p 2 


[Text] Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila said yesterday 
the military aid to Kampuchean resistance would end 
only after all Vietnamese troops leave Kampuchea. 
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“Military aid will cease after all Vietnamese troops have 
withdrawn from Kampuchea,” he told reporters, com- 
menting On a report that France has recently sent lethal 
aid to support the rebel troops loyal to Prince Norodom 
Sihanouk. 


Sitthi said France’s action is justified since the cessation 
of external aid to the resistance would end simulta- 
neously with the completion of Vietnamese troop pull- 
out. 


“But at this moment they still have not withdrawn and 
no one can tell me when or how they will,” he said. 


Vietnam announced earlier this month it would pull out 
all of its troops of Kampuchea by the end of September 
even without a political solution. 


Sitthi said the French arms aid had probably been 
arranged between Prince Sihanouk and French leaders 
because France has a special relationship with the prince. 


Sitthi also told reporters upon his return from Singapore 
that he and Singapore’s Foreign Minister Wong Kang 
Seng agreed that effective international verification 
mechanism to oversee Vietnamese troops pullout from 
Kampuchea was vital to the peaceful settlement of 
Kampuchean problem. 


Commander-in-Chief Gen Chawalit Yongchaiyut yester- 
day also indirectly defended France’s sending of arms to 
the Khmer guerrillas, saying the situation surrounding 
the 10-year-old conflict has not changed. 


But Chawalit stopped short of confirming that France 
shipped the weapons to the guerrillas through Thailand. 


“IT don’t know how the weapons got into Kampuchea. 
You better ask the armed forces chief of staff about it,” 
he said. 


Armed Forces Chief-of-Staff Gen Sunthon Khongsomk- 
phong was the first Thai senior official to have admitted 
that France had sent arms through Thai territory to the 
Khmer guerrillas along the Thai border. He told report- 
ers on Tuesday the latest shipments arrived a few days 
ago. 


Speaking to reporters in Phatthaya after a seminar on 
military industry, Chawalit said there has been no 
change in the Kampuchean situation except for Viet- 
nam’s promise of withdrawal. 
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Arms Supplies ‘Criticized’ 
BK2004014189 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
20 Apr 89 p 4 


[Excerpts] Vietnamese Ambassador Le Mai last night 
criticised arms supplies by France to Kampuchean guer- 
rillas under Prince Norodom Sihanouk as only prolong- 
ing the war and not contributing to the search for peace. 
[passage omitted] 


Speaking at the Foreign Correspondents Club of Thai- 
land, Ambassador Le Mai said: 


“There can be no peace (in Kampuchea) without the 
cessation of arms supplies. The cessation of military aid 
is the beginning of everything,” he said. 


The arms from France, or the US, would only prolong 
the war and not contribute to the search of peace, he 
said. 


“The armed forces of the three resistance factions are 
operating under the same organisation—the Nation 
Defence Council, under which arms to any faction will 
eventually go to the Khmer Rouge, which is the back- 
bone of this council,” he charged. 


The arms supplied to Sihanouk’s forces will not help 
balance the strength of the two non-communist factions 
with the Khmer Rouge, it will only help strengthen the 
Khmer Rouge, he said. 


“I don’t know how the government of the country 
(France) will answer to its taxpayers,” he said. 


Prince Sihanouk, he said, could only strengthen his 
prestige by “taking a strong position against the 
genocide.” [passage omitted] 


SRV'’s ‘Change of Heart’ on Cambodia Examined 
BK2104103189 Bangkok Voice of Free Asia 
in English 1500 GMT 18 Apr 89 


[Station article: ““Vietnam’s Change of Heart—A Key to 
the Settlement of the Kampuchean Problem’’| 


[Excerpts] In early 1979, the international community 
was an eyewitness of Vietnam’s invasion and occupation 
of Kampuchea. Vietnam has tried to cover its illegal 
conduct by portraying the genocidal policies and prac- 
tices of the Pol Pot regime as the cause of its occupation 
of Kampuchea. The Vietnamese cited that they have to 
stay in Kampuchea in order to safeguard the Kampu- 
chean people [words indistinct] Pol Pot regime. As a 
matter of fact, the Vietnamese occupation of Kampu- 
chea and the prevention of the return to power of Pol Pot 
are distant issues. The Vietnamese occupation of Kam- 
puchea is a case of Vietnam’s interference in Kampu- 
chea’s internal affairs, which violates international law 
and the United Nations Charter. But the prevention of 
the recurrence of the Khmer Rouge is the internal affairs 
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of the Kampuchean people. In this regard, the Kampu- 
chean people should have the right to self-determination 
for their future. They should be allowed to choose their 
ruler. Therefore, the linkage between Vietnam’s occupa- 
tion of Kampuchea and the prevention of the return to 
power of the Khmer Rouge is only Vietnam's excuse to 
buy the time to build up the strength of Heng Samrin’s 


regime. 


However, it should be noted that Vietnam's policy 
toward the Kampuchean problem has intensified the 
conflict within the Vietnamese ruling circles. It has 
proven the fact of life in the communist world that after 
the communist victory, the communist leaders will split 
into two groups, the conservatives and the modernizers. 
The conservatives will try to maintain their power by 
emphasizing ideology. They will convince [words indis- 
tinct] that their revolution has not ended. For Vietnam, 
the conservatives are the Vietnamese leaders who want 
to concretize Vietnam’s dream of Indochina federation. 
Their thinking has been portrayed by Vietnam’s domi- 
nation over Laos and Kampuchea. 


The modernizers are reformers who have different pre- 
ceptions. They need to see the modernization of the 
country. The Vietnamese reformers consider the Viet- 
namese occupation of Kampuchea as an impediment to 
their modernization program. Every year, Vietnam 
pours nearly [word indistinct] for maintaining its foot- 
hold in Kampuchea. 


The Vietnamese occupation of Kampuchea also causes 
international economic sanctions against Vietnam. For- 
eign aid to Vietnam has been suspended since Vietnam’s 
presence in Kampuchea. Moreover, around 100,000 
Vietnamese productive forces are bogged down in the 
endless role in Kampuchea. All peace-loving nations 
realized Vietnam’s dilemma and proposed ways out for 
Vietnam. The United Nations’ resolutions on the situa- 
tion in Kampuchea, [word indistinct] proposal, and the 
CGDK [Coalition Government of Democratic Kampu- 
chea] peace plan are all considered as alternatives for 
Vietnamese pullout from Kampuchea with honor. But 
Vietnam’s rejection to such peace plans were due to the 
hardline Vietnamese leaders who have an aim to annex 
Kampuchea into their Indochina federation. 


Since the reunification of the country, the Vietnamese 
leaders have conducted their foreign policy in the wrong 
direction. Vietnam has become an ally of the Soviet 
Union and launched an aggressive policy towards its 
neighbors. The alliance and hegemonistic policy could 
not provide the better living to the Vietnamese people. 
Vietnam’s alliance with the Soviet Union combined with 
Vietnam’s aggressicn against Kampuchea caused ASE- 
AN’s apprehension towards Vietnam. The ASEAN states 
view Vietnam as an aggressor who will probably not stop 
at Kampuchea. Automatically, the ASEAN states have 
shared the same view with China in order to force 
Vietnam out of Kampuchea. Not only its neighboring 
countries, but also the international community has 
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objected to the Vietnamese occupation of Kampuchea. 
All parties concerned have spent the tireless efforts to 
push Vietnam out of Kampuchea. Now, only Soviet 
support provides Vietnam the time to prolong its stay in 
Kampuchea. When the time passes, it is clear that 
Vietnam is only an appendix in the Soviet foreign policy. 
It is the Soviet Union which has influence over Vietnam. 
Vietnam could not be an equal partner of the Soviet 
Union. 


The Soviet appeasement toward China is an obvious 
evidence. Although the Soviet Union realizes that Viet- 
nam has a strong conflict with China, the Soviet Union 
asked for the normalization of relations with China. The 
Sino-Soviet rapprochement has a strong impact on the 
Soviet-Vietnamese relations. The Vietnamese have 
begun to worry about the reduction of the Soviet aid 
because of the Chinese demands since the year 1982. The 
Chinese have asked the Soviets to remove the so-called 
three obstacles in their relations before the normaliza- 
tion of relations takes place. At present, the Soviet 
appealed to the Chinese by lifting the first two obstacles, 
that is, the reduction of the Soviet forces along the 
Sino-Soviet border and the Soviet troop withdrawal 
from Afghanistan. The Soviets have also agreed with the 
Chinese to discuss the last obstacle, that is, the Kampu- 
chean problem officially since the year 1986. Now they 
move towards the summit between the two heads of state 
in mid-May 1989. 


Actually, the Vietnamese have prepared themselves for 
positive developments towards the Kampuchean prob- 
lem by announcing their partial troop withdrawal from 
Kampuchea since the year 1982 in order to improve 
their image in the international community. The Viet- 
namese have also attempted to divert or confuse the 
international attention, but Vietnam’s diplomatic tactics 
were not worthwhile. The international community still 
believes that Vietnam's partial troop pullout was just 
troop rotation and that the Vietnamese total troop 
withdrawal from Kampuchea under international super- 
vision is the first step to solve the Kampuchean problem. 


{Words indistinct] make up their minds on the Kampu- 
chean problem, no one can predict the results of the 
summit between the Chinese and the Soviet leaders, but 
it is expected to be a positive one. This is probably the 
main reason why the three Indochinese states issued the 
joint declaration on the Kampuchean problem on 5 
April 1989 in which gists are as follows. [passage omit- 
ted] 


We and all peace-loving countries welcome the joint 
declaration of the three Indochinese states on 5 April 
1989 as a positive move of the three Indochinese states, 
especially Vietnam, to solve the !0-year old Kampu- 
chean problem. This is the first time when Vietnam 
officially confirmed the deadline of its troop withdrawal 
from Kampuchea with a reasonable condition. It should 
be noted that the Vietnamese pullout from Kampuchea 
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is an essential element, not only for the restoration of 
peace and stability in Southeast Asia, but also for the 
improvement of the relations between Vietnam and its 
neighbors. 


Both China and the ASEAN states confirmed that the 
Vietnamese troop withdrawal from Kampuchea will lead 
to peace and stability in Southeast Asia. China pointed 
out that it will normalize relations with Vietnam when 
the latter pulls its forces from Kampuchea. A fast-rising 
economic group in the third world has campaigned for 
Vietnam’s withdrawal from Kampuchea since Vietnam's 
invasion of Kampuchea in early 1979. China has put 
military and diplomatic pressure on Vietnam, while the 
ASEAN states have posed economic sanctions against 
Vietnam. One objective of the Chinese and the ASEAN 
foreign policy is peaceful coexistence, the concept of five 
principles—the respect of the integrity of territory and 
noninterference in the internal affairs, the noninvasion, 
the respect of mutual benefits and peaceful coexistence. 
They also believe that if all nations live together peace- 
fully, they will have time and resources to develop their 
countries. 


In this connection, China and the ASEAN nations are 
willing to welcome the three Indochinese states to join 
the club if the Vietnamese pull out their troops from 
Kampuchea and change their policy from confrontation 
to peaceful coexistence. At present, Vietnam is one of the 
ten poorest nations in the world who earns only U.S. One 
hundred and sixty dollars [as heard] per year. The 
Vietnamese people have suffered for a long time from 
war. Although the Vietnamese leaders have attempted to 
reconstruct the country, Vietnam’s occupation of Kam- 
puchea retarded the modernization program that it is 
believed that Vietnam’s positive response to Chinese 
and ASEAN’s demand will pave the way for peace and 
(?cooperation) and promote regional cooperation. 


Finally, we fully hope that Vietnam will match its words 
with deeds. The Vietnamese troops withdrawal from 
Kampuchea must be a genuine one. We will not talk 
about the exact number of the Vietnamese troops in 
Kampuchea, but we hold that the Vietnamese troops in 
any form must be pulled out from K a mpuchea and will 
not return to that country under i: y pie" xt. Moreover, 
the Vietnamese should terminate thei etnamization 
of Kampuchea and bring back nearly : , ¢ million Vict- 
namese settlers from that country. After the complete 
withdrawal of the Vietnamese troops is verified, we and 
peace-loving countries will not spare any efforts to 
establish an independent, neutral, and nonaligned Kam- 
puchea, and to promote peaceful coexistence in this 
region. 


‘Serious Doubts’ Over SRV Proposals Noted 
BK2104033989 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
21 Apr 89 p 4 


[Excerpt] ASEAN permanent representatives at the 
United Nations in New York are facing “headaches” 
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over how to draft this year’s ASEAN resolution on 
Kampuchea, Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila said last 


night. 


The minister said the permanent representatives are 
confused and concerned because of Vietnam’s declara- 
tion that it will withdraw all its troops from Kampuchea 
by September this year. 


The announced withdrawal will occur close to the time 
when the representatives usually start their lobbying for 
support with UN member nations for the ASEAN reso- 
lution. 


ACM [Air Chief Marshal] Sitthi said it is likely that a 
number of drafts will be drawn up to suit the conditions 
in September. 


The Foreign Minister told reporters during a dinner held 
for journalists that he did not think that the Kampu- 
chean conflict would be resolved this year. 


He said ASEAN member states have serious doubts over 
Vietnam’s proposal that an International Control and 
Supervision Commission be set up to oversee the with- 
drawal, disarming of the Kampuchean factions and 
holding of elections. 


Vietnam has proposed that Canada, India and Poland as 
well as Indonesian Foreign Minister Ali Alatas and a 
special representative of United Nations Secretary Gen- 
eral Javier Perez de Cuellar be members of the commis- 
sion. 


He said it is difficult to verify a Vietnamese withdrawal 
since there are Vietnamese troops in regular uniforms 
and those in Heng Samrin uniforms. 


Thailand and China, he said, believe that the United 
Nations must play a key role in the verification of a 
Vietnamese withdrawal. [passage omitted] 


Results of Meeting With PRC Ambassador Noted 
BK2004024189 Bangkok ZHONG HUA RIBAO 
in Chinese 19 Apr 89 p 4 


[Excerpt] Both Thailand and China unanimously agree 
that a UN-sponsored international supervision commis- 
sion should be sent to Cambodia to supervise the Viet- 
namese troop withdrawal and maintain peace. China is 
still skeptical about whether Vietnam will really with- 
draw its troops from Cambodia and how to verify the 
troop withdrawal. In addition, Thailand will also seek 
Singapore’s opinion concerning the setting up of an 
international supervision commission. 


Before leading a delegation on a 2-day visit to Singapore, 
at Don Muang Airport at 1500 on 18 April Foreign 
Minister Air Chief Marshal Sitthi Sawetsila further told 
reporters about the results of his talks with new Chinese 
Ambassador to Thailand Li Shichun at the Foreign 
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Ministry on 17 April. He said that during his talks with 
Ambassador Li Shichun, he asked the envoy about 
China’s views on Vietnam's 5 April announcement on its 
troop pullout from Cambodia and when China and 
Vietnam would hold further talks. Li Shichun, who was 
ambassador to Hanoi for quite some time, said that 
Vietnam announced the troop withdrawal because of 
pressure from internal problems. In particular, Vietnam 
is facing increasingly worsening economic problems 
because of the prolonged state of war and lack of national 
construction. 


The two sides held that it is necessary to establish an 
international commission to supervise the Vietnamese 
troop withdrawal and maintain peace, and that it would 
be most appropriate for the United Nations to sponsor 
such a commission. 


Concerning when China and Vietnam will hold further 
talks, Ambassador Li said that he did not know because 
the Chinese Government had not yet fixed the date for a 
visit by the Vietnamese deputy foreign minister. [passage 
omitted] 


Praphat Interviewed About Visit to Burma 
BK2104014189 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
21 Apr 89 p 6 


[Interview with Deputy Foreign Minister Praphat Lim- 
paphan by BANGKOK POST reporters on Praphat’s 
11-13 April official visit to Burma; date not specified] 


[Text] [BANGKOK POST] —Did your visit signify Thai 
recognition of the Saw Maung government? 


[Praphat] Thailand has had diplomatic relations with 
Burma since Burma regained independence in 1948. 
Relations have never been broken off. We have dealt 
with all Burmese governments that have been able to 
exercise authority over the country. And we have kept up 
our contacts with the present government in Rangoon. 


We realise that many countries, mostly those situated far 
away, have tried to distance themselves from the present 
Burmese government. But none of them have severed 
diplomatic relations with Burma or withdrawn recogni- 
tion from the government. Indeed, many are now renew- 
ing their contacts. 


It is imperative for Thailand, which shares a 2,000- 
kilometre border with Burma, to be able to maintain a 
dialogue with the government authorities in Rangoon. 
We have many border issues to resolve, many problems 
to contain. 


Unlike some countries, we are not compelled by consti- 
tutional provisions to announce recognition of every 
new government that comes to power in a country with 
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whom we continue to have diplomatic relations. Main- 
tenance of diplomatic relations with a country is suffi- 
cient to imply recognition of its government and to allow 
normal contacts to proceed. 


[BANGKOK POST] —But you put off a planned visit to 
Burma last year, why’? 


{Praphat] I had wanted to move in quickly to gauge the 
real intentions of the new Burmese government, espe- 
cially its open-door policies toward the outside world. 
But certain groups felt that we would be identifying 
ourselves too closely with a regime that had just assumed 
power in the midst of continuing unrest in the country. It 
was a valid point. So I agreed to postpone the visit until 
we could better assess the trends. 


Over the past several months, we have kept a close watch 
on developments in Burma. We took special note of the 
declared intentions of the Burmese government to con- 
duct popular elections as called for by the people. We 
noted a return to relative calm in Rangoon. We also 
noted that the international community was adopting a 
wait-and-see attitude and increasingly willing to give 
Burma the benefit of the doubt. The UN Human Rights 
Commission in Geneva, for example, refused to con- 
demn Burma as the United States had wanted it to. 
Instead, the Commission urged Burma to fulfill its 
promise of democracy and reform. 


Foreign Minister Sitthi and I therefore recommended to 
the Cabinet that it was time for Thailand to engage 
Burma in a substantive dialogue and lay out the broad 
principles and guidelines for future cooperation; other- 
wise, continued uncertainty could create strain and con- 
fusion between the two countries. 


[BANGKOK POST] —What was achieved during your 
visit? 


[Praphat] | asked the Burmese leaders about the future 
political direction of Burma. | received public and clear 
confirmation that general elections would be held within 
the announced timeframe, namely by May 1990. The 
chairman of the Election Commission said all would be 
done to ensure that the elections would be as free and fair 
as humanly possible. We now have a clearer yardstick by 
which to measure political developments in Burma. 


The Burmese authorities also undertook to work closely 
with us to prevent border incidents. In the past, some of 
those incidents had resulted in the loss of Thai lives. We 
also agreed to work together to prevent narcotics traf- 
ficking across the border. 


My delegation also laid down the framework for coop- 
eration in many economic areas so as to ensure orderly 
trade contacts that would yield benefits for both sides. 


[BANGKOK POST] —Couldn’t we have waited to deal 
with an elected government? 
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[Praphat] Many of the border problems cannot be left 
unattended. We had an opportunity to create an under- 
standing with Burmese authorities that may help prevent 
unnecessary loss of innocent Thai lives in the border 
areas as a result of fighting between Burmese govern- 
ment forces and minority insurgents. We could not pass 
up that opportunity. It would have all been worthwhile if 
as a result of the visit, we can help prevent in future the 
loss of life of even one Thai villager or the destruction of 
a single Thai home or village along the border. 


Many of the present leaders would continue to have a 
role to play in border security issues even after the 
elections. So it is useful to achieve some sort of under- 
standing and trust with them as early as possible. 


Our contacts with the present government, which con- 
siders itself to be transitional, does not mean that we 
would not seek to maintain contacts with an elected 
government that may come into power and be fully 
supportive of it. 


In a wider perspective, | share the view expressed by an 
English academic in the INTERNATIONAL HERALD 
TRIBUNE newspaper recently. Professor Robert H. 
Taylor wrote that “the longer the present Burmese 
leaders remain isolated from the assistance and good will 
of the international community, the more they will 
conclude, as did their predecessors, that Burma should 
go it alone. The longer Burma is isolated, the less likely it 
is that significant reforms will take place.” 


[BANGKOK POST] —Is that why Thailand offered 
Burma assistance to hold the elections? 


[Praphat] I made clear to the Burmese leaders that we do 
not seek to interfere in their internal affairs. But as an 
elected Government, we would of course naturally wel- 
come democracy and elections in a neighbouring coun- 
try, and I told them the Thai people are also keenly 
interested in seeing such a development. | therefore 
offered that if the Burmese side wanted us to share with 
them our experiences, in such things as the printing of 
ballot papers or electoral rolls, we would be happy to do 
so. Naturally, I mentioned to them that we ourselves are 
not experts. 


I believe display of outside interest, with no ulterior 
motives, would be a positive factor. We seek to encour- 
age reform, but we shall not interfere in something that 
ultimately must be worked out by the Burmese people 
themselves. 


[BANGKOK POST] —How can we be sure the elections 
will be free and fair? 


[Praphat] The elections will have to be conducted by the 
Burmese people themselves. All we can do is to hope that 
conditions will be conducive to as free and fair an 
election as possible. Again, it’s something we can only 
seek to encourage, and in an appropriate manner. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


{BANGKOK POST] —Would Thailand’s image in the 
eyes of friendly countries be affected by our dealings with 
a regime that suppressed the people and came to power by 
force? 


{[Praphat] We have to be consistent; we cannot be hypo- 
critical. There are many governments that we deal with 
which did not come to power through elections; there are 
many governments that we deal with which had used 
force to suppress popular demonstrations. We have to 
take many factors into account. Certainly, the loss of 
lives in the unrest that occurred in Burma was indeed sad 
and regrettable. 


But subsequent events indicate that the authorities are 
yielding to popular will. This is a trend we welcome. It is 
a trend we think can best be encouraged by responding to 
Burma’s desire to have contacts with the outside world. 
Burma and her people had been shut off from the world 
community for a long time. This had created hardship 
for the Burmese people. Now that their leaders want to 
have mutually beneficial and constructive contacts with 
the outside world, Thailand for one does not feel we 
should turn our backs at this critical juncture and in the 
process condemn the Burmese people to further isolation 
and possibly deprivation. 


[BANGKOK POST] —The United States has cut off 
Burma’s GSP [Generalized System of Preferences] privi- 
leges because of failure to protect workers’ rights. What 
are you views? 


[Praphat] That is a decision of the United States and you 
will have to ask the US Government about their reason- 
ings. In any case, I don’t think Burma exports much to 
the United States under the GSP. In general, I think 
indiscriminate trade sanctions by outsiders at this time 
will only be detrimental to the Burmese people them- 
selves. 


[BANGKOK POST] —What was your reaction to the 


protest made by Thai students regarding your Rangoon 
visit? 


{[Praphat] They came to lodge a protest note in front of 
the Ministry and I invited them in for a chat. I under- 
stand their feelings, In many ways I admire their convic- 
tions. After all, | myself had been one of seven students 
who set up the Students Federation of Thailand. Way 
back in 1957, I stood facing our own soldiers in the 
middle of Makhawan Bridge to protest the rigged elec- 
tions. 


I told the students the Ministry is willing to hear their 
views. i assured them we take all viewpoints carefully 
into account, and the policies that we pursue are those 
we believe to be in the best overall interests of the Thai 
nation and people. But we are always ready to restruc- 
ture our policies if circumstances change. 
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[BANGKOK POST] —You offered to take the students 
with you on your next visit to Burma? 


[Praphat] Yes, at an appropriate time, and if agreeable to 
the Burmese side. 


[BANGKOK POST] —What is Thai policy towards 
Burmese students who seek shelter in Thailand? 


[Praphat] They will be treated in a humanitarian man- 
ner. But they will not be allowed to engage in political 
activities while on Thai soil. 


{BANGKOK POST] —In the economic field, could Thai- 
land be accused of exploiting Burma for our own economic 
advantage? 


{[Praphat] The Burmese side is fully capable of protecting 
their interests. Their officials are very competent. In 
some areas, such as forest conservation and renewal, 
they are even more advanced than us. On our part, the 
Government has stressed to our businessmen many 
times that trade must be conducted on the basis of 
equitable and mutual benefits. Otherwise, it would yield 
only short-term gains at the expense of longer-term 
prosperity for both countries. 


We certainly do not want to be regarded as Ugly Thais or 
as economic animals. But we do believe we can make a 
contribution to economic growth and prosperity in 
Burma. It is not a one-way street, and we have offered 
Burma assistance in many areas, especially in rural 
development. 


[BANGKOK POST] —Would the ordinary Burmese peo- 
ple benefit? 


{Praphat] We certainly hope so, and there are indications 
that the Burmese Government is now committed to 
economic development—new roads are being built, cit- 
ies are being cleaned up, special food shops with lower 
prices are being opened, and the private sector is being 
allowed for the first time to participate in various 
economic projects. 


Thailand would like to see a prosperous and stable 
Burma. Our two peoples share common cultural heri- 
tage, a similar outlook on life. We want to strengthen our 
bonds of friendship with the Burmese people. It is our 
sincere belief that by acting in an appropriate and 
considered manner we could have a positive, construc- 
tive influence on the direction of change in Burma. 


Royal Decree Announces 1989 Assembly Session 
BK2104111989 Bangkok Army Television Channel 5 
in Thai 1300 GMT 18 Apr 89 


[Text] Royal Signature: Phumiphon Adunyadet, Rex, 
given on 8 April 1989, the 44th year of the present reign 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


His Majesty King Phumiphon Adunyadet has ordered 
that it be announced that the House of Representatives 
has set the date for the annual general session of the 
Assembly on | May in pursuance of Article 115 of the 
Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand. 


His Majesty the King, empowered by Articles 117, 120, 
and 159 of the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand, 
hereby graciously orders that a Royal Decree be issued 
convening the 1989 annual general session of the Assem- 
bly on | May 1989. 


Countersigned: General Chatchai Chunhawan, prime 
minister 


Vietnam 


Spokesman on PRC Statement on Cambodian Issue 
OW2004 145589 Hanoi International Service 
in Mandarin 1130 GMT 20 Apr 89 


[Text] A Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman on | 3 April 
said that the six concrete measures advanced by Vietnam- 
ese Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach on preventing the 
return to power of the Pol Pot clique run counter to the 
spirit of national reconciliation announced by Vietnam. 
He said: If Vietnam really wants to check the return to 
power of the Pol Pot clique, it should agree to the estab- 
lishment of the quadripartite coalition government headed 
by Sihanouk and agree to the reduction of the armed forces 
of all four parties to the lowest level, and allow the 
international peacekeeping force to Cambodia for effective 
international supervision. 


Commenting on this, the spokesman of the Vietnamese 
Foreign Ministry pointed out that the Chinese charges 
are a negative reaction. He said, while public opinion is 
welcoming the Vietnamese troop withdrawal and 
demanding the prevention of the reestablishment of the 
Pol Pot genocidal regime in Cambodia, the declaration 
on the total withdrawal of Vietnamese troops from 
Cambodia by the end of this September has highlighted 
the key problems at present: The elimination of the Pol 
Pot genocidal regime—the main obstacle to the process 
of national reconciliation in Cambodia. 


Up to now it is general knowledge that the meeting of the 
four Cambodian parties had produced no results because 
of the Pol Pot clique. The 5 April declaration confused 
China because it is not sure whether it should give up the 
Pol Pot regime or continue to use the clique who is 
condemned by the whole world. 


Dealing with the MIA issue, the spokesman for the 
Vietnamese Foreign Ministry said that the fifth Viet- 
nam-U.S. joint search for people missing in action is 
being carried out from 12 to 30 April 1989. This is the 
longest joint search. On the U.S. side, there are 10 
experts divided into 3 teams. One team, composing of 
four experts, stays in Hanoi for identification. The other 
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six divided into two teams are for carrying out the search 
from the 17th Parallel southward. It is planned that on 
27 April Vietnam will hand over the remains of 21 
Americans to the U.S. side. 


Nguyen Van Linh Makes Stopover in Moscow 
BK2104101789 Hanoi International Service in English 
1000 GMT 21 Apr 89 


{Text} On his way to Cuba for an official visit, Vietnam- 
cs party leader Nguyen Van Linh stopped over in 
Moscow. 


Mr Linh and his party were received at the airport on 
Thursday (20 April] afternoon by Mr Chebrikov, member 
of the Political Bureau of the Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union Central Committee, and other Soviet party 
officials. The Lao ambassador and Kampuchean charge 
d'affaires ad interim in Moscow were also on hand. 


Editorial Notes Nguyen Van Linh’s Cuba Visit 
BK2104072489 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
2300 GMT 20 Apr 89 


[NHAN DAN 21 April editorial: “Momentous Event in 
the Relations of Friendship and Overall Cooperation 
Between Vietnam and Cuba”) 


[Text] Comrade General Secretary Nguyen Van Linh’s 
current official friendshsip visit to Cuba is an important 
event in the history of relations between the two frater- 
nal nations of Vietnam and Cuba. 


Following the September 1973 official friendship visit to 
Vietnam of Comrade Fidel Castro Ruz, first secretary of 
the Cuban Communist Party Central Committee, this is 
another occasison for the leading comrades of the two 
parties to meet to exchange views on matters concerning 
relations between the two countrics and other interna- 
tional matters of mutual concern. 


On this occasion, through Comrade General Secretary 
Nguyen Van Linh, our people respectfully extend their 
best and most cordial wishes to the leading comrades of 
the party and state and the heroic people of Cuba. 


Although Vietnam and Cuba are half the globe apart, 
they are very close in terms of sentiments. They share 
many familiar features in their histories of struggle for 
independence, freedom, and national construction. Late 
in the last century, while seeking a way to save his 
country, Jose Marti had the opportunity to seek to 
understand our people’s traditional patriotic struggle. He 
was the first Cuban to build the bridge of friendship 
between the two nations. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


The past 3 centuries, since the success of the Cuban 
Revolution, saw a new era of qualitative development of 
the relations of friendship, militant solidarity, and over- 
all cooperation between the two parties, two govern- 
ments, and two peoples on the basis of Marxism-Le- 
ninism and international socialism. 


Facts show that in time of difficulties as well as in time 
of victory, the relationship between the two peoples has 
always been the very pure and faithful relationship 
between comrades who share the same red revolutionary 
blood in their veins and the same combat trench. In the 
heart of each Vietnamese, there is an eternal echo of the 
eloquent statement of Fidel: “For Vietnam, Cuba is 
ready to sacrifice its own blood.” This was followed by 
an all-Cuban people’s massive movement for support of 
Vietnam during the years of resistance against U.S. 


aggression. 


When our fatherland was totally liberated and unified on 
the way to socialism, the Cuban comrades and brothers 
again expressed their readiness to shed their sweat to help 
our people rebuild their country 10 times more beautiful as 
expected by venerated President Ho Chi Minh. 


The Vietnamese people always look to Cuba and Fidel 
with their most profound sentiments and admiration. We 
are well aware of the Cuban revolution’s important posi- 
tion and role in Latin America as well as in the world. 


Cuba has always been a bright example of undaunted 
struggle for independence, freedom, peace, and social- 
ism. Over the past 30 years, although being encircled by 
imperialism, this first freedom island of America has 
continued to make steady heroic advance and has 
regained ever-greater and comprehensive successes. 


The socialist construction undertaking in Cuba has 
scored outstanding achievements, effecting a complete 
change in the appearance of the country and creating a 
strong impact on the advance of various nations toward 
various objectives of our time. As Fidel said: This 
country has been organized, prepared and closely united 
to the point where a U.S. aggression against Cuba would 
cost the United States dearly, thus preventing the Amer- 
ican people from allowing this to happen. 


Today Cuba has, in practice, become an impregnable 
bastion of socialism in the western hemisphere. In recent 
years the relations of friendship, solidarity, and cooper- 
ation between Cuba and other countries in the region 
have been constantly strengthened. Not only has this 
reflected the nature and tradition of Latin America but it 
has also bespoken the appeal of the Cuban Revolution 
toward the forces of peace, patriotism, and progress. 


Experiences of the Cuban Revolution and its contributions 
to national liberation causes are of great significance. 


FBIS-EAS-89-076 
21 April 1989 


The more the Cuban people are attached to their coun- 
try’s glorious revolutionary cause, the higher they uphold 
the spirit of proletarian internationalism, and the more 
they combine patriotism with internationalism and are 
ready to cross oceans to the help of their friends. Cuba’s 
resolute voice and principled stance against imperialism, 
colonialism, and racism, and for independence, peace, 
and socialism in the international area, the Nonaligned 
Movement, and the Third World countries, have always 
won warm sympathy and support. Our people are con- 
vinced this visit to Cuba of Comrade General Secretary 
Nguyen Van Linh will contribute to further enhancing 
the mutual understanding and trust and further promot- 
ing the relations of friendship, militant solidarity, and 
overall cooperation between Vietnam and Cuba. 


We sincerely thank the Cuban Communist Party, gov- 
ernment, and fraternal people for the fine sentiments 
and the valuable support and assistance they have 
reserved for the Vietnamese revolutionary undertaking 
in the past as well as at present. 


As Cuban comrades often say: With their solidarity, 
Vietnam and Cuba will surely win. 


Editor Attends Socialist Papers Conference 
BK2004094 189 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
2300 GMT 18 Apr 89 


[Text] The annual conference of editors in chief of 
socialist countries’ central newspapers was held on 12 
and |3 April at the conference palace in the capital of 
Havana. 


Attending the conference were editors in chief or deputy 
editors in chief of various newspapers—such as 
PRAVDA of the Soviet Union, RABOTNICHESKO 
DELO of Bulgaria, NEUES DEUTSCHLAND of the 
GDR, UNEN of Mongolia, NODONG SINMUN of the 
DPRK, TRYBUNA LUDU of Poland, NEPSZABAD- 
SAG of Hungary, SCINTEIA of Romania, GRANMA of 
Cuba, PASASON of Laos, and RUDE PRAVO of Czech- 
oslovakia—and Comrade Ha Dang, member of the CPV 
Central Committee and editor in chief of NHAN DAN. 


In their speeches, the participants pointed out the expe- 
riences, achievements, and difficulties in building social- 
ism and, escpecially, the role of party newspapers in the 
process of building socialism under the specific condi- 
tions in their countries. 


The conference unanimously agreed to convene the next 
conference in the last half of 1990 in Prague, Czechoslo- 
vakia. 


Nguyen Van Tu Elected WFTU Bureau Member 
BK 1904153689 Hanoi VNA in English 1446 GMT 
19 Apr 89 


[Text] Hanoi VNA April 19—Nguyen Van Tu, president 
of the Confederation of Vietnamese Workers, was 
elected a member of the World Federation of Trade 
Unions (WFTU) Bureau at its 41st conference in 
Havana, Cuba, on Apr. | 1-12. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


While in Cuba, the Vietnamese delegation to the confer- 
ence was received by Pedro Ross, member of the Com- 
munist Party of Cuba Secretariat and president of the 
organizing committee of the 16th Congress of the Centre 
for Cuban Workers. 


Information Delegation Completes Visit to Laos 
BK 1904155489 Hanoi VNA in English 1454 GMT 
19 Apr 89 


[Text] Hanoi VNA April 19—A delegation of the Viet- 
namese Ministry of Information led by its Minister Tran 
Hoan, member of the Communist Party of Vietnam 
Central Committee [C.C.], left Vientiane yesterday con- 
cluding a week-long visit to Laos. 


While there, the delegation held talks and had working 
sessions with a delegation of the Lao Ministry of Infor- 
mation and Propaganda headed by its Minister Somlat 
Chanthamat, secretary of the Lao People’s Revolution- 
ary Party [LPRP] Central Committee. 


It was received by Nouhak Phoumsavan, Politburo 
member of the LPRP C.C and first vice chairman of the 
Council of Ministers, and Sisavat Keobounphan, Polit- 
buro member, secretary of the party committee and 
chairman of the Administrative Committee of Vien- 
tiane. 


Nouhak Phounsavan hailed the visit as a contribution to 
the strengthening of the cooperation and mutual assis- 
tance between the two ministries. He highly appreciated 
the results of the talks between the two delegations. 


Vo Nguyen Giap Meets India’s Gandhi in Delhi 
BK2004155889 Hanoi VNA in English 1507 GMT 
20 Apr 89 


[Text] Hanoi VNA April 20—Indian Prime Mimister 
Rajiv Gandhi received in New Delhi on Apr. | 7 General 
Vo Nguyen Giap, vice-chairman of the Council of Min- 
isters of Vietnam, who is on a friendship visit to India. 


Gen. Vo Nguyen Giap conveyed to the prime minister 
high regards from Vietnamese party General Secretary 
Nguyen Van Linh, advisor to the party Central Commit- 
tee Pham Van Dong, Chairman of the Council of Min- 
isters Do Muoi and other Vietnamese leaders. He also 
expressed the Vietnamese Government and people's 
sincere thanks to India for its support and valuable 
assistance in the past as well as at present. 


Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi welcomed the India visit 
by Gen. Vo Nguyen Giap, considering it a good chance 
to enhance the friendship and effective cooperation 
between Vietnam and India. 


Gen. Vo Nguyen Giap informed him of Vietnam's 
present socio-economic situation and the deployment of 
programmes of cooperation between the two countries. 
He expressed his satisfaction at the results of his working 
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sessions in New Delhi with various organs in charge of 
working out India’s strategy for socio-economic develop- 
ment and with Indian scientists and key industrialists. 


He expressed his joy at the marked achievements 
recorded by the Indian Government and people in all 
fields, particularly in the preservation of their national 
character on the path towards a modern society and the 
promotion of their spirit of self-reliance and creativeness 
in applying economic and technical progress of foreign 
countries. 


The Indian prime minister affirmed his country’s readi- 
ness to share and exchange experiences in all aspects 
with Vietnam, including the fields of management and 
personnel training, with a view to broadening the bilat- 
eral cooperation for the common interests. 


On the latest developments on the Indochinese Penin- 
sula, Rajiv Gandhi acclaimed the joint decleration of 
Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea on the total pullout of 
Vietnamese Army volunteers from Kampuchea by this 
September, describing it as an act of goodwill which will 
contribute to bringing about a political solution to the 
Kampuchea issue. 


The Indian Government, he said, believed in the pros- 
pect of stability and peace in Indochina and Southeast 
Asia and is prepared to contribute to that prospect. 


Gen. Vo Nguyen Giap presented Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi with a bronze statue of President Ho Chi Minh 
made by an Hanoi artisan. The Indian leader recalled the 
great contribution of the late Vietnamese president who, 
together with the late Indian Prime Minister Jawaharlal 
Nehru, laid a firm foundation for the Vietnam-Indian 
friendship. 


After recalling deep impressions he got during his past 
Vietnam visit and in his meeting with General Secretary 
Nguyen Van Linh, Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi asked 
the Vietnamese general to convey the sincere and 
friendly feelings of the Indian people and himself to the 
Vietnamese leaders and people. 


Gen. Vo Nguyei Giap thanked Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandai for his nospitality and favourable conditions 
created for his fruitful visit. 


Bilateral Cooperation Memas Signed With Libya 
BK 1904162889 Hanoi VNA in English 1457 GMT 
19 Apr 89 


[Text] Hanoi VNA April 19—Memos of further cooper- 
ation between Vietnam and Libya in trade, labour, 
tertiary education and scientific research, investment, 
agriculture, transport and communications, healthcare, 
information and culture, etc were signed in Tripoli 
during the third session of the Vietnam-Libya commis- 
sion for economic, scientific and technical cooperation 
from Apri! 1-9. 
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Signatories were Phan Ngoc Tuong, minister of con- 
struction and head of the Vietnamese section of the said 
commission, and Mustafa Mohamed Zayidik, secretary 
of the General People’s Committee for Public Health 
and head of the Libyan delegation. 


During the session, the two sides exchanged views on 
bilateral cooperation and other issues of common con- 
cern. They noted with satisfaction that the present situ- 
ation favours the further enhancement and expansion of 
the effective cooperation between Vietnam and Libya 
and affirmed their determination to develop their coop- 
eration in various domains. 


CEMA Offficials Meeting Opens in Hanoi 


Vo Van Kiet Greets Conference 
BK 1904161089 Hanoi VNA in English 1501 GMT 
19 Apr 89 


[Text] Hanoi VNA April 19—A conference of chairmen 
of unions and central councils of cooperatives of mem- 
ber countries of the Council for Mutual Economic Assis- 
tance opened here this morning. 


The conference, held for the first time in Vietnam, is 
attended by delegations from Bulgaria, Hungary, Viet- 
nam, the German Democratic Republic, Romania, the 
Soviet Union, Czechoslovakia and Poland. The Lao and 
Kampuchean delegations were also present as observers. 


On behalf of the Central Committee of the Communist 
Party of Vietnam and the Council of Ministers, Vo Van 
Kiet, Politburo member of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of Vietnam and vice chairman of the 
Council of Ministers, warmly welcomed the delegates 
and expressed his hope that through this conference the 
cooperation between cooparatives of fraternal countries 
would be further strengthened, thus contributing to 
developing the solidarity, friendship and cooperation 
among peoples. 


Do Muoi Receives Delegates 
BK2104085289 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
2300 GMT 20 Apr 89 


[Text] On the afternoon of 20 April, at the Presidential 
Palace in Hanoi, Council of Minister Chairman Do 
Muoi received the comrade chief delegates to the con- 
ference of the chairmen of unions and central counci! of 
marketing cooperatives of the CEMA member countries. 


Chairman Do Muoi praised the fine outcome of the 
conference and expressed the hope that through this 
conference, the activities of marketing cooperatives in 
the fraternal countries will help further promote solidar- 
ity, friendship, and cooperation among the peoples of the 
CEMA member countries. 
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Insurance Services for Foreigners Provided 
BK2i04065489 Hanoi VNA in English OSSS GMT 
21 Apr 89 


[Text] Hanoi (OANA-ECO) VNA April 21—The Viet- 
nam Insurance Company (Bao Viet) has been insuring 
foreign properties and foreign-invested enterprises 
against losses caused by natural calamities and accidents. 


Since early this month it has extended its activity to 
cover also life-insurance and luggage-insurance for for- 
eigners on tourist tours of Vietnam. 


The insured may also include foreigners who come to 
Vietnam for conferences, working missions, market sur- 
veys, study... and also staff members of the diplomatic 


corps. 


Bao Viet, which has established a nationwide network 
has been also working as agent for Europe assistance in 
Vietnam. 


Continuation of Reform Process Urged 
BK2104071489 Hanoi International Service 
in English 1000 GMT 20 Apr 89 


[Text] The national newspaper NHAN DAN on Thurs- 
day [20 April] ran an article calling on the entire people 
to continue the process of reforms. The article said: 


Since the sixth national congress, under the leadership of 
the Communist Party of Vietnam, reforms have been 
underway in Vietnam. By now we have gone half way of 
the period between the two congresses of the party. It is 
time for us to review and appreciate what we have done 
and determine orientations and tasks for the next period. 


The recent sixth plenum of the party Central Committee 
affirmed that the reforms within the past 2 years have 
recorded important initial results. There appeared posi- 
tive changes in the country’s situation, especially in the 
last 6 months of 1988. As a result, the labor force was to 
some extent released. The commodity economy's pros- 

ts and the food and foodstuffs supply in the market 

ame less tense, and there were more goods in the 
market. People became more active to contribute to the 
de veiopment of the national economy. The inflation rate 
and soaring prices were reduced. Possibilities for coop- 
eration with foreign countries appeared, and people's 
confidence was restored. 


At present it is visible that the policy to develop a 
multisector economy has encouraged people to invest 
money and talent in developing the economy. Individu- 
als and families in various localities invested tens of 
thousands of ounces of gold in industrial production. 
Also, in the past 2 years, with the readjustment of the 
national defense strategy, the number of (?our regular) 
armed forces reduced considerably. This also helped 
reduce the military expenditures while ensuring the 
defense capacity of the country. 
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The good-willed diplomatic initiative of Vietnam, espe- 
cially the announced withdrawal of its volunteer forces 
from Kampuchea, has helped promote a solution to the 
Kampuchea issue and at the same time, helped restore 
and develop the normal relationship of cooperation 
between Vietnam and nations of the region and the rest 
of the world. 


It is obvious that the current reforms in Vietnam have 
brought about positive initial changes in the socioeco- 
nomic life of the people. The outstanding difficulty that 
faces Vietnam at present is inflation, overspending, and 
fluctuation of prices. This has greatly influenced the 
economic activities and prevented business activities 
from gaining real efficiency. We are facing new possibil- 
ities. The newly recorded achievements and experiences 
enable us to advance forward to further promote the 
process of reforms and gradually stabilize the socioeco- 
nomic situation. On the other hand, the development in 
the international relations has created possibilities for 
Vietnam to concentrate on peaceful national construc- 
tion while broadening the external economic relations 
and making contributions to the international division 
of labor and cooperation while trying to gain more 
investments and high technology from foreign countries 
on the largest scale. 


It is no less difficult for us to safeguard national security, 
and preserve and develop the fine traditions of the 
nation in peacetime. The Vietnamese people should be 
fully aware of the new trials and overcome them. To this 
end, there is no other way for us to raise efficiency of 
what has been achieved and overcome all shortcomings 
to bring reforms to final result. [sentence as heard] 


Industrial Output Slows in Ist Quarter 
BK2104072589 Hong Kong AFP in English 0613 GMT 
21 Apr 8&9 


[Text] Hanoi, April 21 (AFP)}—Vietnam’s industrial 
output slowed from 7.4 percent a year earlier to an 
annual 5.8 percent in the three months to March as 
management changes and price reforms took effect, the 
official NHAN DAN reported Friday [21 April]. 


The newspaper said the slowdown came “despite favour- 
able conditions such as improved supplies of raw mate- 
rials, fuel and electricity.” It said the reduced industrial 
growth reflected “changes to the management system 
requiring the reorganisation of production and the fixing 
of new industrial prices.” 


Vietnamese economic reforms adopted two ycars ago 
have imposed management changes on state-owned 
firms aimed at ensuring profits, notably by taking real 
production costs into account in the pricing of goods. 


Some 36 percent of 134 firms studied during the period 
were profitable while 64 percent failed to post profits or 
suffered losses, NHAN DAN said. 
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The Vietnamese Communist Party newspaper said price 
reforms had led to a major slump in several sectors of the 
economy “due to the presence of cheaper and better- 
quality foreign goods.”” Some 75,000 tonnes of fertiliser 
has still not been bought despite a chronic shortfall in the 
agricultural sector, it noted. 


“Hanoi is choked with unsold goods worth around 20 
billion dong (4.4 million dollars) including 27,000 bicy- 
cles, 500,000 pairs of shoes, 150 tonnes of paper and 
150,000 padlocks,” it said. “The fact that these stocks 
are growing but can not be moved has led to a shortage 
of capital and non-payment of wages.” 


Several informed Vietnamese sources say that wages for 
workers in coal mines, shipyards and machinery facto- 
ries have not been paid since the beginning of the year in 
some cases. 


Gen Nguyen Quyet Visits Dien Bien District 
BK2004 150789 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
0500 GMT 20 Apr 89 


[Text] Senior Lieutenant General Nguyen Quyet, secre- 
tary of the party Central Committee and vice chairman 
of the Council of State, recently paid a working visit to 
Dien Bien District, Lai Chau Province. 


After laying a wreath at the Dien Bien War Cemetery, 
Comrade Nguyen Quyet worked with the Dien Bien 
District Party Committee and People’s Committee and 
the B-79 Group of the Tay Bac Corps. Later he toured 
various projects in preparation for the 35th anniversary 
of the Dien Bien Phu victory. 


Comrade Nguyen Quyet fervently lauded the achieve- 
ments recorded by the Dien Bien party organization and 
people of all nationalities in the recent past. He urged the 
Dien Bien party organization, administration, and peo- 
ple to bring into play the r.ational tradition and ensure 
solidarity in the struggle 1o make their district econom- 
ically prosperous and mijiitarily strong, successfully pre- 
vent the destruction of forests which causes damage to 
more than |,000 hectaves of forest each year, combat 
illiteracy among youchs and teenagers in the highland 
region, expand trade and service activities to improve 
the livelihood of their compatriots in remote villages and 
hamlets, and satisfactorily preserve various priceless 
relics in the historic land of Dien Bien. 


During his visit to the B-79 Group, Senior Lt Gen 
Nguyen Quyet commended the cadres and combatants 
of the unit for their efforts in quickly stabilizing their 
livelihood, strictly maintaining discipline, and effec- 
tively performing economic work upon completion of 
their internationalist duties. 


At the Dien Bien Museum he also urged the cadres and 
personnel of the museum to preserve and restore all 
historic relics, especially the Muong Xang command 
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post and key battlefields of the Dien Bien front, as well 
as to put various objects and materials on display in such 
a way as to ensure the scientific character and truth of 
history. 


Provinces Concentrate on Settling Land Disputes 


An Giang Party Members Help 
BK2004161889 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
0500 GMT 20 Apr 89 


[Text] An Giang Province and many of its districts have 
concentrated on settling land disputes. Standing and 
other members of the provincial party committee have 
personally helped the grass-roots level deal with various 
cases, especially those involved at villages in Phu Tan, 
Cho Ngoi, and Phu Chau Districts and Long Xuyen city. 


All provincial and district echelons have arranged for 
cadres to seek an understanding of Decision No 303 of 
the provincial people’s committee and Directive No 47 
of the central level. Various districts have also guided all 
villages in registering and settling lard disputes among 
cadres and party members, while the front committee 
and mass organizations have encouraged all peasant 
families concerned to seek mutual agreements. 


Thanks to the successful settlement of land disputes, 
peasants in An Giang have confidence in the party and 
State’s new agriculture policies and are determined to 
hold on to their ricefields to carry out production. 


Kien Giang Sends Competent Officials 
BK2004135189 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
2300 GMT 19 Apr 89 


[Text] Kien Giang Province has sent 40 officials compe- 
tent at the provincial level to help various districts and 
villages resolve and stabilize the land situation. Mean- 
while, all establishments concerned have plainly dealt 
with the number of grass-roots cadres who have taken 
advantage of their powers to appropriate land or to 
allocate fertile land to their family members and rela- 
tives. 


The province has also paid attention to accumulating 
good experiences in dealing with and settling land dis- 
putes in conformity with the actual situation at the 
grass-roots level for use as general guidance. 


Nguyen Dang Quang Discusses Nature of Socialism 
BK 1404154589 Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN 
in Vietnamese Jan 89, pp 18-22 


[Article by Nguyen Dang Quang, editor in chief of TAP 
CHI GIAO DUC LY LUAN (JOURNAL OF THEO- 
RETICAL EDUCATION): “What is Socialism?”’} 


[Text] One would think that this question had already 
been answered long ago, but it has resurfaced as a “new” 
issue that has never been dealt with. Among some people 
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there have emerged feelings of uncertainty and, even 
worse, misgivings about the socialist path they have 
chosen. Just as before, this state of socialist crisis is the 
combined result of various accumulated reasons and 
contradictions in both theory and practice, to be ironed 
out and overcomed. Surmounting this state of crisis will 
be regarded as a turning point in the development and 
growth of socialism. Scientific socialism will bear a new 
form in the domain of theory and a new face in real life 
at a time when mankind is entering the 2Ist century. 
This is also an important manifestation of the law on 
evolution of any theoretical science and any practical 
area of social life. 


We can, and need to, approach the question of “What Is 
Socialism?” from various directions and through various 
methods. This article will begin with analyzing this 
question from an angle of theory, that is, from seeking to 
understand how the creators of scientific socialism posed 
the question about socialism when they inherited the 
socialist ideas from utopians. This fact is very important 
because it is the initial point which differentiates Marx 
from the utopians. Moreover, the voluntaristic socialism 
trend, which has on several occasions emerged in the 
practice of socialist contruction over the past 70 years, is 
closely related to this distinctive point. 


1. Socialism is not an ideal that reality must be patterned 
after. 


At one time we said it was easy to answer the question 
“what is socialism?” This is because we thought that to 
obtain a series of typical answers about a future society, 
all we had to do was compare our new society with 
capitalist society, that to have a perfect sketch of social- 
ism and communism, all we needed to do was gather 
textbooks, and that we could answer this question by 
describing practical socialism already in existence or 
under construction in certain countries. Even Lenin once 
said: “Figuring out what a developed socialist society 
looks like is not difficult’(!) (Footnote) (“Complete 
Collection of Viadimir Ilyich Lenin’s Works,” Progress 
Publishing House, Moscow, 1977, pp 40-119) Worse 
still, even the period needed to advance to communism 
was also said to be similarly called. 


Experience obtained on socialist construction in the 
Soviet Union and in a dozen or more other countries 
over the past 70 years shows that it is not easy to give a 
correct answer to the question “what is socialism?” As a 
result, it is clear that tackling the current state of quan- 
dary and uncertainty is not simple at all. 


Some argue that we can build confidence in socialism by 
strongly asserting the achievements and the superiority 
of the new regime. But the matter does not lie in 
assertion but rather—more importantly—in the justifi- 
cation of our assertion and in the appealing character of 
assertion. Moreover, at a time when sluggishness and 
negativism in socialist countries are taking place right at 
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those forums which have, for a long time now, frequently 
offered singular praise for the superiority and the 
achievements of socialism, the giving of a simple asser- 
tion does not help much. 


It is correct that when analyzing the law on evolution 
and contradictions of capitalism, the creators of scien- 
tific socialism anticipated and pointed out a number of 
principles and characteristics of a future society. But 
they repeatedly stressed that we should regard those 
arguments as a mere guidelight for our actions. But we 
have often turned these arguments into “definitions” or 
into predetermined and unchanged characteristics to be 
observed by a new society. 


In doing so. we are running counter to the spirit and 
method of Marxism-Leninism. Our teachers clearly said 
that communism is not a condition that must be cre- 
atively created nor an ideal that must be duplicated in 
reality, but it is a real movement for eliminating the 
present condition. Lenin specifically explained that: 
“With a view to replace ‘imaginative’ definitions bearing 
the scholastic and untrue nature... (what is socialism, 
what is communism), Marx analyzed what people may 
call steps toward economic maturity of communism.” 
“Marx did not imagine or think of any new society... 
Marx studied the emergence of a new society from the 
old one. He studied various forms of transition from one 
society to another and regarded this a natural historical 
process.” (Footnote 2) (Ibid pp 33, 59, 60, 121) 


In this spirit, we should not tie ourselves to such rigid 
and one-sided “‘definitions” to describe socialism. We 
should begin answering the question “what is social- 
ism?” by analyzing the real situation of the Vietnamese 
nation and people at a turning point of history and 
analyzing evolutionary steps in conformity with the law 
to develop the people’s democracy to the initial path of 
socialism. 


2. Naturally, developed capitalism will advance to com- 
munism. 


Socialism has its preparatory process from capitalism. It 
is a result of an act of a social force caused by capitalism. 
Other concepts on the coming into being of socialism are 
unrealistic. Our country set a target for advancing 
toward socialism from relations in the early stage of 
capitalism, that is a prestage of developed capitalism, 
thus we have to define this viewpoint clearly. 


Marx foresaw socialism by analyzing capitalism at the 
Stage in late 19th century. Lenin discussed socialism on 
the basis of early 20th century imperialism. Today we 
have to envisage socialism on the basis of the modern 
capitalism at the beginning of the 21st century. This 
requires us to reexamine our viewpoints on characteris- 
tics of socialism which have been shaped to this midcen- 
tury. For example, socialism’s production force must not 
be envisaged only on the capability of great mechaniza- 
tion or electrification at a national scale. The production 
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relations of socialism must not be limited within the 
society of one single country, but should be expanded to 
the international division of labor. Socialist production 
must develop in depth with modern structure. The 
present concept on socialism must include achievements 
scored by the modern bourgeois state in the function of 
social management organization, including the system- 
atization of democracy, law, and human rights. Democ- 
ratization and pluralism are civilized trends in the life of 
mankind which socialism must absolutely achieve. 
Human’s requirements have become a nucleus of all 
socioeconomic policies. The ecological cultural lifestyle 
must be disseminated in the socialist society. Open door 
policy and drawing the world attention through eco- 
nomic and cultural attractions are one of the character- 
istics of present socialism. 


We may have to debate extensively on socialist charac- 
teristics according to the current concept. But we have to 
consistently perfect our “definitions” on socialism to 
keep pace with the era’s development. During the past 
half century we did very little in reviewing this scientific 
task because we contended that capitalism has been 
proceeding to its final stage, and that what should be 
continued or eliminated Marx, Engels, and Lenin had 
already defined for us. As a result, our awareness on 
socialism has become increasingly backward as far as the 
reality of socialist society and of the era is concerned. 
This is a root cause creating confusion and oscillation for 
us. To overcome this confusion and oscillation by reas- 
serting totally the existing principles of socialism is not 
enough. 


Only by reforming the existing socialist model on the 
basis of developing “definitions” on socialism covering 
aii the modern features, will we be able to consolidate 
confidence in the communist ideal. Also, the newest 
definitions on socialism must not be considered as the 
last theoretical model. Modern capitalism, which 
grasped achievements of the scientific and technological 
revolution, can still influence socialist concepts to con- 
tinue developing to perfection. 


3. Instead of imagining a new society, Marx studied its 
emergence from the old one. 


The proletarian revolution erupted and succeeded for 
the first time in Russia—then an imperialist country 
which was heavily characterized by precapitalist rela- 
tions and a sea of small peasants. Thus the birth of the 
first socialist state did not wholly meet Marx’s logical 
prediction. It was rather the consistent outcome of a 
realistic movement to resolutely “do away with the 
status quo.” 


Here, in what direction would socialism be built? Would 
the “definitions” and pre-established principles be 
strictly observed? Or would Marx’s theory be considered 
merely a guideline for action and consequently, would 
the beginning of a new society be created on the basis of 
the truths about the revolutionary movement in Russia? 
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Wartime communism was an experiment in the first 
direction. It was aimed at making Russia conform imme- 
diately to the formulas of a certain kind of pure and 
abstract socialism; and this mistake drove Russia into 
the crisis of spring 1921. 


The NEP [New Economic Program] was an experiment 
in the second direction which rapidly paid off. It saved 
Russia and brought to the Soviet people a new social 
beginning that was then acceptable. At that time some 
communists, who firmly upheld the maxims of social- 
ism, clamored that in carrying out the NEP Lenin was 
renouncing socialism and going against Marxism. They 
called for absolute revolution and even demanded an 
immediate world revolution. Lenin’s successors, due to 
their failure to understand and capitalize on his ideas 
concerning the NEP and socialism in reality, terminated 
the NEP and instituted a kind of “bureaucratic state 
socialism,” thus twisting socialism out of shape and 
infesting the new society with negative aspects which are 
now being resolved by the current restructuring process. 


This history lesson is useful when we try to answer the 
question, “what is socialism?’ Under current condi- 
tions, while we are renovating in greater conformity to 
the spirit of socialism, freeing ourselves from the kind of 
voluntaristic socialism that is imposed from the top and 
the outside, and building a socialism that is realistic, 
genuine, dynamic, creative, and typical of each country’s 
special characteristics, some people criticize that we are 
renouncing socialism while they want to distance them- 
selves from socialism. When we are trying to base 
ourselves on “the truths about the movement” to create 
the beginning of a socialist society that the people may 
accept, some people view this as a step backward and the 
destruction of the revolution’s gains. No, we are moving 
forward, trying to take firmer and wiser steps on the road 
already chosen, and protecting the revolution’s gains in 
all our alertness. Howver, as Lenin said, we are deter- 
mined not to “turn ourselves into long-standing Bolshe- 
viks... who have on many occasions played a deplorable 
role in our party’s history. For instead of studying the 
characteristics of the new, vivid reality, they kept reusing 
in a stupid manner the formula they had learned by 
heart.”’ (Footnote 3) (Ibid, Vol 31, p 161) 


What lesson can we draw here? The lesson is that we 
should not answer the question “what is socialism?” by 
repeating formulas that no longer conform to reality. The 
answer lies in the very realistic movement to build 
socialism itself. Such an answer must contain what the 
people want so they will realize it by themselves. 


How about the party leadership role? It is necessary to 
affirm that socialist construction cannot be carried out 
without the leadership of the party of the working class 
and the laboring people. Instead, it should be a leader- 
ship which is more intelligent than needed for imple- 
mentation of socialism construction tasks, which can 
correctly reflect the objective law and the aspirations of 
the people, and which enjoys the favor of the people. 
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Then what have we learned from this? Lenin advised “‘do 
not just sit back worrying’ about the purity of commu- 
nism.”’ (Footnote 4) (Ibid, pp 43, 281) But, from the 
premises left behind by the old society, we must experi- 
ment with the initial steps of socialism. 


4. Socialism bears national characteristics. 


Some people raise the question that if socialist construc- 
tion is based only on the realities of the revolutionary 
movement without observing existing formulas, then 
where could we find the overwhelming characteristic of 
socialism? 


Not long ago there was only one socialist modei which 
was recognized as meeting the standard. This model is 
the one already built in the pioneering socialist country. 
Any attempts to modify or refuse to pattern oneself after 
the model were considered a departure from the socialist 
path. From this sole model, one has arrived at a genuine 
“definition” of socialism. And the overwhelming char- 
acter of socialism is the faithful application of it in those 
countries having different situations, be they in Europe, 
Asia, Africa, or Latin America. The overwhelming char- 
acter spawns characteristics. 


The afore-said concept has been abolished since various 
socialist countries began their reforms and renovation. 
Admittedly, various countries have built socialism in 
their very territories from different starting points and 
different situations. Therefore, socialism in each country 
cannot but bear national characteristics. It is one of 
separate models of socialism and not copies of socialism 
slightly modified from an existing model. The existence 
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and development of many separate models like that are 
only manifestations of the overwhelming character of 
socialism. Only after deciding on such different models 
can we obtain the scientific basis on which to point out 
the true nature of socialism and arrive at an adequate 
“definition” for it. If we failed to do so while giving a 
“genuine definition” for socialism, the inaccuracy will 
likely be very great. And it is disastrous indeed for those 
failing to regard that “definition” as a golden rule for 
directing socialist construction in their countries. 


Engels commented on the restrictions of definitions as 
follows: “‘Speaking from a scientific point of view, all 
definitions are of little value. To thoroughly know what 
life really means, we must sample all typical forms of 
life—from the lowest form to the highest one. However, 
once applied in daily activities, the above definitions are 
very favorable and are often indispensable. Such defini- 
tions do not cause any harm provided that one keeps in 
mind the inevitable shortcomings of these definitions.” 
(Footnote 5) (Friedrich Engels: “‘Anti-Duhring,” Su That 
publishing house, Hanoi, 1959, p 143) 


Regrettably, on several occasions we have used simplis- 
tic or abstract definitions about socialism as a basis for 
working out even those major policies such as the policy 
on agricultural reform for example, without taking into 
acount the conditions and aspirations of the Vietnamese 
peasants. 


In summation, scientific socialism requires us to treat it 
as a science. We should not turn socialism into a reli- 
gious belief. Neither should we turn it into a pure 
requirement of the ideological system and nor a decree, 
for this may tie down the creativity of the people. 
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New Zealand 


Prime Minister Lange Scheduled To Visit U.S. 
BK0404083489 Melbourne Overseas Service 
in English 0500 GMT 4 Apr 89 


[Text] New Zealand’s prime minister, Mr David Lange, 
is to visit the United States later this month. But Mr 
Lange has admitted that it is unlikely anyone from the 
Bush administration will agree i: talk to him due to his 
government’s 1985 ban on nuclear-powered or nuclear- 
armed ships visiting New Zealand. Following the ban, 
the United States (?forced) New Zealand out of the 
ANZUS military alliance which also includes Australia. 


During his American visit Mr Lange will meet leading 
business and political officials outside the Bush admin- 
istration and deliver a foreign policy speech at Yale 
University. 


Mr Lange will also visit Canada where he is scheduled to 
meet with Prime Minister Mulroney. 


Prime Minister Views Left-Wing Party Defection 
BK2004115889 Hong Kong AFP in English 1121 GMT 
20 Apr 89 


{By Suzanne Pollard] 


[Excerpts] Wellington, April 20 (AFP)—Just a few months 
after New Zealand Prime Minister David Lange lost the 
support of key right-wing members of his Labour govern- 
ment team, he is faced with a defection on the Left and the 
very real possibility of a splinter party being formed. 


Christchurch member of Parliament and former Labour 
Party President Jim Anderton announced Tuesday he 
was resigning his membership of the party, saying he 
would form a new left-wing party to oppose the govern- 
ment at next year’s general election if sufficient support 
was forthcoming. 


His departure was followed this week by the resignations of 
two members of the Labour Party’s nine-member Execu- 
tive Committee and the president of its youth wing. 
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Mr. Anderton, who is to remain in Parliament as an 
independent with the support of his electorate commit- 
tee, said he could no longer work within a caucus he 
described as ruthless and arrogant, and which had “‘cor- 
rupted its own ideals, policies and constitution”. [pas- 
sage Omitted] 


Despite the resignations, coming after several months of 
very poor public opinion pollings for the government 
and his leadership, Mr. Lange claimed Thursday that he 
had had “a good week”’. 


In a radio interview he agreed with political commenta- 
tors that the formation of a splinter party was almost 
inevitable. But he predicted such a party would muster 
“less than one percent” of voter support. 


“If it consists of the people who have signaled their 
defection so far, it will be a very interesting party,”’ he 
said. “It will have no electorate appeal whatever.” 


Mr. Lange told a news conference Wednesday that those 
who had resigned had not supported him for some time, 
and he expressed some relief about their departures. 


“One’s reactions to resignations run the complete spec- 
trum of reaction from horror to glee, depending on who 
is packing it in,” he said. 


“I am being attacked by people who say the Labour Party 
has surrendered to the Left. And yet we have the voice of the 
Left saying the Labour Party has surrendered to the Right. 


“Actually the Labour Party is a major middle-ground 
party.” 


Prospects for success for a left-wing splinter party are likely 
to hinge on a two-day conference of the Labour Party’s 
affiliated trade unions which began here Thursday. 


A failure by Mr. Anderton to attract sizable trade union 
support would seriously effect the impact he could hope 
to make on Labour’s vote at next year’s general election. 


One influential trade union group, the Service Workers 
Federation, has already announced its intention to remain 
in the Labour Party. Trade unions are currently involved 
in working out a “compact” with the government, which 
many unionists see as their best hope of achieving a 
meaningful say, and this may be a key influence when they 
decide where to place their political loyalties. 


Mr. Lange leaves the turmoil behind him Friday when he 
departs on a week-long trip to the United States and 
Canada. 


Asked if he was worried about being out of the country at 
such a crucial time for the Labour Party, he replied: **No, 
not at all.” His smile indicated that perhaps he was in 
fact delighted to be leaving his problems behind him, for 
a few days at least. 
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